Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . qooqle . com/ 




w 



Samaria's Downfall : 

COMMENTARY 

( By way of Supplement) on the Five laft 

Vcrfcs of the Thirteenth Chapter 

HOSE A 

Wherein is fet forth, 

f Dignity. 

. Ephraim's )f* /y , a j 
r jlmj>enttenq> And 

f Downfall. 

Very fuicable to, and feafon.ible Tor, tnefc prefent Tiir.c'. Where you have 
the Text explained, fundry Cafes of Conicicnce cleared, many Practical 
. Obfcrvations raifed ( with References ro luch Authors as clear any 
Point more fully.)And a Synopfis or brief Character of the twenty Kings 
of Ifrad) with fomc ufcful Inferences from them. 

By THOMAS II ALL~ Y>. D. and Paftor of Ki*gl*wf*. 



Thus will 1 do to the, Ifratl, and becaufe I will d$ thus unio tbcc> prepare to meet thy 

# 6sd,0 lpta$U Amos 4. ii. 
A prudent man f wt-fctth the evil, and bidetbbimf !f y Prov. zi. 3. 

EipChriflHt & /tpoftol'r m'wantur facinorofis, & graiitcr upYibtndknt vitije- 9 tmcn Fi'9\ 
phi t arum tumoncs idei ad dctcrrtndos malot aptioYes, & ad timmm Dei tncuUandum cf- ' 
ficachres funty qxfafempcr ccrtas ptnasflagitioforumaddun:, qugs. ivwus- ftftea •fte*r 
dit n*n fuijfe van as. Luther, in frafat . 'ad Mofeam. "DV^ ^ • * 

U*d*h Primed by K. /. for Jo. CranfouU at tte wAVta* ^ * uV * 
' Church-yard. u6r >. J a i . - * =- 
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TO THE 

Renowned CI TIE 

L OND O N> 

q%ACE, ME%Cr, and T EACH . 

bee multiplied. 

Word fpolcen in feafon is much commended 
by the wifeft of men, Prov. 15. 23, and 
11. Yea, it is made one of Chrifts excellen- 
cies, that heeh*d the tongui of the Learned, 
dtid knew how to fpeak^aword in feafon > I la. 50. 
4. Such words are not onely profitable, but 
alfo powerful, and carry abundance of convincing ftrength 
and force with them, Jot 6. %%. This principally hath em- 
boldened mee to dedicate this Treatife to you. Had I 
fearcbed for five verfes thorovv the whole Bible, I could 
hardly have found five together ( all things confidered ) 
more fuitablc and feafonable for the prcfent times wee live 
in. 

In them wee have an Alarum for the Drowfie , a Cor- 
rafive for the Impenitent , a Cordial for the Penitent , and 
many quickening Confiderarions to move us all to a fpeedy 
preparing to meet our God in a way of unfeigned Humilia- 
tion before the Decree bring forth, and the fierce, anger of I 
the Lord ccize upon us. \ 

Here wee may fee Epiraims Dignity , and Effcr alms T>o^n-\ 
J A i fok 




The Efiftle Dedicatory. 

fM, andthofe fins which hclpt to bring him down ; and in 1 
him wee may read Englands condition ; the Lord hath made • 
us his Ephraim, hee hath laid his right hand upon us, hec 
ham made us the head ef the Tribes, hee hath fee us above, 
when for our fins hee might long fince have laid us in the 
dull. Epbraims fins were Ephraims ruine; and if thofe fins 
bee found in England, which were found in him, what can 
wee expert but the like judgements ? for God is the* fame 
to the fame finners. If Samaria % fins, bee found in Lon- 
don y London muft look for Samaria's judgements. God 
will notfparefin, where ever he^findes it, bee it in City or 
Country. Sin hath brought down greater Cities than yours ; 
as they had their times of rifing , fo of ruining; as of build- 
ing , fo of burning ; witnefc Nineveh , No , Tjrtu , Baby- 
lon and Jerusalem i Sin hath made them all a deflation. For 
my own particular, I fliall never expe& that City or Stare 
(hould profper, till Gods Church profper; or that our houfes 
fliould continue, when Gods houfe lies wafte; all our build- 
ings will bee but Nods and Babels, that is, unfettlement 
and confufion, till Gods houfe bee ferled and exalted a- 
mongft us, Hag. i . 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, &e. It is the fins of Eng- 
land that I fear more than all the enemies in the world. It 
is not Spain or Italy, it is not France or Tstrkf) that I fear ; 
though all Nations {hould compafs us about, yet were wee 
but an obedient people, I (hould not doubt, but that in the 
Name of the Lord wee (hould deftroy them. But it is the 
Atheifm, Herefie, Blafphemy, Security, Impenitency , Apo- 
ftacy, Prophanation of holy things Formality, Hypocrihe , 
Unrighteoufnefs , Divifion * Witchcraft , and contempt of 
the Gofpel. Thefe, even thefe are the enemies that I fear ; 
and if any thing deftroy us , it is thefe abominarons that 
reign amongftus. BceinftrH&cd therefore, O England , and 
thou, O London, the chief City thereof left the Lords fonl de- 
part from thee, and thou bee made a defoUtion, Jer. 6. 8. 
God hath born long with our provocations ? but hee will 
not alwaies bear , but will at ' laft reconcile his patience 
with the fierccnefs of his fury. Let not therefore Satan de- 
lude any as if thefe were but fome melancholy conceits, 
fome fearful fancies , or vain prognoftications of fome ly- 
ing A/froIogcrs; but know > that thefe axe, cetv^vn, 1 



tioris , grounded* upon the infallible Word of God , whofe 
Threatnwgs, as Well as Promifes, are like unto Sil- 
ver, that faach been feven times purified, and thorowly tri- 
ed, Pfal. 12. 6. 

It is true, wee have many Priviledges that others want, 
but no Priviledges can preferve. an impenitent people 
from ruine, Jemfdlem was highly priviledgcd and had 
the choiceft Preaching a' little before its downfall. The 
fins of a -City and Nation may bee fo great, that though 
Noah) Job and Daniel ( three men that could do very 
much with.God, Ezjek^ 14. 14.) Should ftand before the 
Lord for them , yet they (hall not prevail for a hardened, 
Apoftatizing people j where fuch fpiritual judgements go 
before , there temporal judgements alwaies follow , If a. 6* 
9, 10, 1 1, 1 2. Sinning is worfe than [offering ; better fee a 
people bleeding , than blafpheming ; for by our Sufferings 
God is glorified , but by our finns hee is dishonour- 
ed. 

Wee are a people that are much for Liberty y wee can- 
not endure a yoak , no, though it bee Chrifts eafie yoak , 
yet wee will not have him to reign over us; wee will not ferve 
him with gladnefs, and finglenefs of heart in the abundance 
of all things ; and therefore hee may juftly make us ferve 
our enemies in the want of all" things, Denterowmj 28. 47, 
48. And as wee are all for Liberty , fo hee may juftly 
proclaim a Liberty for us\ to the Sword, Peftilence and Fa- 
mine, Jer. 34. 17. 

God hath humbled many in your great City , by ficknefs, 
poverty, and decay of Trading, &c. But have you been made i 
humble thereby ? Hee hath fent the choiceft of his Minifters 
amongft you,and fed you ( in a fpiritual fenfe ) with the 
fineftof the Wheat , but have you anfwered Gods coft and 
care ? and are you bettered by all his difpenfations to you ? 
Have you heard the voice of the Rod , and who hath ap- 
pointed it? or have you not rather fallen away more and 
more, and grown worfe and worfe ? if fo, how can you ex- 
pert peace, when your Apoftafies, witchcrafts, and fpiritual 
fornications are fe many ? 1 King. 9. 17, 1 8. 

\ But it is not For mce rocounfel ^ou, nnIWcunsAo t^^^Vv^-v^-?** 
J living * and dead Councilors at handj 1 faalV 



his moft feafe- 



The Efiftle DedictHrf. 

< myfeifto Prayer, defiring char the good will of him chat 
dwelc in the bufli, may dwell amongft you , that hee would 

ibee for walls and bulworks co you, and your glory in the 

! midft of you? that hee by the Spirit of hre and of burning 
would purge out of you everything that offends, that your 
fcummeof Biafphemy, Herene, Hypocrifie, Unrighteoufnefs, 
Sec. may no longer abide in you, but that the Name of your 

1 great and famous City may forever bee, Jehovah Sbsmm*h y 
The Ltrd is there, This is, and (hall bee the Prayer of 

i Tent Servant in the 
Kingfnorton, Lord , 

lSfovepab.17. 16 5p. 

THOMAS HALL. 
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TO THE 

READER- 

jiving cccafton lately to perufe tMr. Bor- 
roughs on Hofea 13. J found that hi* 
Commentary was defe&ivc , and that Mr. 
Burroughs ( that Prince of Preachers ) 
died before hee had finifht the Chapter 
whereupon 1 perused the remainder of the Chapter 9 and 
finding it to bee very fat and pertinent to thefe prefent 
drowftc, dangerous ttmes me live in, and that no man 
had fet upon it this twelve years {forfo long hath Mr. 
Burroughs keen dead) I having a little refpite, in the 
firength of my God I fet upon it, and if his afti fiance have 
at lafi compleated it. It is true > it hath cofi mee 
fome fains , the mo (I of thefe five Verfes betng fo 
turned and tortured, fo intricate and per flex y ad- 
mitting of fo many various LeSions and Senfes, and 
Interpreters are fo divided among ft themf elves , that 
hee hak need of a great deal of Prayer and Patience, 
that undertakes them. I think there are not many har- 
der Verfes in the Bible ^ than feme of thefe that 1 have 
lighted on, yet by a good hand of providence I have 
gone thorow them , and have not balked any known 
difficulty, but have made all as plain , and inteUi- 
gibl e as pofiibly I could. 

LMany Pofihumous works have had SuffUwenuX 
. exceVwjj* 



To the Reader. 



excelling their Predeceffors $ this cannot bee expected 
here, i^ill that I can promife thee, is this, that J 
haw 4* fully and faithfully explained, the Text , as 
f tfiibly 1 could: 1 have raffed thence many ufeful 
Obfervations, and given in References ( becaufe 1 un- 
der/land they are very acceptable to many ) to fuch as 
infarge upon any point mere fully. Some Common pla 
ctsare fuecinmy handled , ana if any Contriver fie oc- 
cur ( according to my cuftom and eating ) they have a 
lajh and a fafl 

As for the fourteenth Chapter > it is pioufly and pi- 
thily opened by tm very grave , judicious men So 
that now you have the whole Prophetic completed 5 // 
thou reap any bene ft , give^ Cost the praifs , who is 
pleafed to Jhew light in the darknef , and firength in 
the weaknefs of 

Thine in the Lord, 
THOMAS HALL. 
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Samaria's Downfall 



OR, 

A COMMENTARY 

(By way of Supplement ) on the fire 
laft vcrles of the thirteenth Chipter 

of HOSE A. 
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HOS B A Ij. 13. 

The iniquity ef Efhraim is bound up [ b) Ged 3 his [mis 
hid [with h/m.} ... ' . • v . .. 

His Chapter contains the fum of the eleventh 
Sermon of Heft** wherein the Prophet. ( like 
the fweet Singer of ifrtct) treats both of 
Judgement and Mercy; and ufeth both draw- 
ing anddriving Motives, (one on both of which 
ufualfy work upon all ingenuous dtipofiiions) 
to bring them to Repentance, And fince God hath ordained 
AtaLaw to ma;ke way for the Gofpei, and Humiliation to go 
i>efore Confolatioit; therefore the Prophet yfirft 'denounced} 
I Judgements againft Jfrtd, and ^rieciaHy tba of f fa Smrd^ 
I which fhould cut ofChis Kings, deftto?, Jii^ Kirigdmrle ? xalce a-i 
way ail their pleafant dungs, and make'ttiemaidefciation; nei- 
ther was Gpd to bee blamed for ail thtsrfor it was their own Gxs& 
thathad brou^t thofcje^ik upon them^^.xh^t IVitatattq,^ 



Mi max'imt ve~ \ 
tut fnmmma 
csnttemtm fx4i\ 
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Samaria's Domtfil. 



Ckap. 13, 



twt um fa* 

k$Utmcatm* 
ti$r. 

mii*eoflr- 

pAtMm.yMrfl 

CMt/dit orbato> 
qtntudUftvi- 
0T. 4. C*ix/tf 
imnuuii btfid, 
fyM d£a prio* 
rtbMtirnmswor, 
fitbgenere c$n- 
ttmmr. Taroo- 
viusm locum. 



tudc, andFoigecfcUie&of that God, tfho fud raifedthemto 
great docy and dignity. 
4 *• mfetsfbcife cbc ficaeneft of Gods math tgainftthem, 
(•ir. 7, Great blefftngs when abufed, bring great judge- 
ments. Their fins had turned God their great Benefadour 
imoaLjon, a Leopard, a Bear; and imbictered his foul a- 
gawft tfcm. They dreamt they fliould fade him a Grif all 
0? merer, he telly them thev are miftaken ; for now they 
(honld fade him a God fu'l of fury. 

3. Whereas they might think toefcape becaufeGod had 
fo long forborne them ; the Prophet by a Prolepfis prevents 
this conceit, for. 12*13. The mleputjof Efbraini it bound 
up y and his fin is hid> q. d. Ephraim thinks now he may take 
his picture fince his iniquity lyes hid, and he hachfo long 
efcaped; but mark what fotlows, yet. 13. The forromafa 
traveling woman tkaU come npon him. As tke pleafure of 
conception hath the pangs of child-birth attending it ; fo this 
fecureandpl^eafant people (hall certainly meet with forrovt 
in the end, and therefore Ephraim is but an unwife fon, anc 
guilty of great folly, in that he doth not fpeedily make his 
peace with God. 

4. Left they fhould bedefpondent and defpair, he inter- 
mixeth comfort with his threatnings, and allayes the terrours 
of the Law with the promifes of the Gofpel, vet. 14. 

5. Yet left they fliould grow fecure, after a little hyper 
baton and interruption of the order of die words, he returns 
to denounce judgements, and tells them, that notwithstanding ;• 
thepromife of detiverance T yet firft they muft expeft a defo- 
facion of the chief Cky and the Kid^dom, ver.i% % \6. 

In this twelfth Verfe we have briefly fet forttf the defjperate 
and deplorable conditio of Gods people ; they were come to 
that height of wickecbefs, and grown fa ftupid under G#ds 
ftroak^that no«f they mdl expeft no morcpardon, not took 
thatXkd fliould bear any longer with them. Sat that in tbrife 
the Lord meets wicfa the ?a» of thelaofeper 

few of ttafeanes, wb* (bathed up chemfetas in their evil 
wayes, aalbecBiAdiel^&fpraded his judgenewsfora 
wne, themf(Wthey tiei^rfufpe^ den, but thought due 
the Lord was fucbaoneasr thcnrfcWes, that is, no way dif- 
/ptcafed ^Miiavta &utY* CQawe& vl 



martins ft qua- 
. fptrfmtrntias 



Samara's Dcwnfd. 



fore they conclude he flept,& cook no notice of them,buc had 
utterly forgot them. Bat thejr are much decrivcd^faith the 
Lord, for I have feen a • 1 their wickedneft, and have fealed up 
all their fins till the due time of Tevealing them ( which is now 
at hand) become. Tis true, I have borne long with them 
(let that offend none) for I have not forgot their provocations, 
they are all bound and bundled up fo that not one of them 
fliaJl be loft,but they (hall dearly reckon for them all together. 
As God hath a book of remembrance wherein he records the 
good deeds of his people, which (hall one day be pnhliflit to 
their evertafHng praife, {M*t. %. 1 6.) So he hath a book of re- 
membrance, wherein he records the wickednefs of the wicked, 
which fhallerc long be publiibt to their everlafting lhame. 
As the fin of Jndah was written with a pen of iron, and an 
adamantine claw, io that it fhould not eafily be blotted out , 
(Jer ij. r.) So all the fins of Efhr*im> from the time of 
JrrobMms reign, to their going into captivity, were bound up 
and fe aled,that they might not be loft. Paoers that lye loofe 
and unbound are fcatteredwith every wind, but when they 
are faft bound up and fealed, then they are fafe and fcire.i 
Mpny that lyes at random is loftjbut that which is lockc up in 
Coffers Is fafe, and will be brought forth when need requires. 
So God had not forgot Efhraims fin, but had hid and fealed 
ic up till the determined time to punirh him was come, and 
lockc them up in his memory for a day of reckoning. 

Yet to leave no clod unbroken that we may find out the gol- 
den Oare, Ilhallgive you the Grammatical reading of the 
words ; for a good foundation is the ftrength of the 
building. 

7 he iniquity^ Avon^ the pr avity and perverfnefs, the pre 
vatication and crookednefs of Ephralms wayes is laid up. 

Of Efhraim.'] Ephrtim in the letter vvas Jcfefhs fecond 
Ion, here 'tis put for the ten Tribes of I[rael<£ which £pW 
im was one of the chiefeft. So 17. and c. 3. and 6.4 
and j. 8, 11. andtheir firft King after rnedivmon was an £- 
pkr*tmitc> 

; Jshmdup^ Tte metaphor implies fpecul care and aijElo^ 



Gruv6* y pravi- 
tasy prtevarita- 
tlo, maliti a ; a 
Gnavat, cur* 
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Samaria's Devnfal. 



Chap. 13. 



rftfhmil Ah 
fCdfidiuefty * 
Tfaph**,m**r 
Aidit,Cufloii- 
itit. So Job 19. 

V*/. 17. 14. 
rrov.%7. 6. 
Jtr % 16. 17. 



dy, and is borrowed from the men of ?he world, who are care- 
ful to lock up their money ^that it be hot loft ; the like expref- 
fibns you may read, Dcd. 32. 34. Job 14. i 7 . and 22. 1 p. 
Lam . 1 • i 4. So the iniquity of Efhrainf was fealed and kept 
fafe to be brought forth in du$ uipe as a charge againft him. 
Though men fcatter their fins abroad and forget them, ye: God 
bundles them up and remembers them, and as pardoning 
grace doch Ibofe the finner, fofin unpardoned isfaid to be 
bound up and referved for punifliment, Mat. i6>ig. 

His fin!\ (1. e.) The punifliment of liis fin ; 'tis a frequent 
Metonymtcal fpeech to put . fin for the puniilunenc of f in# So 
Lcvit. 20. 26.. 'Numb. 12. II. £s*k4- 4> $> 6. Hattatho y 
peccatum ejus, from ( hata, to erre or wander from the mark ; 
fuch is fin, 'tis a wandring and going aftray from the Law of 
God, 'tis an erring from the mark which we fliould alwayes 
aym at, w*. the glory of God and our own falvation. 

Is bid] Not from God, but with God, 'tis laid up by him 
for a day: of reckoning, when the Lord ftiall pour out the 
fierceneft of his wrath on Ifrael. So that their fin is hid, not 
in mercy, but in judgements notforprote&ion, but for de- 
flation. Samaria {hall be made defolate. The Metaphor is 
taken from a treafure where things are hid and laid up in 
ftore, that when time feryes they may be forth-coming. God 
layes up the fins of the wicked in ftore againft a day of wrath, 
Rom. 2. 5. when he intends to punim them for all to- 
gether. 

OBSERVATIONS. 



1. The Lord is very patient and bears long with finners. 

2. Though he do bear long, yet he will not alwayes bear, 
but firft or Uft he wUl certainly bring the punifliment du$ to 
their fin upon them. I (hall only handle the firft, the fecond' ' 
will fall in with the Application, 

1. God is wondrous patient and bears long witR finners. 
He's many years in bundling -up mens fins, and laying them 
up in his treafury. He doth not prefendy cut off finners, nor 
alwayes deftroy wicked men in the aft of fin, as he might do 
r {for fo many fins as men commit, fo many damnations they 
deferve) hue with nuich patience, and ^^AoT^&flfednghe ^ 
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Samaria's Dorvnfal. 



qeares with the VeBels of wrath, Rem. 9. %%. He bore jvitlj 
ihe old world many hundred years, even till the whole earth 
was coniup: before him, and his Spirit tyred out (as it were> 
with driving with them, Gen. 6. 3. 1 yet. 3. to. He fpareo 
$odom fo long that their fins cryed to hewen for vengeance 
igainft them, Gen. iS. 20,21. He fpared Ifrael hpre three 
hundred andfixty years ere he fent them into captivity, Ez,e^ 
4. 4, 6; He fpared the Gentiles foure thoufand years, Att< 
14. i 6 . and bore with Jerufalem rill they ftoned his Prophets 
and would not bee reclaimed, A/atth. 23.37. and fparec 
\Amtdecb four hundred years, 1 lam. 15. V3. His Vials of 
Wrath are Veffels of large extent, but narrow mouths,' they 
pour out (lowly, but drench deeply, and diftil effe&ualh 
Gods wrath on the heads of his enemies, Rev. 16.1. and 18 

1 p. Though ws provoke him dayly, yet he's Patient towards 
us, net willing that wee jhoald perijh but com* to repentance, 

2 Pet. 3. p. Rev. 2. 21. He fends his meffengers in great 
compatfion to us, rifing early to flop us inourhnful courfe*, 
and fo prevent our deftru&ion, iCbron. 36.15. Jer. 2^.4 
Yea he's not only Patient, but long fifffering^ which is a further 
degree of Patience. 'tis Patience lengthned out (Exod^ 34.. 6. 
Pjal. 103. 8. JW04. 2.) he waits, and waits long for our re- 
turning, crying^oh when will yem beie made clean, when fhall 
it once be? Jer. 1 3. nit. if fome good man (hould fit but one 
houre in the Throne of God, -and look down upon the earth, as 
God doth continually, and ftiould fee what abominable Ido- 
latries, Witchcrafts, Blafphemies, Herefies, Homicides, Per- 
juries, Adulteries, Perfecutions, Oppreffions, &c. were, com- 
? mitted in that houre , he would undoubtedly in the next fet all 
the world on fire. Tis well (in this refpe&) that we have 
to do with God>and not with man* Hof^n. 9. I win not exe- 
cute the fiercenefs of mine anger, I will not dejtroy Ephraim { 
why Co*, for lam God, mofi true in my Pronfifes,and of infinite 
Patience; and nor man, who is mutable and Paffionate, and 
could not bear the daylyindigniri.es and provocations, which, 
are committed againft me. Qeat then is the. fin of thofe who 
abufe the Ifcrience and lon§-fuffering of the Lord,, adding fin 
to fin, andxlrunfeennefe tothirft, that draw on iniquity wjth the 
cords ofYafflty, and fo treafure up wrath againft the day of . 
wrath, .Impunity breeds ipihem jmpenitenq^iec^e 



Samaria's DrntfaL 



Chap. 13. 



mint it net fpeedilj executed^ therefore the hearts of the font of 
men Is fully fetin themto do evity Ecdef. 8. 11. Every word 
hath its weight, t\ ete indulged finners do not barel jr pra&ife 
fin, but their heart is fet on it ; die very bent of their fpiric is 
to evil indefinitely (*. O co all manner of evil, and that with 
{ttfolution and fall purpofe of heart, they follow it folly : asl 
good men cleave to God and his waves with full purpofe of 
heart {AH. 11 . 23.) and are married to him, Cant.z.M-6. 
So do thefe to fin and Satan, they are married to them, Hof. 
4. 17. Tis this impunity and profperous wickednefs which 
makes men InfUm r Pfal " 7 3 . S, 9. impudent^ Ifay 3 . 9. and 
Refolnte in fin 9 Jer. 44. 1 6, 1 7. Such are apt to think there is 
no God, or atleaft that he regard^not things below, or that 
he is like themfelves , approving of thiir wayes, and that 
which they do is no fin, Pf*l. 50. 1 5, to 12. iWegrofs hy- 
pocrites that talked fo much of Gods Word, but denied him in 
thdLr works,* being Slanderers, Adulterers, Theeves, thought 
that becaufe God was filent and did notjjrcfently pumfl\ 
them, that therefore he approved of their wickednefs. But 
mark what follows, there is a flinging But, But I wi/I reprove 
thee y *nd fet them In order before the. . Thou (halt know one 
day how I hated thy fin by the purtiftiments .which I will in- 
fli& upon thee foriem, and though now thouhideft them, 
yet then I will marihai theih and fet them in rank and order 
nefore thy face. Confider this therefore you that caftGods 
counfels nehinde your backs, and hate to be reformed, before 
he awaken your drwfie conferences, and roufeup thatma- 
lliff that lyeth fleepingfo yourbofoms ; and before you come 
00 anfwer for all with flames about your eares. Tis a fad and 
fore delufion wherewith Satan deceives millions of men, vU. 
that becaufe they are not prefendypunHhed, therefore they 
(hall never be punljjied, and fince God hath forborne fo long, 
therefore he will alwayes bear , and they fhall never hear 
more of their fins: hence it is that the wicked flatter them 
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felves in their fins, Dent. 19.19. Pf*l. 35. 1, 2. Ifaj^j. 7. 
To take off this, 1 . Confider that Gods forbearnnce is no ac- 
though he bear long, yet he will not alwayes bear. 
Wee fee nee pore long 'with tne Old world, Sodom, ]ernfalem r 
dec. but at hotkey paid for alt .Mercy ahufed turns into 
fury, iJK/ rite P/rfeivrari^^ «r\iox.^r&wv 



yvi, i4i 



tia&r m greater wrath. God hath leaden heels, but iron 
hands; the further hefetchethhis arm, the heavier will the f 
blow come; the further be draws his arrow, the deeper will id 
wound. Gods mill may grind foft and flow, but it grinds fure str$ Sett 
and fmaih Nah*m x. 3. 6. and he will recompence his Pa- l^wi vtmn 
rience with the fiercenefs of his fury. Ever after the fweet- 
meats of fin, look for a fad and four reckoning. There was 
never any that finned agafnft the Lord (be it never, fo fecredy 
or fubrilly contrived) but firft or faft the pimifhmenc of their 
fin did find them our, Num. 32. 23. As Parents 

let their children alone till they have mul.iplyed faults and 
hare committed fome fignal one, and then they reckon with 
them for all together ; fo the Lord lets the wicked alone till 
they be ripe for mine {Gen. i%.\6.) and have filled up the 
meafure of their fin, that wrath may come upon them to the 
utqermoft, Amost. 3,6,9,11,13. The whore of Btby'tn 
tMc hathfo long made her fclf drunk with die blood f the 
Saints ffialt at laft be burnt with fire, yea *us faid flhe is falte 1 
already, to (hew the certainty of it, Revel. 14. & God wlL _ 
avenge the injuries chat be done to his Church, though it be 
long firtt, Luk: 18. 6. yea 45 the longer the mother goes with 
the child, the bigger will the. child bee, and the more pais k 
puts the mother to ; fo the longer God keep; in his wrath and 
beared with a people, the bigger will the child* of wrath bee 
ivkm it comes forth, and the greater will our mifery bee, whet* 
God hath long held his peace and been (til, then faee'l cry fad- 
denly like a travelling woman* and wiU deftroy and devout at 
once, lfs. 42. 14, 

v Now the Lord (hew mercy unt» EngbmJL and awakenus out 
of our deep fecurity, for weluroe been a. people that have ex- 
ceedingly abufed die Patience ai¥ilong-£ufifering of our God ; 
as he natn loaded us wkh mercies, G> we have loaded him with 
pat iniquities ; wee have made max tawak with our fim, and 
broken no heart With our abominations, £ulu 6. 9* As wee 
have been encreafed, fo wee have finned, againft hun : the 

more victories and fuccefi wee have hads, the moce blaJpbe- _ ^ 

mous and licentious we have been*, Do wee thus requite the i wlSc« iat**- 
Lord oh foolifh and unwife ? Isxhiitbfe tbanb ?«*^n%*8nk> 
:v Sod ft* above an hwriied yeap^ *m1Vt** .^'SstJSSL 
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vdrigcd onfwfoa Natian.a* jhts? 'tis true,, the Lor^iatt 
fo^eltrogwit^fus, but hi mil no; afwayes bear.; but a$ he 
laid co Ephra'm here, io may I fay to Engldni, The i^fluity 
of England is bound up, and her fin is hid till a meet time o£ \ 
puniftunentis come, which we have caufe to fear is no w at j 
hand ; a.ndthcn God will reckon with us For all together, as ; 
wee ufe to do with rebellious children. Now firrah, remember ! 
your villahy at fuch a time, and your ftubbornnefs at fuch a 
time. So now, remember your Covenant-breaking, faith 
God. Item y take this for your blafphemies, and that for your 
vyitchcraft ; yea, and take! this for your Herefies, aye> and take 
that for your Atheifm and Apoftacy. Take this for your in- 
tolerable Tolerations , and that for your reviling my Mefr 
Ifengers; • 

Saran hath his Methods, Depths and Devices, and amongft 
the reft this is a fpecial one, firft to tempt men to fin, and then 
to tecurity in fin. Ttf this encthe* perfwides- them they may 
do \Vell-enough,though they have done thus and thus, yet they 
(hall hear no more of it; Thushee deluded our firft Parent^, 
Srft hee tempts them to fin, and then goes about toperfwade 
ft th»m that they ftull not dye nor bee puniflit for their fid, 

s« f ^Bw»£t Gen% 3 ; f ' H?e ^ ours ct) frc ? wn/rom fear i . that fo they ma^ 
hi* Rcmcdycs bee free to fin.. In good things,hfce feparates the means flbm 
againft Satanstaha^ricL and in evil, he feparates the end / from the meanl 
^VJn ^l^™ gp^decetver of the whole world, blinds men anb 
his Faft Maudes tnem, perfwading them that vvn.it they have done, et- 
Senium Hwp;| 110 ^ *f ? be a fin, yet 'tis but a fmall one ; or if 

3 preacht it be a great qne, yet jt is. not known, or if it be known, yet if. 
i*4*- 4lhatf i^^'JutnAc; " ttuS -Seducets ind falfe Prorfietf, 
thofe devils incarnate, Devils cloathed with. fteflVand blood, 
like their father the Devil , they curfe wfere God blefleth, anp 
Iblefs where God .ciirfeth. They daVVb over mens fids, v4 
fow 1 pillovVs 1 under mens elbows, perfwading men t\frt fbe eyife 
* threatpfed <halHi?ver conie, but they, fliall have Peace^ thoi^ 
* JXSodMtl^aidih is* no Kace tti the wtf:k&d, a Kinesjf. x8L 
\fm Wi iiMi^nce the : Apoftle wam's' us thrice to take heed 
that no friah deceive us with vain Words, miking u$ beldeiv$ 
■that we hiay BHdofatfer^ covfctQUs, fornicators^r '.aM^f 
V wer'fc ^mViqp it?; rCtrJif Got. 6, f/ £^^. 6/h\ 
W dtiiiikA«fit e'kfflvttlihth mc^A^oSx t^\^ i<m<&B&k; 
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diftin&ions and evafions delude your lefves,and delude others' 
"but there is no deluding God, who knows us better rhan wee 
know our felve*. Carnal hiding of fin hinders die prosperity 
of cheiinaer, Proy. 18. f f . the moxmcn hide them in thU 
kinde, the' more; God will reyeal them; as wee fee in Sa#l f 
Achw^r&DaviAj what means didheuietocoverhisiniqui- 
ty^lriit a*t in valit , for God brought it to the publickview'of 
all, 2 Sam. 1 2. r 1. the onely way to have our lins hid indeed, 
is plainly and fincerely to confefs them, Pfalm 3 2. 5. 

2. Whereas thou plorieft that thou halt efcaped fo long un- 
puhiittj kftow, that tis a fore pamjhment to go unpunlfbtfor fin. 
vVheri die Lord was angty with Efbraim]e&z bids let him alone ; 
and tells him rhat he will not punifo him for his fin, Hof. 4. 1 4, 
17. q.d. Since Ephraim will go after Idols, after Idols he 
fhall go, I will not by any puniflvment rellrain him, but I will 
let. hinj go on and profper in his abominations to his utter 
confufidn ; and thus to be given up to bhes own hearts luftis a 
%ne of Gods htgbeft difpleafure,. Pfalm 87. 11,12. in this 
fenfe not be ftrickeh is the foreft ftroke, Ifaji.%. and for God 
not to bee angry, is the greateft anger: as tobeellopt and 
corrected for fin is the greateft mercy, Pfalm 89. 32, 3 3, 34, 
and 94. 1 2, 1 3* ; ■ 

3. Know, that puniiliment is never neerer than when 'tfs 
eaft feared. A great calm many times is a fore-runner of a 
ftorm. When men cry Peace, Peace, thencomes fuddeti 
andfwift deftruSion, 1 Thef ?. 3. When thd^ld world was 
eating, drinking,, buying, building, marrying andfnortingiri 
feicunty, then <;omes the flood. When Agag thought the bit- 
ternrfs of death was paft, now faith Samuel y hew him in peeces. 
When men bee ateafein .S/w, there's a woe hangs over their 
leads, Amos 6. 1. to 8. When men look upon judgements as 
a far off, then God will defer no longer, 1 2. 27, 28. 
Secure Laifi becomes a booty to its enemies, J*dg . 1 8. 7,27. 
Tihz Amalakhes when they nad taken Ziglag and were dri:n- 
cen, fearing no danger, they were fuddenly furprifcd and (lain, 
I Sam, 30. 1 6 y 1 7. When the Phlliftlms met to be irerry and 
• po?t f thcmfelves with Sampfon^ he brings the houfe upon their 

.* heads, Judg* i<5. 2 j, 29. Da^lm in the midft of his cup* was 1 
. flain by the Jterfians, Dan. 30. and Babylon t\\tt\Ktete.d^ 
Iface as a Queen and ihoula fee no forrow^Vvadiudd^vv^^x^ 
(come on her, Key. 18 7, 8, C 
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Let no man then delude himfelf with the thoughts of im-' 
punity : for though confcience may fleep for a time, .yet at! 
laft it will bee awakned, and then the longer thy fins have, 
been hid, the more will it rage againft thee, ef^ecially at die 
day of judgement, that day of revealing the hidden work of 
darknefs. God will then bring every work to judgement, 
with every fecret thing,whether it be good or evil (Ecclef. 11* 
ul .) Goa will then unlock his Treafurv, and thofe fins which, 
are now feated and bundled up, (hall tnen be brought to open 
light ; and thofe fecret Villanies which men would not have 
known for all the world, fhall then be written as with a beam 
of the Sun upon their foreheads to their everlaffcng ihame. 
Sinners {hall then havenocaufe to fay, where is the God of 
Judgement} Mai. 2. 17. 
Let us therefore make, a right ufe and improvement of the 
Patience of God, let it melt and humble us, 
Nemifit deterhr quia pats efi anc [ j ea d us t0 repentance. Let us in this our 

day know the things that belong to our ever* 



melioYytoties delinqtendo^uotm 

qnamTdh?^ lafting peace, whifft the Patience of God yet 

fumere argum:ntum ad divinam waits upon us, and bee ftands knocking at the 
jitflitiampiruocatdam, & quia door of our hearts, {Rev. 3. 2o#) before the 
t>eus libenter txcft gamta^s ; door of grace be (hut againft us: for then "twill 

be too late. To quicken you,, know that God 
in the end will reckon with you for all his Pad 
■ence and forbearance ; the longer he hath borne with you, 
the greater will your fin be. He takes an exaS account of 
every day and year that be hath borne with us. Pfal. 9 5. 10^ 
feurty years hug was I grieyed with this generation. He takes! 
notice of every provocation. Numb. 14. 22. Thofe ten times 
have th^yf revoked me : though you forget your 
provocations, yet God doth not. Yea hee re- 
cords every Sermon that wee hear, and. the 
day and year that it was preached to us. 
Uag.i.-i. 

Laftly, let us imitate God, and be followers 
of him as dear children, be Patient as he is 
Patient, though wee cannot bee foby way of Equality,yet by 
way of Analogy and refemblance, in our degree and meafure 
wee may and muft ; if hee bear with us, wee may well bear 
with 6ur brethren ; if hee hath fot^vexvxi^QwsAs^ to&to^ 
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.Ver.||. 

well forgive them Pence. We ihould forbear one another i 
I and forgive one another, even as Cod for Chrifts "fake hath fit" 
\ given ns y Ephef. 4.31. Col of. 3: 13. Ler your moderation 
and cjirietHels of minde be made known to all (/ £//. a. 5.) 
'and if any man wrong us, let us melt them with ourkindf- 
neflfes {Rom. 1 2. 20./ as David' melted S**l % and made him 
Weep and coiifefs that hee was m6fe righteous than himfelf. 
£ven * Nature could fay, itbeconres a nobfer 
Qirit to pafs by injuries. When one told 
King John that his deadly enemie was buried 
there, and adyifed him to deface his Monu- 
ment; no, faid the tfing, but Inifh all the reft 
of mini enemies were as hononrably ' buried. 
'Twas an excellent anfwer of Chrjfottom to 
die Emprefs Eudoxd^vA favored 6fafweet 

mortified frame of l^jm. fl[ *b* Q&en (faid , 

I he) will banifajte, father h^ifhhee • The earth wry oni'fim. 3. xo. p. 
lis the Lords and the fulnefitfiereof. lffhewill 
[fan me ff under x let her do it 7 the Prophet l£*y fnffered as 
\t*#cb. if '(be will \let her'caft me into fhefea, and there will I 
\ remember Jonah* 



* Humana rebus ignofeert 
quum & b$numeft 9 & boniviri 
eft accept* injuria patienter fer- 
re>U4*ad ulcifcendm fe par are, 
Ariftoc. Rhetor. 1. x~c. 14. 
See Motives to Patience. Yo*ngt 
Victoy «f Patience, ch. 17. and 
a Lapide in Num. n. 3. & ad 
Rom. 11.19 Davenant in CoL 
3. ix. p. 3 13. and my Coalmen- 



The forrews of a trowelling woman fhall erne ufen him, 
he if annnmfe fin, for. he.Jhorid net ft ay long in the 
f Lee of the breaking forth of children. 



J JTN this Verfe the Prophet goeth on to denounce judgements 
J^L^atnft an obftinate and rebellious people, if by any means 
I he might awaken them out of their fecunty* 
" By the forrows of a woman in travel he fees forth the fud- 
fden, fure and fore deftruftion which was even now coming 
l iipon the heads of thofe carnally-confident finners, They 
r j| dronufed themfelves-Peacc and Pf ojj^rit^ t^V*&mi^*\ 
V*W C wichdezth, and hzd put the evil d*y totted 
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Chap. 13 



fouls, and therefore drew near to iniquity, {ylmos 6. 3.) No 
words nor warnings, no mercies nor judgements could work 
upon theni, therefore the Lord refolves to bear no longer 
with them, but fpeedily to furprize them with his judgements. 
7 b* forrows of a travelling woman fhall come nfon them. 

In thisVerfc we have* x. A commination, or a judge- 
ment threatned, fet forth by the fimilitude of the forrows; of 
a Travelling woman, a Metaphor very frequent in Scripture. 



Wferein is fet forth* 



Sudden 
Sharp 
Inevitabl 



orrows. 



1. Pangs upon a woman in travel come fuddenly and un- 
expectedly; Sometime whirft they are eating, drinking, 



Cbebltifilfdah, 
dolorerpirt** 
rimis. Chtbtc 
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fleeping, pi aying^ and think not of the j>aihs of travel : ,J>o 
the Lord threatens to bfcrigupon . thU flUjad people ^icK ca- 
lamities* which {hould be like the ftff&ws of a travelling Vvot 



i 



man, fudderi^nd unexpe&ed. 

2. The pains of a woman in travel are fliarp, exquifitarifl 
extream forrows, the bitternefs whereof that lfex can witnefs. 
„ §uch.patss tlje Scripture oft oiakes the emblems of extream 
Mgi&<M 48- 6\ Efay it. * 7, 1 8. and 37. f. 

J'eriC 28; and ii. 13. and 49. 24. Mtcai 4; 9, to. Gat 
4. 1 9. So the calamities which vyere coining jipon this people 
were not flight forrows^ but fuch as brought defolarion with 
them* 2. The longer a dead birth is concealed and carried 
ifi the womb, the more dangerous an3<lifficult is thetravel: 
Epftram hadfor a lohgdme concealeds^iisfii*, *nd therefore 
now his panss are like to be fo much the more grievous. 
3. If the birtn be living, the greater the birth,and the longer 
*heiygo. with it, ; .the Sharper are the pajigs ; fo the lonasr God 
feea** wit ^ people^ and the more his: Patience i^aty&d, the 
more terrible will his rtrathbq. . Y.V.. 
. 3. inevitable apd irrefiftifale;. There's no e{hf£ng when 
: <Mtce the time of trawlling is come. Cnmadeft bora y K9nda- 
tur~ mora. So the fet time of Epbr/ttms calamities was now 

/ At hand,: which they £houkl,in no wife be abte to avercor 
*y°y4e^\\ • ■;" ..; V-..- ,\[ ' ' ■ 

2. hkrc is a Kfeafon o5Ltl»s Coxrmtau^ Ucsav^ 
• ■ - - 
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folly o£Epkraim ; He is, and, for ought I fee, for 6ver vvi'l be 
MMMhmfSfo*, Which appears in' his fluidity arid obftihare 
perfifting m his fins without any ftriving to get out of them by 
Repentance, ffhrmm is an unwife fon* for had he been wife *« u hacha - 
he had nor (laid fo long m the birth. • Mn [ af ? 

x . . ' . , ; ' , . . ' V ' : \ ens (\.c.)valdc 

infpiens,mc prtrfus demcis.. *UbrmewmqHrt\velHntvfamemifm; effeverare 9 p.tcipue 
i*vitibp*wg4iwmmMrU itftribm* *t vidcrc. eft Pioy, 10. i. & 18. 3. & 12. i>. 
& 30.15. Ifa. 41.-3. Mei$fis. 

OfySl. lift tthraim flioutd reply, th>t a travelling woman 
is foon delivered, .hir parri may be flyrq^/ but ^ti? but ftiort ; 
(he hathtippe not oiily of aft end, tttt^ilfo of £ : birthV ; the ;oy 
whereof iqaketh her redieiSnber .fiefarigaflh he> m^ Jobt 
16. in. •'■ : ' ! '- - ; * : ' ; ' - - 

^/w. The Prophet replyes, that 'ti<? not fo withfpWw, 
for he's an unwife. fop jhat fticltf Jpng.jnthe 
birth, and fo will be \M deatfr Bbth df <hlh&lf 
and -mother alfq. He ufeth nomeajis to fa- 
cilitate tiwrnrffi, ortotiU^hTtfe^f %;paffiag 
through t&e r flraight gate omc^ntarfcfc. , God 
'ftapdsover Kim, ftretehing forth. hfc hatids ;aK 
.the day long to db a Midwifes officel itid tafe : Gu ^ter. 
Wm from the womb, : tb : cut his n^%id ! wato off hisfiMn 
'S*^ i& '4,.j?-) hfe had 'ho 'lAipa-ki' ^i^ odc^of *his 
.JtHjprto be waCht torn his wicfceflhefsV R^het thanettdiire 
jhe.pai^o^regengraaon, he'l venture tb'ftav a \vhile at leaft 
in die very mouth of tte matrix, thongKhebe Rifled for his 

paUl$f ( . . .■ : _ ... f • •«."»»..- (J| ' ' btreret Bcmifi 

~y. ■ ! x .:7." ". .■" • ^ i ' " v " •;• btn'm'tn 

rufturM jtif/jriibiiu marrix wirirrtrr, d.- df# ervMperetj j5«&f«re »wf r<? cnecaretur 
Ae.) ifoitfflSftt ^rthMiam fetm fingitno* apt, nihil i* fid re&nem'me defidereri 
fAttfetm 9 cumtr$fbuarm'conciembus jfarus fft exciuvu ut, fgmtmim VHope metitttr. 
.Tartwr*ns.v;i ; -'L ' : , 



j fomthofe mlJerMbie ftrdtgks vAercin hcc is: if then were butene % 
rfPi** jkifi^^ tn )** tf hee -were net utterly A \ 

'er'lrtil&jM mtxet eflSo&s jii^«m«iir\m^\ 

' fix! tVc 
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Mfti'& per ptnitentiam cnitl ac 
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on the Heart, 

j far a Hypocrite 
I may 20, "See in 
[Sfr phcrd on 
I Sincerity, ch.5 
F-7.3>74> *«• 



neither hot nor cold, that halt between two* of rather twenty 
opinions. Their hearts are divided between God and the 
world, God and their Idol?. xo.*.) They have- their 
undcrllandings enlightned, their affeition* ftirred, and they 
are ttrorigly convine'd of the truth and comfoft that is in Gods 
4vaye*, and yet thete they ftick , *tbey never proceed t6 a 
thorow converfion. -They are alirioft, but'riot altogether per- 
iwaded to bee Chriftians ; and fo (hall bee almoin but not 
altogether faved, A£t. 26. 28. God hath brought them to 
the birth, and there they (tick,- refilling to cortie forth, i-fce 
would cure them, but they will nor bee cured ; he would con- 
vert them, but they-will not bee convened, J*r. si. 9. Nfany 
have a name to live and are not far from the Kingdom of hea- 
ven, they come even to the place of the breaking forch of 
children, but there, they ftickandare ftifled. They were ne- 
ver fully brought off from their vain Principles ana Practices, 
and therefore when a temptation comes, they return to them 
again, as the dog to his vomit ^ " . 

Many go far, very far, fo as they 4iear the Word with fome 
kind of faith a^affe£tion ? with forrovY arid joy, reforming 
many things; perftofrungj njariy good duties both publtckly 
and privately" 5 *Be3Sg ehdowed' with excellent -gifts of Know 
ledge, fltterahi*V r ^yin§ ajidPreachir^ ;.and (hews of ma 
ny graces,' to the deceiving of themfetves and many others ; 
as Balaam, Saul, A hob, Jehu, Herod, Jndts, Denias, Ananias 
and Saphtra, and thofe 'Apqftates, Hei. tf. 4s 6. and yet 
fot"i^w'rf.fin«^fofe all. .Tisftidof King fe(h,]m*t 
-he ftfiote fHe groimil twrce or thrice 'and then'ftayed, ; where- 
upon tie Pnro^ faying, pou /houldef 
have fnioie the earth five or .fix time*, for then thou had*£ : 
completed thy vi£fory.6ver th£ Syrians, 1 King. 1 f. 1 $, 1 p_ 
So many a maij tjigins toell , ' aiTcf fubduetH two or three lufts 
iVmivfc^,\lrut fctwaVit of thorow work in fubduingthem all 
lofe 'ail, * : A" mah Tnav -go within a mile of fome Famous City v 
and yet for want of gbing "that fntle, Heter come there, A man 
* may bid withiii a f irig of fome good bargain, and yet for 
want of that iHlliri»,y 1 Qfe tt. The people o( Ifrtel went as 
fax as Riutijh Ifowxl 1 iiid were' witWH eleven dayes journey 
of £'*didn y and yet by reafon of their linv m*tijr Of "them 
periff.tin the wilderneis and never camet^ni y -fiivc only 
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Ver.13. 



Samaria's Drnnfal. 



17 



C*kk and Jijk** who followed the Lord fully and fincetely, > 

14, 24. and 31. 8, 11, 1a, 13. Tis fad when a man 
flball coipe near the Kingdom of heaven, and yet never come I 
there, ( Mark, 1 2. 34,) to fink within fight of the harbour > | 
and with Racbel y to dye within a mile of Ephrath, Gen. 35.16.! 
and to come within one ftride of the mark, and yetmifsitj 
that torments the foul. Many purpofe well,and promife well, 1 
they Ixsgin to repent, and begin to reform, but they are evet 
beginning, and never bring any thing to perfection ; like 
thofe filly women that were alwaies learning, yet never came 
to the knowledge of the truth, 2lim. 3. 7. like that hypo- 
critical fon, that faid he would go, but never did, Matth. 22. 
30. their cold velleities and heartlefs etfayes come to no- 
thing.. Thcfe lofe heaven many times for fomeone luft, as 
Judas for his covetoulhefs, Efan for a mefs of Pottage, and 
the young man that had done much, yet onfe thing was lack- 
ing,which ifearr'd dH ? Mark.i o.zx .if they could but have part- 
ed with that, they might have had Chrift and happinefs. 

Oh then deny your felves univerfally, fell all for the Pearl 
of price; you may buy gold too dear, but you can never buy 
Chrift too dear ; yvhat if thou part with riches^ pleafures, 
friends ? thou foalt have better riches, pleasures and friends, 
alt fhall bee made up in a better kind ; yea thy friends and 
riches (if God fee it good for thee) (hall bee given thee into, 
the bargain, Matth. 6. 3 ?• 

'Tis true, convi£ion is very neceffary, and an excellent 
Preparative to converfion. As plowing fits the ground for 
fowmg, fo doth this fit the heart for grace : and 
therefore the firft work of the Spirit i<, to con- 
vince the world of fi» y John 16. 8. A man muft 
by the Law bee convine'd of his mifery, before 
ever hee will beg for mercy : and though all 
are not converted, who are convinced, yet all 
are convinced who are converted. Men will 
not copie to Chrift till they fee no other remedy. The Male- 
factor cries not for a Pfalm of mercy, till hee bee caft. The 
prodigal never cares for coming to his Father, till hee comes ' 
to fee and fay. Here Idje^ Luk. 1 17. Men muft bee bea- 
ten out of their ftrong holds, like filli out of their holes 6t elfel 
they will^iot come in. Wee may break hooV axA 
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get out a great firfk, but cannot, rill bee bee hatf-choak. F&ft, 
convince a man choc his difeafe kdefperate, and then*per- 
fwadehiia t* cut off a leg or a& aim. Ffc^diform men of 
all ftuftsand flattering dreams, and then you wtt bring them 
upon their knees. Sad had many fki£c&, but SmtmfxMs 
than all, and at 1 all brings ton, co, J A*ev <fc If you be- 
long 10 Godjiee will efieftuaMr convince you m hfcdUe time; 
bee tbac baato begun a good work in you, wilt fimdn ft*hee that 
hath brought to the birth, wilt groe ftrengrfi to bring for* ; 
bee that bath brought you out of Smbm, mlt not reft tillhee 
haih fee you fafc in Zmt ; bee perfcfts art biffVWffks is* b» 
people*^*/. 57. a. 



/ 



nihil nififtdp*gtio fitimwn quo. *4& eitftf fmmuui vim U mmdim* ex qnibia Hgk 
nmojmfcmr. Mercer. 



This then is the firft and great worf» oS die Spirit, t^ con- 
vince men throughly of their loft and undone condkion. This- 
bvktuatfyaadfundam^ no good 

can bee done ^ wee fhall never bee truly bumbled, nor prize 
a Savious, npt bee fit for bis fenrice, nor bee irerafted bynim. 
Men aauffc oee convtoced in cbesifehaes, whatthey are in 
themfidvc*, before Chrift will reveal bhnfetfuncarf^m.Chrift 
will not powretheoylof mercy, but into broken hearts ; nor 
bee a Phyfitian to any, till they bee fick of fin. Such wilf bee 
du&ibie and tradable to his will. ?a$d whenuiAorfed and 
bumbled, to the ground, then is ready to cfo whatever Chrift 
commands him, ^8.9. & 

Naturally men have covers, falfe colours, cavils and ex- 
cufesforfin; bat when the Spirit comes with convincing po- 
wer, it liops their mouths, and puts themcofilence, fo that 
they have nothing to fay for tnemfetves, R*m. j. 19. they 
fee themfelves to bee guilty, and fucb at cannot plead their 
owncaufe without an Advocate. Whil-ft men are in their 
natural addition, tbey are full of felf-righceoufnefs, and 
filled with falfe nations. Like Riders we are full of poyfbn, 
and yet not fick of it, tacaufe 'tis their nature. But when 
the Spirit, comes, it undeceives men, it rectifies their judge- 
ments, and confutes thofe vain conceits which before had 
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rftfat-cieaaire, of die fcatefulnefc of fin, and the neceffityof 
* Saidesc Coiwi&onig & dear and infaftftfle ^emorflrati- 
-on which takes way all amansihifts, and dath Co nonius a 
man, Aat bee bath nothing to fay for himfetf. When Quill 
W confoted the Pharifees ^*for 15. «2.) hee took their 
cloaks tam then : .now I have ijjoken to diem, they have no 
cloak for thetriins. Every natural man hath feme doak and 
6wer for his -fin ; buc when the Spirit comes, carnal argu- 
menu arc confuted, and ifee devils Arong "holds are battered; 
a Or. 10^4, 5.. now hee confeffeth hee's poor and naked, 
loft and undone without a Saviour ; now hee hath no Plea, no- 
thing to pretend by way of excufe for bimfelf : and this is the 
firft Foraaein Chrifls School, hee will never prove a good pro- 
ficient in the higher forme of theGofpel, that hath not -firft 
been convinced and abafed by the terrours of the Law. God 
will have men know what hee hath done for them, and his. 
grace prized at a due race, and refpeft by theoft Chriftisnot 
Cbrift ro any ctU fmbeefeen; neither can wee bring you to 
any thing in Cbrift, till wee have brought you to nothing in 
your felves. When men ate firft broken up with the light 
and fenfe of fii^then they may expeSt ro bee Town in righteouT- 
neft,Hij/fc*jo. 12. 

x. Take heed then of ret/Rag the, Spirits **Hvi&h*s : Do 
not -drive, diitnk, or game them away J 'tis a fin againft the 
holyGhoftfo toi^ th^ T/nt fin againft Ae My Ohoft, 
ji # Many ftiflethe Spirits convi&ions, like harlots, 
who aeftroy their conceptions that they tnay avoyd the pangs 
of chad-birth. Put not wt Gods light in thy foul, left his 
Spirit ftrure mo more with you in this kind, Gen. 6. 3. when 
God fends his Minifters to Preach, Print, Difpute and con- 
vince you, yet if you will not bee convinced, take feed left 
hee fay, youihafl not bee convinced ; and in his wrath hee 
fay, means of grace never better this people, Sacraments ne- 
ver coatfcMxttem, Sermons never Iter them; face they will 
bee filthy, Jet themtoe for «vtr fihhy. w and fince they wm not 
tee purged, they ftiattnot^pur^dil Aey dTC; thus for 
God not co firm is ifheibreft jn^ement, ana a foflMiin 
ner of fome dresdfid judgement upon aperibnwtutian. 

Many love to imt^VnvHeig^ W ttot ^as* \ * 
Salvmaa, batmtof Sulfation ; « H^c^ 

n 1 c«n^^ 
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convi&ion and converfion, which is the way thirher/ Like the 
I Ifraclltcs that liked well of Canaan ^ bui th^y would not go 
thorow a wildernefs to it. But a gracious foul is thankful for I 
humiliation, as well as for confolation, and bleffeth God,! 
when by his Word and Spirit heconvincerh him of his mifery, I 
that fo hee may bee fit for mercy. The finner convinced of | 
fin* is nearer heaven than thebeft natural man in the world. 
Publicans and Harlots, that have no excufe nor. Apology for ) 
their grofs fins, are in a more hopeful way of cure, than Pha- 
rifees that think themfelves righteous enough; Better f faith j 
Auftin) bee an humble fimtcrfhan a fr°*d innocent. 

a. Take heed of Ignorance and Unbelief, which' are two I 
great hindrances of conviction. When men know not their 
mifery, nor;yet belecve the curfes which yet are due to diem, 
1 no wonder iffuch be unwrought upon. ■ I 

. 3. Take heed of quenchinr the motions of the Spirit in you, 
I for if ever yoi* be convinced, 'tis the Spirit muft do it, j4m\ 
16 • 8. all die men and Minifters in the world cannot do it 
I without the Spirit. We may tell you long enough of this and 
that fin which you have done, and all to no purpofe, till the 
Spirit fees in with the work, and make you fenfible of fin, then, 
and never till then it becomes eflfe&ual. Mark therefore 
when the Spirit moves in thee, and improve thofe opportunities 
for thy fouls advantage. For as when children are come to I 
the natural birth, 'tis God that muft and can give ftrength tor 
I bring forth ; fo much more in this fupernatural birth, is his Al- 
igbty affiftance requifice. 

Oh then follow on convictions till they come to converfion, | 
I bee no longer unvvife children, that flick in the place of bring- 
ing forth. Bee not almoft, but altogether Chriftians. Reft I 
not content with a name of living,but live indeed. Befeech the 
Lord to bring thy foul out of this prifon, tell him that Chrift 
harh proclaimed liberty to captives, and thou art one; thou 
J haft been long in captivity to fin and Satan, befeech him now 
at laft to free thee, and thy foul ihall praife him. Bee earneft, | 
let God fee that thy defires are real, and then he that hath 
brought to the birth, will give ftrength to bring forth. 

Laftly,cpnfider if a man may attain comn&ion, and yet I 
Jwifs of converfion and falvation y what will become of thofe j 
'that were never yet convine'd o£ tb&\i 6xi % kkYhI fc>»a&i*a\ 



Ver.i3. 



Samaria's Downfal. 



21 



the faicfa of devils to beleeve and tremble ? if Jehu that was 
zealous for God, and Ah*b that humbled himfelf, and Judts 
that lived unblameably, and the Pharifees chat prayed and 
fafted, and Herod that reformed many things, and Antnias 
and Sapbird that gave their goods to pious ufes ; if all thefe 
came fliort of heaven ; where, oh where will thoufands amongft 
us appear, that, come iliort of thofe who come ftiort of heaven? 
Rett not then in thy dead and formal condition, hut get a 
found and thorow convcrfion. 

To quicken you, confider, i . In fo doing you will bee mfe 
children. Naturally wee all defire to bee accounted wife, the 
title of fool is odious to us, but wee are' never wife indeed, 
till convi&ions go on to a thorow converfion; The . Prodigal 
when hee returned, then and not till then did hee come to 
himfelf, Lul^. 1 5. 17* 

1. You lhall have Gods Sflrlt to afpftjou ; the work indeed 
is hard, but fuch afliftarice will mate ic eafie. The Spirit of 
God loves to bee employed in fuch noble work, as the de- 
finition of fin, and the exalting of Chrift in the foul. Hee is 
the Spirit of comfort and Peace, butbelayes the foundation 
of it, in convincing us of dur fin and mifery. 

3. 'Twill make you frofit more by Sernms y Sacramentt^Prayer^ 
&c. When the foul is thus plowed up with a fenfc-of. fin, then 
'tis a fit foyL to fow the {feecfof Gods Word in. 

4. This will prevent abundance of farm. If Ep hraim hzd 
not ftuck fo long in the pi ace of bringing forth, it had been 
better with him,^ and hee had prevented thofe deviations that 
after ceized upon him. 

5. By coming off fully to Chrift, you will enjoy abundance 
of Peace and comfort, which ocherwife you will mifs of. A 
thorow converfion brings joy, as a woman that is once deli- 
vered of her birch, forgetreth her forrow for joy that achilde 
is born into the world. The wife Merchant chat fold all,and 
parted with every luft for Chrift, wenwway fejoycing, as ha- 
ving made a, wife bargain, the Spirit layes the . foundation of 
comfort, firft in convincing men of their fin and mifery, and 

then of an all -fufficient righteoufnefs to fre$ them from that v . 

mifery, Johi6. 8,9. % V**v^nv \ 

4. Obf. Imfctitent finmrs *rt *mj**t*> % \t^tot->y 
]/&r*m is called an unwife fon, thourftiCot Wtt^tV^** ^ , 
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riches, hee was the chief of die Tnbes : betweimpeaioeacfin- . 
noes and foods are Svnanymacs in Scripture, Prw. 1.7,32. 

14. f . Kom. u *** Tims 3. 3. Ifoagh ifaefcl brie wadd 
mayaddtire fuch as the only men; yet in Gods efteeM,i«r all 
chetr parts and Power, tbev am but/Wr and 1 Sam. 

25.25. Luke 12. 20. ana 15. 17. 1 Cor. 2. 14. Tisagrief 
co Parents when their children are fools, Prw.io. u andij. 
15. and 'as a trouble to God when bis children are ftubborn 
fools that may, but will not know the things that concern their 
peace. When men are wife to do-evil, but avetfe to do good. 
When men forget the God of their mercies, and faffer Se- 
ducers to mifleadthan, this fpeaks men fools, Dm. 3 a. 6. 
CmI. 3. 1. when men fear fufferings more than fin, and rdlift 
aflittance when 'tis sendred them, and had rather bee ttrangled 
in the birth, than have firength to bring forth , all this pro- 
claims mens folly. 

5. Obf. To he Jfcpidimder judgements is * fere judgement. 
To bee fick and yet to be infenfible cf ficknefe, is a deadly 
figne : yet fo was Efhmn here, the pangs of a travelling wo- 
man were iroon hish Yet hee flicks in the place of bringing 
forth, ( which is mortal both to the mother and the ctrilde) like 
a childe that flicks in die birth, and doth not ftruagle or move 
for its own relief. Tis made a note of a wicked man, that 
hee cries not to God for help and deliverance, when hee binds 
them with the cords of correction, J0I36. 13. 'Tisafigne 
men are flupid indeed, when they are wafited, and yet will not 
bee warned; plagued, and yet not intruded, Jfiy j . 5. and 
9. 13. Jer. 5. 3. Amos 4. 5, 11. yet fuch there have been, 
and are (till, that are no whit affe&ed with Gods judgements 
won them, nor Kpentthey of their fins, though fcorched with 
plagues, 1/^42. 25. lev. 9. 18. and 16. 8, H. and is not 
this Englmis fin ? the pangs of a travelling woman are come 
upon us,' and we aiecncompaffcd with dangers on every fide ; 
gray haires winch are a%ne of weataiefs, old age and death 
apptaad&g, are*bere wrf there upon us, yet wee know it not, ' 
feastomtfkea rightufeofft, and to repent, (Hof.7.9) but 
ftill we remain incorrigible and incurable, growing worfe for 
beating, the more pains God takes to cure us, the more we 
revolt both in do&fiifc and and therefore foice in I ^ 

W ffichitrefs thtrt is leudoefs andme w\V t^W^^\ 
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may juftty fear that wee fcall not bee purged, but as wee have 
bad our will, fa God will have his wdltoo; Ijw/fcaufemy 
Ikryw^nproyou, £^.24. ij. 

"Twill bee our wifdom to fore-fee the plague and hide our 
felVes, to mourn for the. things wee cannot mend, tp keep our 
felves free from the fins of the time, that fo wee may bee kept 
free from thofe plagues which are certainly coming upon this 
finful land ; if any thing fet us free from the fenfe of evil, it is 
the fear of evil, Trov. 28. 14. Hat. 3. 16. 

6* Obf. <Mw»sbbfe^€venwkentBejare£H:ltj^^re^ 
folly and Jfapiditj. Efbraim is a fon, though an ttnwife fon. 
The ten Tribes under Jeroboam, Ahab and the reft of thofe 
wicked King of lfrael y were (Sadly over-grown with Idolatry, 
Security, Jmpenitency> &e . and yet God owns them for his 
people co the Uft, and their circa mctfioa as valid ftill* Jemf*- 
Icm that killed the Prophets, yet were owned by C hrift for the 
Church of God ; and pee preachc unto them, even when hee 
we^t aver them foe their fins* and foe the fore-feen calamities 
which, were coming on them. The £hasch of Cmntb, wim 
carnality, c&vifions* dnmteanefe an4 profanation of holy 
&tags were amoqgft thsm> ami yet ftill Ailed the Church of 
Goal Great then is the wcbarirablenefs of thofe people, that . 
caftoifChuidiesaiHlpedp^ and 
unchurch thofe* whspfr God hath not undmrched. The bro- 
ther of the Prodigal was angry at his Fathers, kinds reception 
of tisiy and caiksliim, Ibis tfy fon y (by way of proud di&ain) 
aadnatthumjt brother y L*k *5* 28, jc. 
. Hosv many ace angry at m for owning the Church of Eng- 
land for a * National Church, and her * Parochial Affembhes 
far true Affemblies* though the Wowt and Sacraments bee 
rightly difpenfed there? This favours ftmgly of Pbarlfsical 
Pride y and too high conceits that feme haw ofthemfelves and 
of their Church-way ; in whofe Affemblics there may bee 
found W6rfe things, than in many of thofe Churches which yet 
they reje&. But agarnft fcparation, fee more at large in my 
Conynentary en % Tim. 3. p. 11, it. and 141, &*. 
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/ fp/// ran font them from the power of the grave, 1 will re- 
deem them from death ; O death I will he thy Plagues, 
O grave I will he thy dcjlruttion ^ Repentance '(hall he 
hid from mine eyes. 

THis Verfe' is a kinde of Parenthefis, and bsing taken in- 
tireiy in itfelf, the context will run more fmoothly. 
'Tis full of. knots and difficulties, it hath almoft as itfany in- 
terpretations, as there be Interpreters, and: as many various 
Lections, as words. 

Some read the words conditionally, and put in the word, if y 
and put the Verb in a different Mood and Tenfe, thus, if 
Efhraim were wife and -»oul& but repent, I weald haveran- 
fomed him from death, / rv$*li have redeemed him from the 
.power of the grave, (#. e.) I would either have preferved him 
from captivity, or elfe . I would have delivered him thence. 
This is true, but not from the Text, for the word is Efhdem in 
the future Tenfe, libcrab* y I will ranfom, I will redeem : and 
wse may not change Mpod and Tenfe to make a fenfe of our 
own, though never fo good. The words therefore are to bee 
taken (imply in themfelves for a lingular fupport to Gods peo- 
ple in their deepeft diftrelfes ; as containing in them a preti- 
ous cordial, and a moft comfortable Evangelical promife, of 
a mighty Redemption and glorious Refurre&ion to the rem- 
nant, ..according to the election of grace , whom God would 
have comforted in times of diftrefs/Tis ufual- with the Prophets 
to intermingle comforts with their threatnin^s) to keep Gods 
people from defpaire. (So Hof. 1. and 2. and t r. Amos 9. 3, 
to 1 5.) Before he had threatned deftru&ion to the wicked,now 
he comforts the Penitent. 

In the words we have, 1. Ths deep diftrefs that Gofls 
IpeQplc were in? they were in the * hand of the g rave, and in 
the jaws of death (#. e.) they were & \wxt &^*t&Wk&\ 
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*n captivity. The word Sheol Unifies, both the grave and 
hell. t. Tis taken for the grave, to Gen. 37. 35. Prov. 30. 
1 6. 2. For hell Metaphorical (i. *.) fome deep diftrefs, />/*/. 
86. 1 3. 3. For the local hell, Prav. 15. n. wee may take 
in all thefe, for Chrift hath Redeemed us from them all, and 
triumphed over them on the Crofs, Colof. 2. 14, 

2. Here is a Promifeof their Redemption from this their 
mifery, / will ranfom them from the power of the grave. What 
is that? why exegetically 'tis added, 1 will redeem them from 
deathy (jue ; I will bring my Eleit out of. their captivity, 
where they lay for dead as 'twere ; and this deliverance 
(hall bee to them a pledge of their Refurre&ion to eternal 
life. 

3. Here is the manner how this (Y all bee done, fet forth by 
a Profqpopeical Apoftrophe to death and the grave,- whom he 
bririgs in as fome living enemy, and therefore calls to him, 
faying ; O death I will bee thj deathy grave I will bee thy de- 
ftruttion, q.d. O death,thou feemeft tobe mighty and power- 
ful, but I will difarm thee of it all ; 1 will not only bite thee, 
but deftroy thee ; 'tis not morfm (as thfi Vulgar) but exitium y 
an utter deftru&ion of thefe enemies of our falvation. 

4. Here is the certainty of this deliverance, drawn from the 
conftantyof God in keeping his Promife, and from the im- 
mutability of his decree. Repentance jhaU be hid from mine ejes y 
q. d. I wUi never repent of the mercy which Lhave promifed 
them, but my goodnefs to them (hall be firm and unalter- 
able. This , fenfefuits bed with the Original and%ith the 
context, wherein God promifeth • a choice mercy to hiis peop e< 
The Vulgar and the feventy render it, confolation is hid p om ^cham, pom- 
mine. eye;: 'tis troe, the word in the Original fignifies conCo- tude confolatio. 
lation as well as repentance ; but to render it as a threatning 
lere, as if God ftiould fay, I am fully determined to deftroy 
my people, for coniblation;is hid from mine eyes ; This is very 
improper here, for it confounds the context, arid the fcope of 
theVerfe, which is to comfort, and not to difquiet Gods peo- 
ple. In itthc;Prophet, the better to ftrengthen the faith of 
Gods people, doth highly, extol Gods Almighty power ; for 
s when wee are in llraights,wee are very apt to queftioa tta,^ 
'{Kim. w\ 13, ,21, 22,2^ PfMtf&iQ!) To*fc^o*tecte, 
Gods 1 people tying in ^ptiviy;/ yvere'as ^adm^^tA^^^ 
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hope of recovery ; I but faiththe Erfaptetv though ye Were 
dead, yet God can raife you again, For hee's Lord of death 
ndhell, and hath a fovereign power over them all ; though 
teath conquers aH, yet hee conquers death ; though it be 
mighty, yet God is Almighty, and there's nothing too hard for 
ciim ; he will be the death of death, and if none will redeem 
you thence, yet he will-. 

Qgcft. The Queftion is, of what Redemption and deliver- 
ance doth the Prophet here (^eak, whether of a corporal or 
piritual Redemption ? 

An[. Gf both. r. Literally thfe Lord promifeth to free 
his Ele& and penitent people from the grave of their capti- 
vity. Baniftit men are counted as dead men , efpecially in 
a civil fertfe j and the place of their baniftimtnt is as the grave. 
Now many^ of the remainders- of ffratl> after the deftru&ion 
ofthwir Kingdom* joyned themfelves to the Jews, and with 
them cattle oat of Bahjfon. Though for their Idolatry and in 
gratitude, hee tfireatnfed p^ipetual bani&ment .to them, yet 
for the comfort of bispfeopld that then Wdre, and after fliould 
arife, hee promifeth a Redemption for them, (Hif. 1.10.) 
which was fulfilled about two hundred years after that Sama- 
rwwas takeri^ when C/rnr proclaimed liberty to the Jews to 
go build the Tenjple> jficrri. t 

i. Typically it alluded to our Spiritual and eternal' Re 
demptiort by Clirift, and^our conqueft over death and hell by 
him. By Adams fin,death came upon all jnen(-R^«i.5.i2.) but 
Ghrift bfliisReftirr^ftron hath freed us from the power of death 
and hath'fed it capiVe,which r f6rmerly led lis c4ptive,P/.tf 8. 1 8. 
Efh.4%. Thft is the Redemptr6ri(faith Z^cA;)which'is princi- 
pally and ptopbrty here mcanttfor though the people of Judah, 
after feyfenty years captivity in3abyUn^ did return again out 
of it 5 yet the people of lfrael y after that Samaria was taken, 
never returned again to -their own land, for it faas laid wafte, 
and irihabited by Grangers. a T& irfual with the Prophets, to 
ufe fuch Meeabafes, fudden digreffidris aftd paflings from their 
hiftory,to Chrift, who was their fcope, delight and love ; fo 
that every hint and ftiadbw in the Old Teftament, brought 
him to their remembrance: and then from Chrift, they fel 
co the cohtinuatict of ttfeft hifrory agjtitu . Thus 'tis here; anc 
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of J$4lrjl<w>v\&z Cwqe^i^ter pr^Jiefiefch.of Chrift the Re- 
deemer of his.Chjtffh, Efay^. &*Ez*k#l hayipgenveyflc, 
againft Idle and. Idol Shepherds, prefently turns his fpeech co 
Chrift, who k the true Shepherd of his people, 34. a : 
1 6. fo Zach. 9.9. and^j t £,7. 

In this Vetfe the. Prophet brings in death and the grave, as 
it were two .tyrannical enemies,- to whom hefpeaks in the 
Name of the Lord Ghrijft (as the Apoftle expounds it, 1 Cor, 
1 S* ? as a Conquerpur, faying, \ O death I will be thy death 
Or as the Apoftle from the Septuagint (though in this Text, 
the Apoftle. in fpme. things varies from the.prefent Septua- 
.ginc,,and fo do the allegations in! the Slew Teftament 5 which 
"ftiews the folly.of ihofe, who do equalize it with the Original 
Hebrew) O death where is thyfting, O grave where is thy 
vi&ory? The firft ^f<£i«,brought death into lie world, but 
. the fecond Afam hath ^abolifti'd it. 
. There i$ fome difficulty in the words, and therefore I (hall 
open them parricularly,and hreak every clod, that I may finde 
out the golden Oar. 

. In thgfe words we, have a gloriQu*. triumph over death, and 
a notable Encomium of the.Rcfurre&ion of the dead. Pifcator 
and others, read # the words Interrogatively, thus, O death 
where are thy pi agues, O grave where is thy deftru&ion ? 'Tis 
an infulting and triumphing Interrogation, q. d. They are 
no where to be found, for Chrift hath removed them, and 
taken them out of the way of his people ; fo that now there is 
no hurt in death. 

This various reading comes from the, apibiguous fignificati- 
on of the word Ehi y which . is rendred truly, ero y I will be : 
others render it *bl % where? So the Septuagint render it by 
?rS, ubi\ and the. Apoftle following the Septuagint, fpeaking 
to Greeks and that in Grw*,.alledgeth a Greek text, as being 
moft familiar and beft known to them. The Apoftle gives 
the fenfe and meaning, but not the words, which is frequent 
in Scripture,, the Pen-men bein* intent on the matter, vyere 
not curious in the words, but did adde and alter what might 
explain and clear them : yet the Prophet and the Apoftle are 
eahly reconciled, thus, O death 1 will be thy Plague^ Qc.\ 
I will pull out thyPeftilenr fling; G grave Iw\V\jti\si^-\ 
Rru&ion, (i. e.) 1 will get the vi&ory ovet A. I tY*\ 



Scptuagwa a 
verbis & intel- 
lect* ScrifMr* 
fepe atienifftma 
funty & veivc 
lentes veligno- 
rantes tranflu- 
lerunt qua Of- 
fend* nonpof- 
funt. Hieron. 
Erotomata b*c 
nfultoria funt : 
& far co Cm 
fpeciem babent. 
Eftius. 



Paultu Vtrfo- 
*cm Septuagint. 
imitari vi- 
detur, qma ea 
verfio potiffi- 
mum nota crat. 
Corinthiis. Sed 
interim nan 
difcedit ab He*, 
braictVeritate. 



\ 



*8 



Samaria's DwnfaL 



Chap. 14. 



Ephdem fgvfiui *** fimpSdter 
iberare, fid frctio redemptions 
redimere. It* Goal fiyuficat 
jure affirutatis redimtre, mat 
Goel affitts, *d quern pertiuebAt 
redemptto poffefonum. Zanchy. 

EbejeV, that glorious Name of 
God,whichnotfs his unchanje- 
able eternity, EwL 3 14 comcs 
from 
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Lord Chrift to ^ m ^ c Apoftle appliesthis 
text) wlU redeem them from death by f dying a 
valuable price for their Redemptio jhis none could 
d*bm l^yea I will bee the death of death, I will 
bee its plagues and definition ; it fhall never pre- 
vail again)} my people^ for i will reftore them to 
lifeagatn y 1 Com 5. 2<J, 54, 'Tis not I 
am, or I have been, but 'tis £/>*, I will bee thy 
deftru&ion. Now in Hebrew, the Future Tenfe 
doth oft exprefs , both the Prefent Tenfe and 
the Prcterperfi&Sk Tenfe ; it implies fiot only 
the time to come, but alfo the time pr Jent, and the time, 
paft, ?. d. I art, I have been, a*d iliall bee for ever deaths 
deftroyer. Chrift was Virtually the Lamb (lain from the be- 
ginning of the world, and fo was deaths deftroyer ; but actu- 
ally he conquered death and the grave, by lying dead in die 
grave,ind by his Almighty-power raifing himfelf thence again ; 
fo that death hath now no more dominion over him and his, 
2. 24. 

O death I will bee thy plagues -, not one or two, but many 
plagues, even fo many as (hall deftroy thee. 
Thou didft deftroy my people, but now I will 
deftroy thee; thou didft triumph over them, bett 
now I will triumph over thee, and lead thee, 
and all the enemies of my people in triumph 
at my Chariot wheeles, (Pfal. 6i. 1 8. Ephef. 
4. 8.) fo: under death and the grave is Synec- 
dochlcally comprehended the conqueft of all 
the enemies of our falvation; as fin, death* 
hell, Satan, banifliment, prifonmenc, poverty, 
ficknefs , tribulation , persecution , famine , 
Ifvvord, &c. over all thzfewee are more then conquerours^ even 
I triuntphtrS) throngh Chrift that loved su, Rom. 8.35,37., Hee 
name* only death, becaufe death is the laft ene- 
veber, peflis (j. e ; ) paiu iiU my rJnt fhall bee deftroyed , 1 Cor. 1 c. z6. 
tf^mXS^. yetby an Argurnenc - M+r. ad ^ from 
r the greater to the left, he comforts his people 
j thus, If I can deliver you from death and the grave, then much 
more from banilliment and captivity, 
O grave I will bee thy deftru&hn^ ot \\* Wta) twost^ swx 



?efles (\.c.) pemties & profit- 
[ gatio q*a peredan'ur & akfu- 
I miintwr omnia. Junius in Pa- 
rallel. 



The word Kf*eb not only figni- 
fiwhthe Peftilenccj but alio o- 
ther terrible, ficknelks, where- 
with God loon cuts orf the life of 
man with bittcrnefs. A'mfwortb. 
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Ebi debambd mavetb. ero pities 
ttt*omoTs (i. c ) pleniffimape- 
fiis & mors tua. The Plural 
number fcrves to aggravate the 
venom of death* 

Katabcha figmficat exclfionem 3 
tvulftonem, lium, qua Chnftm 
mortem omnix fuccidentem fuc- 
cidity a Keteb, acnleus,plaga. 



and cuaing off. The fame word is ufed, Dm. 3 2. 24. tfal. 1 
pi. 6. Ifay 18. 2. q. d. Thoudidft deftroy my people, but now\ 
I will destroy thee, fo that they may now fag 
triumphm$ly, O death where is thypeftilent fting 
wherewith thou waft wont to torture and torment 
w ? 'tis gone j 'tss deftrojed by Chrift, who is thy 
death, O ieathy and thy utter deftrullion. As a 
man that drinks a cup of poyfon, drinks that, 
vyhich will bee his rwne ; Jo the grave by fwal- 
iowing and devouring Chrift, was conquered 
and killed by him. Of old they did celebrate 
the Vi&ories and Triumphs of Achilles, Hercu- 
les, Alexander, Julias Cafar and the reft of the great con- 
querours of the world ; but alas all thofe dyed and were con 
quered by death. Only Chrift the King and Saviour of his 
Church and people, by his death hath conquered fin, Satan, 
and deaths and hath made full fatisfa&ion for us to the Law 
andjuffcseof God. * 

So that what the Prophet fpeaks here, of tbe-reftauration of 
the Jews in particular ; the Apoftle applies to the general Re 
fuxre&ioriof the dead, when this corruptible fhal I have put ox 
incorruptio/fy and this mortality (hall have "put on immortalit y, 
then {ball be brought topafs the faying that Is written, Death is 
[wallowed up in Vittory,0 death where is thy (ling}&ca Cor.i 5;. 
54, 5 5. where the Apoftle alledgeth two Texts, and 'tis ufu+ 
al.with the Pen-men of the New Teftament, to alledge divers 
Texts out of the Old Teftament, and compofe them into one 
in the New. So doth Peter fpeaking,againll Judas, AA. 1 . 20. 
'tis written in the book of the Pfalms, let his habitation be de- 
folate, and his Bifhopric^ let another take : the former part is 
taken out of Pfal.6p.z6. and the latter part, out of Pfal. 1 op. 
7* So Markj 1.2, 3. *he former part is taken out "of Mai. 
i.i. the latter part from Efay 28. 16. So Chrift himfelf, 
(Mm: 21. 13. alludes to Efay $6. j. and Jer. 7. 11O So here 
rhe Apoftle cites one text out of Efay 25. 8. he will fwallow up 
death inViRory. The other is Ho(. 14. 1 3. The fevency ren- 
der it thus • devorabit mors pr&valens. Deach devours all, but 
this is contrary bo- h to the fenfe of the Prophet and the A- 
poftle, who fpeak not of the prevailing poNtt 
thcp&ver of ChriR over death. Death \s t\N*\\om&>^\^ 
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Vi&ory * and that great dcvourcr of -all, is by 'Cirift de- 
voured. This promiie is now fulfilled in the death of (Thrift, 
who hath already deftroyed the power of death for his 
people; and fhall bes compleatly fulfilled at rhe ftt&rrc&ion 
of the dead, when all corruption and mortality (hallbeeto-; 
tally taken away, and death (hall bee fwallowed tip in k Vi- 
■ &ory forever. In the fenfe of this mercy the Apoftle breaks 
fortti ravifhed as it were with the contemplation of this 
conqueft over death , into a triumphant fong , which all the 
" Saints {hall fing at the laft day ; when they ftiall bee totally 
freed from the captivity of death and the grave , tbenlhall 
they infult over fubdued death , and fay , O death -where is-thy 
fling , wherewith thou hadft wont to wound all creatures ?- O 
grave where is thy vittory, by which thou haft hitherto kept the 
dead under by force , which now thou muft render again , as 
not being able any longer to hold them under thy power? 
1 &f.2o.Z3,i4. It isonely (in .bv which death hatb power 
over us j and it is t!he juft rigor of the Law whickinfli&s death 
upon us for fin. But thanks bee to God who hath given us 
the vi6^ory over fin, which is the cauie of death , and over 
deauh which is inflicted for fin y through Jefus Ghrift our 
Lord, by whom wee obtain an immortal and incorruptible 
life. Thus the Apoftle hath faithfully given us the fenfe of the 
Prophet, though not his very words. 

The fumme and fubftance of all is this , Though Ephraim 
hath been an unwife Son , and hath delayed his returning unto 
m*e } yet hisimpenitency andfecanty fhallnot retard or difanul 
my faithfulnefs and truth unto my people , / will never repent of 
thoje gracious fromifes which I have made to them , but wi liter- 
. ta)nly fulfill them. Let not therefore my chofen^ penitent ones def- 
pair as if there were no hope, nor help for them ; for J their Sa- 
viour will redeem them from the power q[<*IL their enemies , and 
caufe them- to rife from death ( which had power over them 
th ough fin) unto the glory of eternal life. So that now they may * 
begin their Triumphant Song > O death where is thy fting? 
■&c. 

. OBSEKVAT IONS. 
I i Tfo#gh the Lord bee terrible totbewcVcA^ ^et-faeu a s 
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T wer to the righteous* Though plagues come fuddenly and 
inevitably upon the wicked, like pangs upon a woman in tra- 
vel ,yet even then hath the Lord a tender refpect to his people, 
and will ranfome.them from the power of the grave, I fa. i. 
24,2.5,25,27 and 3.10,11. And though they ihouldgointo 
Captivity with the wicked , ycc God will feta diftinguifning 
mark of mercy upon'them, £^.9.4. Rev.j.$. In the midit 
of his Judgements hee remembers mercy , and hath a tender 
eve over his people , nuking them to bee jrittied of all that 
lead them captive, Pfal. 106. 46. where ever they go, 
they have his more efpeciat prefence with them to uphold 
and comfort them*, If*. 43 .2,3. Jer. 15.13,14,15. Micah 
4.10. Dan.^. and 6. zz. When all forfakc them , yet I wi i 
not forfake-them , but will bee a fanftuary to them in their 
Captivity, £**^a 1.16,1 7. God is ever mindful of his Co- 
venant to his people, and in- the njidft of all confufions , hee 
hath an Ark for jNoah y xZoar for Lot, a Miiian for Mofes* a 



Haran for Jacob y a Cave for David, a Grave for Metlmfalemj 
and Jofiak , and a Pella for Chriftians. Elijah that was zea- 
lous, and a man of fife for God in wicked times, was carried 
in a fiery Chariot to heaven. # Jeremiah that witnefled againft. 
the corruptions of the times.," how tenderly doth the King of 
Babylon deal with him, when the Icing and his Nobles lay in 
mifery?f*r.3 9. n ,1 2,i 3, 1 4. 

a Obf. The Scripture of the Old T $ame*t is the Word of 
God. 4 . . ' 

HieApoftle to fliew the divine Authority of it, even in 
Gofpel-times, refers us to this Text, and another in Jfa.2 5.8. 
to prove the divine myftery of the Refurre&ion. About 
four hundred places are cited out of the Old Teftament in 
the New. Both Teftaments are the facred word of the great 
God, and ferve for the mutual illuftration and explanation of 
each other. 

3 dK.The Serif tme h eth not in the bare words and fyllables y 
bnt in the fevje and meaning. 

Hence it is that Chrift and his Apoftles citing Texts out 
of the Old Teftament, give us the fenfe and meaning of the 
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place , but not the very words ; fo in a Text fomerimes they 
omit a word , and fomecimes they adde fomething for expla- 
nation fake, as Marth.%.1 5,23. and 25.31. Rom. io.iJ ? r8, 
157,20,31. S0C7M.2.24. compaFed with Matth.ig.%. where 
oiAto, they two, is added emphatically, not they twenty,fhall 
bee one fleih. So Dent. 6.1 3. compared with Mattb. 4. to* 
where the exclufive particle, Onety, which was not expreffed 
in Denteronomj^mt tacitly and interpretatively underftood, is 
added by our Saviour very fignificandy. Solfa.64.4.. colla- 
ted with 1 Or. 2.9. And hath not entred into the heart of man : 
Theie words are added by way of illuftration by the Apoftle. 
So 7/4.22. 1 3» Let Hs eat and drink^for tomorrow wee frail dje. 
But the Apoftle puts it in the prefent tenfe, "1 Cor.y 5.32. To 
morrow wee dye ; and this hec doth for explication "fake,to ex- 
prefs the defperate madnefs of thofe Epicures * who woixld 
cat and drink fecurely , although they were to dye prefently. 
This (hews the folly of the Q**kj"g Scripnrifts ( fuch there 
are in our dayes as weH as Anti-fcripturifts) who take the bare 
words and fyllables , and will not fuffer any meaning; or ex- 
pofirion to bee given of them. Thus when they call for a 
proof of Infant-baptifm , you.muft fhewthem in fo many 
words* Tho*jhalt Saptife Infants ^ elfe they will hot beleeve 
you. Tell them, that generals include particulars , and that 
children are confederates , and in Covenant with their Pa- 
rents, and therefore have right to the feal of the Covenant; 
and that Infant-baptifm now , is as lawful as Infant^ircum- 
cifion of old ; yet this dorh not fatisfie, becaufe they« cannot 
read it in fo many letters- Thou (halt baptife Infants. So the 
Papifts they ftick to the bare letter, This is my fody. Where- 
as that bread could not bee his natural body, for Chrift was 
then alive when hee faid, This is*mj body , and the Apoftle 
calls it Bread , Bread , four or five times after confecration , 
1C0r.11.23, to 28. ■ 
The Scripture lyes not in the*bare and naked word?, but in 
2fr pmemus in aQ d- true interpretation of the words , which is as it 

verbis striptiir. *were the foul and life of the Scripture. Hence Chrift bids 
farumtjfeE- us not barely read , butfearchfoz die fenfe and meaning of 
vdngeflmsftd 

'/^/i»/u-^n bifuperf^ fed in radice ratiohis .Hieron. 

Com ad GaL t 5:e mort Dr. Pr'tdeanx fachul. contr oa>erJ\CX% ^ Glafcus Ybitolog. 
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the Scriptures, Job. 1.39. The. Lawyers have a faying, Mens 
legis eft Uxy not the bare words, but the meaning of the Law 
is the Law. 

3 Gbf. Chrift is the Lord. 

Hee ' that hath power over death and hell is the Lord , but 
Chrift hath this power. Rev.l.\%. and 20.13, .Death and 
hell gave up their dead to Chrift their Judge. It is hee that 
by the price of his own blood hath redeemed us from the 
hand of fin and Satan, from death and hell ; what the Pro- 
phet fpake of Jehovah, the Apoftle applies to Chrift , 1 Cor. 
l 1* 54* ??• But of this I have fpoken at large elfe- 
where. ^ ■ ^ 

4 Obf. There is an holy harmony , and fwtel > confent in the 
Scripture* 

There is no repugnancy, no real contradi&ion there. Like 
ftones in an Arch, they mutually uphold, and ftrengtben each 
other. TheDo&rine of the Prophets giveslight to the Apo- 
ftles , and the Apoftles again, ittuftrate and explain them. In 
both there is one, and the fame Spirit of truth, who at fundry 
times, and i n fundry manners , hath publiihed one and the 
fame truth to his people, flWfr.i.i,*. Tbeymuft not there- 
fore bee oppofed, but compofed; Not made to contradi&, but 
to confirm each other, Lnkg 24.4*. • 

% Obf. Cods people jrhileft they are in this porlJ 9 maj fall in- 
to deep diftrefsand miftry. . . ' 

They may bee brought fo low, that co a carnal eye they 
may fcem dead and buried , paft hope and help, notonelyin 
their own eyes, but alfoin the eyes of others. Wee hatfe < a 
notable inftance for this, H&tbtf.i. to 15. thedefperatecon- : 
dition of Gods people in thvir Babylonifli captivity , isf there 
fet forth by dead , dried bones , to an eye of fenfe paft all* 
hope or poffibility of recovery ; in fo much that Gods own 
people vyhofe faith ftipuld not fail,cry out, verf .1 1 . Our bones 
are dried y onr hope is Uft y and wee are cm off.. Yjca the .Prophet 
himfelf daggered, and was. non-pluft, verfe 3. the Lord asked 
him, Son of man, can ihefe hnes live ? Is it pollible that ever 
fuch dry bones iliould live again? The Prophet anfwers; Lord 
thou kpomft 9 q. d. it pafleth my apprehenfion .to conceive 
How this (hould bee ; I know not how it £h6vt\&\»£ c&&&^ 
hue Lord chouiaowcR what thou haft to do^ «AxJ5 ta£rTfe» 
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thing bimpoXible. This the Lord doth in hiswifdome,to out 
us of ourTelves r and all creature-confide nces,that in an holy 
defperauon wee may fay with repenting Ifrael, Afottrfkall 
sot fave us , neither will wee ride Hfonhorfes y nor fay any more to 
the work^of our hands, Tee me our gods fir with thee the father left 
fade mercj, Hofa4.g . 

6 Qbf. God in kit d%etime will dtUvcr his feofle out of the 
deepeft difireff. . 

Hee is Omnipotent, hee can, and will redeem Ifrael , not 
out of one or two > but out of all his troubles, Pfal.2^. nit. 
Art *k>u weak? Hee. can ftrengthen thee. Art thou fick? Hee ! 
can heal thee. Art thou dark ? Hee can inlighten thee. • Art 
thou dead ? Hee can inliven thee. Haft thou kin in thy grave 
tili thou ttihkeft again > fb did Lazarus. Haft thou, lain rill 
thou jirt rotjeen ? f o did Ifrael in their Babylontfh Captivity, 
and yet were reftorsd, jtkf^37.ii,ia..Soindefertions wee 
ace apt to bee defpondent,, when wee walk in darknefs , and 
canfeenp ligfeti.oeither Sun4ighc, n6r Moon-light , neither 
Star lights nor Cjahifie -light ^ but are like unto dry bones in a 
Sepulchre,withouc life, without Ipiric, without ftrength , with- 
out comfort and fee do way of deliverance* Aye , but now 
is a pii^ t^live^feidiy arid not by fenfe, V/rf.40.27,2 8, rp } 
50, $ 1 , and 5 o. 1 o. Such is oqr weatoieTs , that wee are apt to 
iimirttfc hoty'^ytepf ?Jj*a*l) and to think that hee can help us 
in leflir trials , and bring us out of petty crolfes , but wn?n 
i^mtfiuUms^decnmanttr^omz great waves of Tentation come, 
ttjjan w*e>*re:apt to«paeftion Gods power and promifes y and 
. t^'y^tb^vid'^lKfljMo^ day ferijUbythe h**d of S*ul y 
1 ^«ii*7iiq::.WcB apd ape cotfa vnvith Mknha\ If Chrift had 
• jcoaac; alitrtefobncr,. heecmight have raifcd Laz,ar*s, but now 
: (faith'fiie ).hfijftink$i.and is paft help, Joh.i 1 .29. Aye but it is 
tb^ better foe? that y for now Chrifte po\ver will bee the more 
! n-^dfltei -r »M *hit'Pach6r the^ more glorified. The more 
. grievous thyidificafe., the greater will the praife of thy Phyfi- 
ti^vb^m'th^'curey and wee rtialt" ldve much, when wee fee 
how much is forgiven ; and therefore David makes it an argu- 
ment to mw«e.tfae Lord to pitty him , becaufe his fins were 
g r W* /^pA2^rt-lleiwmDep,it^Gods ufurf courfe to let 
/ n:etj fe&jdead iarid'buried (asitvrae^uV ttiifcq ^ and. to bring 
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when trouble comes, then hee comes-foo. \Veecsad. of three 
perfons that Chrift railed from the dead; Ons was dead, but 
not carried out, Mvk* 5.41 . A fecond was de^d, and carried 
our, Luke 7.* 4* A third Was dead, carried out,, buried , and 
lay till hee liunk in his grave , ;ahd t|?ac was Lazarus ^ :Chrrft 
fpeaks but the word, Lozathi come -forehand hee Jives. God 
is never nearer to his people , than: whefl co a carntl eye hee 
feems fur theft off, As wee fee in the^ three young men that 
were caft into a faery Furnace, and Daniel into the Lions den. 
Senfe and carnalreafcn would havefsid f Godhad m&m for- 
f aken them , and there was no help ^ yet" even then- 'did rhey 
finde the greateft help , fo good it is tomift in God;. '1 > 

7 Obf. Death in it [elf is a formidable eneiHy ^ and cottfi- 
dercdasa curfe due to imfeniten* finkers y his very terrible; even 
the terribleft of all terrihles t as \Arift*tle calls it. 'It is 
armed with flings and plagues, iafl#« therefore called an 
Enemy ^ 1 Cor.iy.a6. An&tht Ki»^ftmhi*s \ even iuch a 
terrour as is the chiefeft and greateft of rctrours , Job 18.14. 
Hence dreadful calamities are fet forth bythe jbadm ofdeah, 
Job io.ai^ai. and ld.i£.and 44,1 7^/^.13.4, Jer. 13.15. 
andrAr mongers of death, Jbar.i6:i*> vaiid-the fnare's ^for- 
rom y and terrours of death, Pf&l<ty4*4* [*qd 55.4. It is this 
that fnatcheth men; (when th€yU^xhink of it) from their 
dear Relations,. Pleafurss, Riches, 'Recreations , Manfions, 
Honours,.^?, which they lovs is their lives ; and this muft 
needs bee terrible to a natural man who hath no affurance of 
better things when, he dyes.tfcaicefecb are faid to be inb<5nd 
age, and a flaviiTi fearof death ' all cheir:li& long, • Heb.i.i y . 
whilft wicked men look upon death aca diftance, and think it 
far off, they fear it not; but when God *hall open their eyes 
by ficfeiefs, and fummon them to appeac before him, then like 
ta(hnr y they MzMagor-mijfabib^tztvmi tothemfelves, and 
alkttut are' round about? them > 'tft+.tb^rfySaul, though a 
King, and a valiant man , yet when hee beatfd that death" was 
at the door , and: hee mufl dye to morrow, was fo dif-fpirited 
with this difmal news, thachee fell into a deadly trance , and 
viflts flOLabie.to bear it, the fear o^dearJbr had; well nigh : ended 
" hiin before his death came,, 1 Sam. 7 9.1 9>*o v So Belfaiz>z*<tt A 
a- mighty Monarch, iii the fieigftt of blsavut^"^ 
K* countenance i>cAanged, his thoughts ttou>Ae.\vvcfc ^ mA\s* 
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: joynts are looted ; but whence came, all this terrour and a- 
i mazemenc ? why it is for. fear of this King of fears, Death, 
• which fuddenly after furprized him. Dan. x . 1 , i.&c. This puts 
an end to all a wicked mans comforts and hopes , confidence 
(hall now bec awakened, and hee muft give an^ccount of his 
Srewardihip* This made Levis xhc eleventh King of France 
to command his fervants in his ficknefs , that they fliould not 
once mention that bitter word Death in his hearing. Yea even 
tbe godly ina temptation* for fear of death , have not a&ed 
likd themfclves ac other rimes , as wee fee in three of the 
^reatcft Worthies chat wee read of in the Scriptures, firft-^- 
krahtm famous for faith,G*».i 2.1 i>i 3.8c 20.2.1 i.And David r 
famous for valour* f Sam.n.t.i 2,13. And Peter for courage 
yet to fave his life, denied his Lord. 
8 Obf. Jfe#ki**conq%erciEntmj\. 
Chrift iath dilarmed htm , and taken away his fting. Hfefe 
\ hath redeemed his from the power of the grave, and fwallow* 
1 ed up death in Viftory. Chrift by his death hath deftroyed 
death > and him that had the power of death, 
DhbolHs dlcim habere mortis t he Devil* by fuffermg of that death 

wpmum>no*quA *v> f' d v*. which/was due co us for our fins , hee hath de- 
Tyramus, ^J^^J^' ftroyed the>..power of Satan , and taken away 
^TCVJftS chaSva^.whichheehad 
&ipjb* poteftati tnditi { [up., fen of fin, whafe wages is deaths Satanthoughc 
Gerhard. . by.deathta deftroy Chrift-, but Chrift by his 

death Jeftroyed his Kingdome, and became 
more glerious by dying; like another Sampfen^ hee flew more 
at his death, than k* fits life? So th^t now wee are fnore than 
OipeatamiUtr Conquered , even Triumphers through Chrift that loved us. 
rU ^parTsbes Hee h#hiriumphed overdeath > and all the enemies of our 
Wii}mm&- f^ va tion, and wee in him our head triumph^ * Cor. 1.14. Col 
lis ckrifil. I 2^^4,1,5.: by lying in the graVe hee hatkfweetned our graves 
Kip*- for us t , fo xaat now wee m*y deep in it as in a Hbd of down, 

//*S7,a. an( * ou*fleft> mayreft.in hope of a glorious Refur- 
Ne* licit fm- I region, PfaLr6.^ Now if ever wee may fing that Triune 
tlwter viKco- phanc fong, O death where is thyjting \ It is deftroyed, abolifli- 
hwj cd utt*?- I ed, gone* This ftrong man armed is overcome by a ftronger 

Tlfifqmmyifioresfmvh /*^erxMwi»/w,i^ Ta&ica Sacra, 
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thanhee. It is not the pleafures of life, nor the pains of; 
death, .neither the-height of profperity, nor the depth of ad- ! 
verfity, nothing now can feparateus from Chrift, y.20,21 , ! 
22. Rom.t.i$y &c * Death may diflblve our corporal mar- HowChrifrs 
riage, but it is fo far from abolirfiing ,. that it perfects our (pi- death flwuJd 
ritual marriage; killed we may bee, but conquered we can ne* ! {^P ^^ fee 
ver be;Chrifts viaory is our viaory,and all his Conquefts ours. ! ©Si to* ° n * 
Queft. If Shrift hy his death hath deftroyed death y why\ Death and 
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then doth* gadtyebe ? 

Anfw. Chrift (fid^not dye to deliver (is from ficknefs and 
death*, but to free us from the curfe that is in thefe.^ By his 
death hee hath pulled out the fling of. death; the death of the 
body fiill remains, but the fting, and that which is penal is ta- 
ken away , fo*hat it cannot hurt us ;^and therefore the Text 
doth not fay, I will free you from death , fed e manu moms, 
but from the deftru&ivc power of death , fo as it flhall kive no 
dominion over you to hurt you , nor bee able to feparate you 
from Chrift. As the Apoftle f aith of fin, it is in us, but it doth 
not reign in us ; fo dye wee muft, but death hath no dominion 
over beleevers, as it hath over wicked men; it gets the vi&ory 
over them, they dye ^ and dye eternally 5 but 1 beleevers: 
death is neither 

^ nor 
tPerpetnd. 

1 It isnotTotal^ it feiieth oneiy on the body , the carcafs, 
the outfide,. it goeth to its dull , but the fpirit returns to God 
that gave ic, Ecclefi 2.7. - 

2 It is not P***/, but profitable ; in the grave wee put off 
our filth , deformities, defeats, infirmities, and mortality it 
felf. It is our attiring houfe to fit us for immortality and 
glory.. 

3 It is wt perpetual, it is but a fleeping till the general Re- 
furre&iony X^.8,io,ii . oim? conqueft over death is wcheate, 
in fieri , and partly fulfilled in this life , but it flhall bee con 
fummate , and fully compleated at the Refurre&ion 
Then ftiall they awake and fing that dwell intheduft, J fa. 
26.1 9. This upneld Job in the midft of all his farrows, / knew 
that my Redeemer lives , my comfort is, thoush I d^e «> yet I _ w 
have one to ri$it met that lives for ever * 3 *9 as* 
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j comforts himfelf with this* that God would redeem him from 
f the power of the grave , and from the hand of hell though 
riches canno; redeem the rich , yet God would redeem him, 

Objeit. / mnfi fart with Wife , Children Friends , ?Ua- 
fures. . 

jinfw. All thefe loflfes will bee made up in a better kinde, 
as you oiay fee at large in Mr. By fields Cure of the fear of 
deadvp.745. it is in the end of his Marrow. And B. Halls 
Balmoi Gilead y p.141. 

tffi. Fear not death with a flayith fean C&rift dyed, to free 
us from fuch a fear of death, Heb.%.i$. A religious pruden- 
tial fear doth well, fear it fo, as to arm your felves, and pre- 
pare for it , but not fo as to bee deje&ed under it. No wife 
man will fear a conquered enemy; if you truly belceve in 
Chrift, the Conquerour of death, you need not fear death. 
Think on Chrift when you think on death y and then you may 
in a holy farcafim and contempt fay, O death vhre is thy fl-ixg J 
Chrift hath unftinged it , and as it were dis- 
armed it; fo that now wee may fafdyput it in 
our bofomes ; buz it may about our ears as 
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drone Bee, but fling it cannot , for Chrift hath 
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taken away the guilt of fin, and hath made that 
which was fometimes a curfe to become a blef- 
fing, of a foe hee hath made it a friend , of a 
poyfon a medicine, of a puniihment ah ad- 
vantage, Phil.iAi. of the gate of hell a paf- 
fage to heaven. It is now like the valley of 
Aek*r y a door of hope; that which was fometimes the King of 
Terrours^ is now become the King Comforts^ as making way 
fortheenoyimntof the higheft comforts. Wee part with a 
life of mifery, to enjoy a life of glory. Wee ufe to fay Change 
is no Robbery,but fuch a change if? our great advantage. Hence 
it is that the Apoftle fumming up. a Chriftians privfl edges and 
riches , fets down Death as part of it, 1 not onely 

life, b\xt Death isjoms\ heethat can truly fay , I am Chrifts 
fubje& and fervanc , may as truly fay , Death will bee 
my preferment and high advancement. So true is that of S*- 
Imofiy Ecclef.7,1. The day of a mans death \ is better fin many 
cfabcic<vermiczrS\. B^eMs Marrow, ^.6-]o.&.c. 
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refpefts )ihan the day of his birth. Then , and never till then 
fliall wee reft from our labours , jW 3 . 1 7. Rev.i^ 1 and 
bee perfectly freed from fin^ and all its concomitants. 

iook not therefore on death with Philosophical eyes , as If 
it were the end of all our comforts, but look on it with Chri- 
ftian.eyes, as the year of Jubilee, th^day of our Coronation, 
and confummation of the Marriage between Chrift and our 
fouls. 

A natural man that looks upon death with an eye of icnfe, 
fees nothing but horror and terror in it ; but a gracious foul 
that looks on it with an eye of faith, feech life in death, light 
indarknefs, and comfort in difcomforr; though for a time hee 
muft lye in the grave, and death feemuo have dominion over 
him, yet bee as certainly fees a Refurre&ion , as if hee were 
already in pofleffion of it, and therefore hee t/iumphs already 
in afluranceof a total conqueft through . Chrift 1 death is al- 
ready fwallowed up by him in vi&ory ,//<*. 2 8- Chritt was 
his life, and therefore now death is his gain. Hee lived holi- 
ly, and now hee dyes happily , hee lived unro the Lord , and 
therefore hee now dyes unto him , Rom. 14.7, 8. 2 Cor. 5. 1 ? 
His care was to keep a good conscience, and now hee hath the 
comfort of it, 2 Cor. 1.12. 



Let Atheifts then , and worldlings , and wicked me fear 
death, who know no better life; but let thejigbteou<,who hath 
hope in his death , Prov. 1 4. 3 2, imbrace it , and bid it wel- 
come, as the Martyrs, did, who went as joyfully to their flakes, 
as others do to Marriages. Witnefs all thofe living fpeeches 
of dying Saints which will fhortly bepublifhedby.anable and 
induftrious hand to the world. Cyprian hearing the fentencc 
of death, pronounced againft him , faid , Lord I thxnk^ thee 
that now thou -wilt free meefr*m the bonds of the body. I fkall 
not mx lofe my lift , but change it for abetter. Excellently 
Pompenius Algerius in an Epiftle which hee writ to his friends 
from the delegable Hortyarcf of the Leonine prifon, July 12. 
1555. / (ball tell you (faid hee) firange things , I have found a 
honey comb in a Lions bells ; In a deep dungeon I have found 
pledfantnefs , in a place of bitterntfs and the (hadow of death I 
hays found ft ace and hope of l$fe. In the bell) cf bell 1 to*** > 

p^^ofufm 9 w^0 0^iwHf^hw fa l fogW y>i\ m ^ ^V**^ 

#fersfear 9 tforehavc Ifuppm* Tb* g*od htfl'A of wj Go 1 1 ^ 
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done all this for tnte. Hee that feemed fometime to' tec far from 
met y is now mofi prefent with mec. Hee that I had, km fome 
glymffes of before, now I fee him face to face * Hee hath turned 
mi winter into a glorious Spring ; why tjhwld I fear any freezing 
cold y who am tb*s inflamed with the love tf God} Let M*lc- 
fn&ors fcar this prifon, to mec it flows with hone/. 
[See feven Confutations againft Death in Caryl onjobii m i^. 

97-and in my Comment on iTim.^6.0b[. ?.p*370,&c. 
By fields Cure of tnefear of Death , |>.<Jf 3. Perkins Art of 
Dying well. Mr. Gatakers Sermon on Philip. 1.23 .part a.p.a 1 2. 
Hierons Sermonp«(?s3. Mr.' Baxter Saints Reft, p.^y.&c. B. 
ffaUs Balm of Gilead, p.*47* Drtxelims Prodromns jtsEterui- 
tatis p. 3 3 . Vol. 1 .folio. JAt.Sam.Fifhtrs Antidote againft the 
fear of Death, at the end of his Sermon on ?/*/. 3 9.9.] m 
9 Obf. G*ds Decrees are inf allible ani unchangeable. 
^Repentance is hid from his eyes, hee knows not what it 
means. Hee is not as man that hee jhould lye or repent , Numb. 
23*19. 1 Sam*\ 5,15* Hee is Jehovah, hee changeth not, 
Mai. 3 • 6 . His Covenant hee w ill not breaks , nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of his lips y Pfal. 89.54,3 5. and no. 4. If a. 54. 
9, 10. if hee hath decreed to (hew mercy to his people , and 
to redeem them from the power of hell, all the Devils in bell 
fhall not bee able to hinder it. It is not the counfel of men 
or Devils,but the counfel of the Lord that {hall ftand,P/*/.3 3. 
10. ii. If hee hath fpoken it hee will 'do it ,yea and the con- 
trary plots of wicked men ihall help to effe& it , Rom. 9. 1 1 . 
Atts 2.^3. 

Obj. Is not God faid to repent * Gtn.6.6. Jer. 1 8.8. Jims 

7«3>*- . . 

Anfw. Itisfpoken,notpropfed^, but after the mariner of 
men , and according to our capacity, becaufe his work is 
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changed, though himfelf continued) unchangeable , for with 
him is no variaolenefs, nor fo much as a fhadow of changeing. 
He is conftant and faithful in performing all his promifes to his 
people, 1 Tjkjjr.5.14. All bs wayes are mercy and truth to 
them that fear him, and keep his Covenant. They are mercy in 
promiling , and truth in performing ; not one thing (hall fail 
f ofatt the good things which God hath promifed to his people, 
if^.2^.i^M though they bee not ^tefe^Mfclled^ Yet in 
Gods due time they (halibee accotwpVv&v^ <> fot 
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come nofat our time, yet hee never fails his own, Dm. 
32.35. Hab. 2.3. ^ - 

10 Obf. Beleevers in this life may tee affured of their fal- 
vation. 

Repentance is hid from Gods eyes , whom hee love* once, 
hee loves for ever. Not one of thole that the Father hath 
given to Chrift fliallpertfh, Mmh.i^i^. Joh.6.39. T ^ 
foundation of the Lord ftands fure , more fure than die Pil- 
lars of the earth ? or the Poles of heaven. 2 Tim.i.i p. The 
Decree of Hedion is there called a foundation. % It is 
not every foundation, but a firm and fure foundation. 3 It is 
not ^foundation of mans laying ^ but it is the foundation of 
the Lord* 4 It is not a tottering , but a ftanding founda- 
tion built on a , rock , fealed and confirmed by the Spirit, 
counfei, and fpecial knowledge of God. Hee kpom who are 
hts. Hence the Covenant of the Lord made with his people, 
is called An everUfting Covenant, 2 Sam.*^. Hof.2.19,'20. 
And hee hath fromtfed to flat* his fear in their hearts, that they 
(hMnever def art from him, ]^.^2^pyi£ they fall, yet they 
iTiall not bee utterly caft down, for the Lord upholds them 
with his hand,Dw^3 ?.3.^'37- 2 4- Prov.2. 7j %. Job. 1 0.28. 
They, (had not by their own fttength, but are kept and 
guarded by his Almighty power through faith unto falvarion, 
1 Pet a. 5. Common gifts and graces may fade and fail,but his 
jjjifts, i. e. his peculiar, effential gifts , which appertain to fal- 
vation, are without repentance, Rom.i 1.2 9, But of this I 
have treated at Urge elfewhere, - 
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Though tctiket fruitful amongft his brethren, anJEaft- 
wind fha$ <me^ the wind of the Lor4 (bail come up 
from the mkkrmfs , and his firing JhalHecomc dry* 
and bis founuinjnalllee dryedufc $ tee Jhall ffoyl the 
treafare ef alt f levant 'V<$el$. 

THe Prophet "haviig; comforted Gods people , feturns a 
gauiiodie dcnounciac f judgements ^abftxte wick- 
ed 1 And becaufe iimUitudes do make a deeper iraprfiffion 
than plain speeches, therefore heeufeth ^ fimtlitudesf. Verf-i ?. 
bee fcuforth th^^diftrefs by the pains of a woman in tra- 
vel ; and in-this if . vfidfe.hee fees forth the fpoil wAbavock 
that fhould bee made amengftlthem by sJmmt&r King of 
Af)f\a., whkh'hee ilto&rates by a double ftrtilixude. 

"But firftJiee prevents an<^j^k>nyvhidi jE^^inigbt 
make, J am fruitful, md ahomi witbriohes y honour s y ftrength> 
and therefore J fear #0 fall* 

Jnfm.hdmt it b*e fb, though Ttyhram b§e fruitful a- 
mongfl hisbreihrcn , jot an Eaft^mifallUyw up* Urn , **d 
make him wither )&c. 

On this Verfe there are almoft as various Interpretations 
as there bee Interpreters , fo that I may fay of it, as Maldo- 
nate faid fomerimes of another Text , Nefcio an hie locus fa- 
ciliorfmjfet finemo eum exfcfmfet. This Text had been plainer^ 
if fome had not medled with it- 

1 Some make the words apromife of great bleflings to 
Ephraim after all his forrovvs, Tethee ft all ' bee fruitful amongft 
his brethren. After the^)r#rf#had fpoyled him of all his Trea- 
fure , yet by the might of him that ranfometh men from the 
grave, they (hall bee raifedup. But this is a forcing of the 
words contrary to their genuine fenfe and meaning. % 

2 Others apply it to Cbrift^wd^ ft\&V ve«x«a& md 
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. multiply his He& both in number and glory at chel aft day. 
The very rehearfal of this is confutation fufficienc. 

3 The Vulgar Latine,leaving the Hebrew ca follow the 
Septuagint, read it, Ephraim divider, Ephraim (hall divide 
amongtt his brethren, and make a fchifm araongft thim,there- 
£ore God will fend the Ajfyrian. againtt him. But the word is 
JapbriyGrefcetyWX. Japhti, divider. 

4 Lyra hie d*lirat y when hee takes , or rather miftakes the. 
word for adivifion aadfeparation at the end of the world, 
when the evill {bail bee Separated from the good, and the 
Goats from the Sheep. Qtite contrary to the fcope of the 
Text* which fpcaks of increafing , not of dividing ; and of 
Brethren , which Sheep and Goats were never yet ac- 
counted. 

x In the words wee have Ephraims Dignity , and Ephraims 
Downfal; or Gods Mercy,and Ephraim* Mifery. 

i \i&tz '\s Ebb-aims Dignity, Hee was fruitful amongft 
his Brethren y hee was made the head of the Tribes , onely 
the Tribe of Jttdab excelled him in Dignity , Hof. 1 1 #lt. eife 
for number of men, for power and riches bee excelled them 
all. The Prophet alludes, i To Ephraims name, whUh figni- 
fied fruitful andflourifhing, fuch as his name, was, fuebwas 
he; Ephraim was his naine^nd fruitfulnefc was with him; both 
the fruitfulnefs of the earth i and the fruitfulncfe of the 
womb ; Hee was like a bough by a Well fide, fruitful , and 
flourishing , whole branch run over the wall. Hee had the 
upper and the nether fprings , the blefltngs of heaven above, 
and of the earth beneath, G>w.49.m,zj. a Hee alludes to 
the buffing, which Jacob his Grand-father gave him on his 
death-bed, Gtor.48.1d, 19, 20. Ephraim fball increafe more 
than Manajfeb >■ and hee {hall become a multirnde of Na- 
tions. 

2-Here is Ephraim* Downfall for abufing thofe bleffings, 
they fhouid have made him more fruitful and obedient j but 
hee like -an unvvife fon tecarae m6re infolenc* -Idolatrous, and 
difobcdieat,S*/. 1 3.5,6, Therefore God will now fweep all 
away , and -make him know the price of his mercies, by the 
wanting of thqm. /#» Eafi-mndifoall dry np all his fprirtgs. 
Where wee have, 
1 The Judgement thfeatned, . 4n Eajl-Wvni |JoaU comtN 
_ G 2 
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This wind ufually is molt violent and boyfterous, when 
Godisfaid to break ftnps , it is with an Eaft-wind pfoi # 
48. 7. when hee divided the Sea , it was with a ftrong Eaft- 
wind, Exod.z4.a3, It is a dry, (harp, fearchinij, deftrii&ive, 
burning, blafting , hurtful wind, to the herbs and fruits of the 
earth, efpecially. in thofe Countries, Gen^\ % 6. Join 5.2. 
£^^.17.10. and 19. 1 2. i/4.27.8. Jonah 4.8. Hence great 
afflictions are compared to Eaft-winds,jf*£ 27.22. Jcr.1S.i7. 
This Eaft-wind is not to bee taken propcrljjjut metaphorically, 
by it is meant the King of Ajfyria with his forces , who^flhould 
come from the Eaft, and like an Eaft-wind fhould dry up and 
deftroy all before him. In this fenfe the violent Caldeaks are 
compared taan Eaft-wind, Hab.i.?> And the Affyrianis 
compared to an Eagle which comes fwiftly, with great force 
and violence. ^ 

2 From whom doth this wind come ? it comes not by 
chance oc fortune, but it comes from God , and therefore it 
is called the wind of the Lord, i.e. A mighty-,(frong, irrefiftible 
wind,carrying down all before it ; fuch an one as God him- 
felf (ball raife for the puniftment of Efhraim, viz. That moft 
cruel and moft mereilefs AJfyrian, fent by the Lord to avenge 
the quarretof his Covenant* 

3 firom whence flull it come ? io fliall come up from the 
wildernefe,whetc the winds blow moft fiercely and vehement, 
becaufe they meet with no refiftance. It was a great wind 
from theWildernefs that brought the houfe upon J oh children, 
Job 1. 1 p. This notes the fiercenefs of the Afyrian againft 
J/rael, hee fhall rage unmercifully apainft him. 

: 4 *tere! is the Jmrt; which this violent' wind Ifrall do , It 
(hah dry *f alt his fprings \ what is that ? why exegetically 
it is added, Hee ft all fpoyl the treasure 0/ all pit aj ant Veffels 
When the fountain is dryed, the ftreams muft needs fail. Hee 
alludes^theland of Ephratm which abounded with fruits, 
andfprings, aiKl withal fets forth the great abundance of al 
things that//r4$/^enjoyed;they had not drops , or ponds , or 
torrents , but conftant fprings of mercy , whifft others hac 
onely fome ftreams of mercy ; they fate at the fountain head, 
they had the r ; oot whet* others had but branches > Hof. 

J q. d+ Sim* Ephtjtim, and tbt rtfttf tbe Tri&es fescue rebelled I 
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againftmce y they jhall bee brought to utter deflation ; all the 
J f rings of my blcjfings (hall bee taken from them, and all manner 
of happinefs Jhallfail them ; / will lend the Affyrian amongfi 
them , and hee JhaUfpoyl all their Treafures y a&dc*rry away all 
their Ornaments^ even their mofi precious and de* „ ^ „ ... 

fetching wtnd wtllfind them out>bc it goldflver, U f m i forma dicltur qticamd 
Jewels^coftlyOyntments^ coftly Perfumes , coftlj pretiopme!fyfiveill*din pecu- 
Apparely or any of the precious fruits, of the »») fi ve '« bows quocunque 
earth : What ever dcfirablc thing is bid and g^T'" * 
highly efieemedy either by the covetous , the . em . z ' 9 ' 
luptuoiH, or the tafchnoMi)-fhatt.aU.toemt.0pr*yr 
to tkemercilefs Affyrian. That which wee tranflate pleafant 
Veffel , the Original renders VeCfels of defire , it is an He- 
braifm , i.e. very precious things. Hence Daniel is called Ifh 
Chamudoth>*manof i^ra, te. a precious roan , and greatly 
beloved, Dan.a.2^ and io.n r Thus a good Landiscalled 
a t,and of dehries,*.*. a moft definable Land^ Jer^i^. and 
* ^.34. Mal.$.i%. Thus goodly Garments are called Gar- 
ments of defire > Cen.^j* j 5. and pjeafant bread is called 
bread of defires,Zty*. 10.3 » So^ll pleafam: things, whether 
Gold, Jewels, Garments , are called things* of defires, i.e* 
precious things, 2 Chron.io.2 %. J)an.\ 1.8.3 &43 • ^ is ufual 
with the Heiress cp exprefs the Superlative degree by putting 
the fubftantive in the genitive Cafe. 

Thefummeof all is this, Though E$htoim bet high { and 
mightily exacted above his brethren , yet fince he hath not exalt- 
ed my Name, who kape<exalsed him y nor made my benefits binders^ 
and my mercies motives ft duty 4nd obedience , but hath fought 
againjtmee with my t wtf favours ± dndabufed my blejfings to my 
dishonour, therefore I will bring the Affyrian upon him y who like 
an Eaft-wind jhall btafl. him ? utterly dafh all his hopes yfpoyl his 
Treaf teres , and carry him into Captivity : So th*t hee who was 
fometimes the* head of the/ Nations , Jhall now become the Tail ; 
Hee thau was above , and was the terrour ofthe Nations ^making 
them tremble-when hee fpakg , (hall now beoomethe.fcarn of the 
Nation^ and the contempt of the people* , 
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•OBSERVATIONS* 

• 1 Gods goodnef sis wholly fre. 

Hee chufech not for feniority of birch , or excellency of 
parrs, or worthinefc of the perfon , but hee loveth whom* hee 
loveth, and ftiews mercy to whom hee will flievY mercy, Rom. 
9.1 5. Evhraim here the younger brother , is ^referred before 
Manaffeh the elder , and is advanced in number and dignity 
above him, Thisdtfpleafed and oft difpleafeth us;, 

but what pleafeth God^fbouWpleafe fite onr 
felvesin iuch difpenfations as eur Saviour did , Manhxt. 
2 5, 26. Even fo O Father , becaufe it pleafeth thee, q; cf. -fihee* 
it is thy good plcafure to hide the myfteries of falvaaon 
from the wife men of the wofld,and to reveal them to fimple 
men and women , it pleafeth mee welt, becaufe it is thy good 
pleafure fo to have it. Wee are apt to confine,Gods grate to 
the.orderof nature,and external accompiiilnnents. Amongft 
all the fons of Jeff*, even Samuel the Seer Would? not have 
chofen David theyoungeft, and the leaft regarded, and 1 there- 
fore fee to keep Sheep, to bee King of Jfraet y yet God makes 
choice of him , ' and leaves his brother Eliab y Shammah and 
Abinadabj the proper perfons , great Souldierg , and prime 
Courtiers. Gods bleffing goes not by carnal feniorit/, but by 
fpiritual grace and choice, Hee is wifer than the wifeft, and 
often chufeth where man leaves* , and leaves where man 
chufeth , as wee Tee in Abel , Sem j Abraham, Ifaab^ 
Jacob, Jndab) Jofeph y being younger brethren , \vho yet were 
preferred m favour before Cain, faphet y Harkn y Ifhmael y Efau y 
Reuben, Simeon, Levi. This God doth,not onely to magnifie 
hi$ Sovefaignty and free grace, but alfo to check our 
vain thoughts , who are apt to limit the holy .One of Ifrael^ 
to our vvayes- and invention* 

2 Gods Afinifiers mujt ufeplain and familiar exprejfions for the 
better convincing of their people y both of their fnand mi f cry. The 
Prophet here ufech fimilitudes from a travelling vyoman,from 
the £ aft- wind , and the Lord by way of aggravation of their 
fim tells thtm y That hee had fpoken to them by his Prophets y and 
j had multiplied Vifons y and given them much preachings yea and t 
1 t6e fatter to convince themjae bad *fcd f tmlitttoUj b) the Miniftry \ 
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ofhuProphetSjHoC.i i.io.This is an excellent way of preaching, 
and prevailing, it doth notably illuftrate the truth, and creep 
into mens zf^ions.Ga/eaciwCaraccioJxjjin Italian Marquefs 
and Nephew to a Pope , was converted by an ape fimilitude 
which bee heardfrom Peter Martyr. Similitudes are more me- 
morable,and fuit beft with the capacities of all; For 1 Thereby 
things are brought to our fenfe. 2 Then to our underftand- 
ing. 3 To our memory. 4 To affe&ion and practice. This 
made the Prophets fo > frequejady ufe them, 5.1,2. and 
E&kj6*2*wd ffof. 14. 5. to .9. NtthA* .caught David with a 
Parable,' 2 Sam.i i.x^&c* and put of his own mouth <on- 
demns him. .Chrift who {p^ke as never man fpafce v whofe 
words were full of power ajid authorijy , yet the better to 
work upon his hearers, did frequently ufe Parables, from the 
Sower, fromLeven, from J^uft^rd^feed , Flowers, Feafts, 
from a Treafiire, &c. Afatthj^. ani ,24.32, ^^4,33. 
Luk^l 3^. Job. 20.5,6,80:. 

And the Apoftle fet<?hjech {imilitudes frpppf Runners W 
wrafilerr y &c. £ Cor. 9.24* 2 

Wee are naturally very uncapable -of xhe beft things 
1 Cor. 2ji 4. like a dull Afs Colt^untto^aWe, jW 1 Wee 
are flow to bejeeve, and hard to perceive the. truths qf 
God ; .Ghrift blamed his own Difciples-for it , i**ks 24. 2 5. 
Plain preaching is the beft teaching, it,is-the beft way to con- 
vince and convert men ; and if plain familiar preachipg will 
not work, certainly dark , myfterious preaching will never do 
it. Hence Chrift tells NicodemHtfhbt if whien tee had fpoken 
of earthly things theybeleeved not, .how will thoybeleeve 
when hee fhali fpeak to thtm of heavenly things ? a. 
This made /W,that he had rather fpeak five words in.* known 
tongue to edifie . others , than ten t&oufand in an unknown 
tongue,.! Cor ;i 4.1 9. That is the beft preaching which ftts 
forth things to the life , and makes them as plain , as if they 
vtere written with a Sun-beam. 

Wee (hould therefore admire the riches of Gods mercy 
to us in condefcending to teach us fo plainly and familiarly, 
ufing all means to convert us, and bring us home to him- 
felf; fo that if any perifh for wanjkof - knowledge, they may 
dunk themfelves , for God bath .left no maw \x^«i^vcX 
dousgood. Hse hath ufed^^pKiXons £tomt\v\\\^ \ 
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1 Natural, 

2 Artificial , 

3 Ceremonial, 
Moral. 

1 In Scripture the Lord drawcth comparifons from things 
Natural ; thus to (hew his tender love and care over his 
people , hee alludes to a mothers love to her childe ; and to a 
Hen ,• that with much tendernefs gathqjp her chickens under 
her wings, and compares his people to the apple of his *7*,Pfal. 
i 7 .8. Zack.%.%. whifch is guarded with five Tunicles , the 
better to preferve it from danger. 

% From Artificial things , from plowi ng t fowin, Silver- 
fmiths trying their mcttals in the fire, Pfaiiz. 1 Theff. 

3 From Ceremonial things, Pfal.fi. 8. Purge mee with 
hjfop , alluding to the cleanUng of the Lepers under the 
Law. - 

4 From Moral things, Ifa^66.iz. 
Many complain they are not book-learned , 1 Whbfe fault 

is that?thoii<:anft not plead ignorance for want of means. 2 If 
thou couldeft read never a letter,yet the book of the creature is 
written in fuch large characters , that hee who runs may read 
them ; had wee but fpiritual hearts , wee might learn many 
fpiritual leffons from them. 

3 Obf. The higher in mercy , the deeper in judgements If 
men abufe them. 

Fruitful Ephraim that was the head of the Tribes, and ad- 
vanced above his brethren , is now for his fins made the rnoft 
contemptible amongft them. Hence Zanchj reads the words 
thus, Quomam Ephraim fruttipcavit.&c. Seeing Ephraim is 
fruitful amongft his brethren, *.e.fince hee abounds in riches, 
power, and many priviledges above the reft of the Tribes^hefe 
lhall be To far from faving him,that God will bee more fierce 
againft him for abufing them. Capernaum that was exalted to 
heaven in the abundance of the means of grace , for it was 
the City of Chrifts residence , where hee frequently cured 
the fick, preached, and wrought many miracles ; yet for their 
ingratitude, unfruitful neft> andabu&of thofe means, they 
' were thruil down to hell. J. e. They toft their priviledges, they 
were brought to a very low att&Ttto&Vt co\v&i\^\ ^ 
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this day they area defolation , and not three, houfes Handing 
where thofe three famous Cities, Cora^\n y Bethfaida, and C a~ 
fematm ttood ; and an laft they Hull, bee damned itl hell coo j 
for contemning fogreac falvation, when offered to them* 
Matth 11.23. As AhafhucrfH faid of Haman that had abufea 
his favour , Jiang him on a Gallows fifty C ubits high 5 fo will 
Cbrift fay of fueh , Plunge them into hell fo much deeper 
than others, be :aufe they reje& Chritt when hee is tendreci 
them. None fink fo deep in hell, as the lewd,licentious Chri 
ftian. . Favour abufed increafeth fin , and mens offences are 
aggravated by their obligations. If 7Vt/and tartar s (hall 
bee damned, debauched Chriftians {hall bee double damned, 
becaufe they bring a reproach upon Chrift and his wayes , and 
open the mouthes of the wicked to cry , Behold thefe arc the 
people of the Lord , fee how loofely and unrighteoufly they 
live, Ez*k*36. 20. where the Lord hath been a f^a&ty of VU 
fion y and beflowed much preaching, if people anfwer not the 
Lords coft , they muft exped a burden of judgement to light 
upon them, /p.22.1. No place was punifhedlike Jernfalem^ 
becaufe no place had teeter preaching, and more privilcdges, 
Lam^.6. Dan p. 12. They that have preaching , fliall one 
day know what it is to have Prophets amongft them,£**^2. 5. 
and ftiall pay full dearly for their contempt of xhem, 2 C hron. 
36.1 5,1 tf.PraM. 24,2 5.& 28.9.^.5.24,15. & 30.9,11,13. 
Jer 6.1 9.8c 9.1 V 3.^^.7.1 1,1 2.^^10.14,15.^5 isthe 
reafon vihyjudgemerts ufnallj begin atth. SanSlHar/^Ezck.^.S. 
and at the houfe of God , 1 Ptf.4.17. Rom. 2. 9. though it 
doth not end there, but gozs on to the wicked, Jer.i 5. 1 7,1 8, 
28,29. the cup begins at Jernfalem , and then goes round to 
Egyp** V*>y4skelon, Ekron> Edorn, Moab y &c. The higheft 
in preferment, are firft in puniiliment ; and if this bee done 
to Ziofij wo to Bab)lon y Jer .49-1-1. The fins of Gods people 
are committed againft greater light and love, andbring more 
difhonour to God , and difgracc to his truth,than the fins of 
orhers , and-therifore of all men hee will not fpare them for 
their iniquities, as wee fee in MoJes y Eli y Davfd y Hez,ekjah y 
Zacherjfy 1 Sam.2.27, 28, 29, 30. tmdr i &WWT2.14. 'Lnkg 
1.20. They are a people nearer. to him than others^ «sA 
therefore hee will not bear with them as V\e& &o\\\ w&ta&t 
thacknowbii23i3ac,^W.i5.9. 10,1,3. Amos v V ^ 
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father will fooner corre& his children if they offend , than 
ftrangers that bee knows not, Heb. 12; %,6. Weecaniridure 
dung in our fields / which wee cannot abide in our Par- 
lours. Wee fuffer thofe briars to grow in the wildernefs, which 
wee cannot away with in our gardens. If they bee open ene- 
mies, God can better bear it- but it highly provokes him to 
bee wounded in the houfe of his friends ; when hee flhaJl 
nourilh and bring up children, and they {hall rebel againft 
him, hee cannor, hee will not brook it. //rf.1.2,7. To (hew his 
impartial Juftice to the world. -2 For the terrour of others^ 
3 To take oft" trhe fcandal that comes hereby to Religion, hee 
willpunifli fin where ever hee finde? it , Numb.20.12. Hee 
hath his fire in Zwn T and his Furnace in Jerufalem y and'is 
terrible in the Affembly of his Saints, Pfal.62.ult. 

4 Obf. Priviledges nor Prerogatives can preserve a difo 
be&ient people from r*i»e* 

Ephralm bsrehad many Priviledges, as you may fee (7^,48. 
1 £,'19,20. Dm.% 3.13,14,1 <,i<S,i7. where under the name 
of 3ofcpbi Mofes bleffeth Ephralm with the precious things of 
Sun *nd Moon, and:the precious things of the £arth,.as Corn, 
Winq, Go!d, Silyer, 8cc. and prophefies that the good will of 
him that dwelt in the bulh ihonld dwell amongft them, 
i.e. God. would ftiew his fpeciaHove- to them as his peculiar 
people, and not only give them outward, but inward bleflings 
alfo,& wouldfo ftrengthen chem,that no enemy fliould be able 
to ft and before them ; yet Ephralth finning againft the God of 
thofe mercieSjloft all. No priviledges can foelter us if God 
bee againft us. Hee that raifed us, can as eafily ruine us; hee 
that exalted us, can as eafily abafe us ; hee that made us fa 
mous for mercies , can quickly make us infamous for judge 
ments > and confume us after hee hath done us good. J*(h, 
24.20. It is not filver, nor gold, Prov.11.4. £^^7.19. 
• Zepfi.2jdt. Not men, nor might that can fave us, if God bee 
againft us, Pfal.7o,j,B. Ifa.12.6xo 1 5. Naham 3.12. Many 
truft in their fwords , and think by their valour and skill in 
war to defend themfelves , and poflefs the Land as their in- 
heritance for ever; but God tells tbem, fince they truft in the 
Avord, that they (hall fall by the fword., and bee caft out <if 
all, £zjk I i3.z6 i 2~i,i%. iff ta& ^^litiftu^ all is againft 
us , and if hee but ftamp oc bits tot «\ * ^ ^pfcafe^ 
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coineagainftus, I[a*%.x$. Jerufalem was ftroagly fortified , 
and no man thought that ever the enemy could haveentred 
it, Lam 4.1a. And if Priviledges could ever hav^ prefetved 
a finful people from ruin:, Jernftlcm hid n*vcr been de 
ltroyed , for they had more Priviledges than all the people in 
theworldbefides.lt was called the PerfeUion ef beamy the 
Joy of the whole earthy and Gods own City,by way of eminen- 
ce p /^.4 6 *4- 5. 3 5. fo famous was it for preaching, 
that it is called the ValUjof Vifi Q *<> Ifo.2». 1. and they were 
called a people near to God , the holy people, that knew his 
Name , and were bleft by him above all people, they had 
godly Magifirates^zi David, He*ekjab x Jofiah y 8cc ana zea- 
lous Prophets,as IfaiahJeremiah 9 Ez > ekjeI J iiC.znd after,Chrift 
and his Apoftles. To them pertained the Adoption , and the 
Glory 3 and the Covenants, and the Law^ and the fervice of Cod y 
and the Promt fes , theirs were the Father* , and of them Chrift 
came. Thefe eight Priviledges the Apoftle fets down together, 
ifa».9«4,5* None better feated, nontmore ftrangely de- 
livered, none had fuch fignal Prwidences , and glorious Or- 
dinances; all the world befides lay indarknefs, they onely 
were a Go(ken y a Land of light, Gods glory , bis peculiar, his % 
pleafant portion,and delighr,&c. So that {f any people under 
leaven might have been fecure in refpe&'of Paviledges, it 
was Jerufalem ; yec they falling to Atheifm, Idolatry , perfe- 
ction of Gods Meffengers, &c. they are become a defola- 
tion. Sodome was a beautiful place,Uke the Paradife of God, 
Gen.13.io. Babylon was the glory of Kingdoraes, Ifa.13.ip. 
yec both die one, and the other were deftroyed for their lewd- 
nefs and pride. 

Englandh apt to boaft of its Priviledges , and to tell what 
great rhings God hath done for us. With thankfulnefs it 
muft bee acknowledged that God hath done great things for us 
indeed. Hee hath,made us as hee did Ephraim here, the head 
of the Nations , when for our iins, wee might have been the 
Tiiyl.Hee hath fet us above,wheivfor our horrid Apoftafie$,and 
hideous Blafphemies, hee might juftly have laid us beneath. 
Hee-hath made us thiterrour of the Nations, and given us 
Victory iipon Victory, fuccefs upon fuccefs, and hath profpered 
Us by Sea and Land , bleffed us with the. w&Uw w^&k>\ 
hcR Land (all things confidered) inthfc\NCK\<l\ «&*s& ^ 
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this had not been fuffitient for us, hee hath given us the word 
and thefword, Mofes y and Aaron , Magiftracy and Miniftry , 
the beft (I think) in;the world. Befides the fingular helps in 
Print, thofe .excellent Tra£te, both Polemical , and Pra&ical; 
compare but our large Annotations wirh the Dutch Anno- 
tations, and you will fee what caufe wee have to bee thankful 1 
irithiskinde. 

All thefe things make us deeply indebted to our God; but 
had wee ten thoufand times more Priviledges than wee have, 
yet if wee Yvalktiot up unco them, and anfwer them with obe- 
dience i wee^rean undone people.. The greater our Privi- 
ledges, the nearer to Judgement , if wee abufe them. Shltob 
was for a time privtiedgpd with the Tabernacle , and the Ark, 
thofe vifible pledges of Gods fpecial prefence and refidence 
.amongft thenr, but they abufing thefe mercies, were given up 
to Judgements, fer.j.i 2. And if England go on in finning,as 
it hath done of late,- and proceed in its Hypodifie , Blafphe- 
my, Apoftafie, Herefie, Witchcraft, Formality, Prophanenefs, 
and abufe of Godsfavours l &c.' wee muft certainly expe& 
fome fweeping judgement. It is not Priviledges, it is not 
Circum$ifion, nor. Uncircumcifiotr> it is not thofe outward 
Prer©gatives,thar make us acceptable to God, but a new crea- 
ture,- G*i:6.i 5. eithetnew men , or no men in Gods efteem. 
Let us then become ah holy people , and wee ftiall bee an 
happy people. Let us anfwer our Priviledges with felf-de- 
nying hearts and lives , that as God hath done more for us, 
than for others, fo wee may do more for him than others; 
that as hee hath given us diflfaguitfiing mercies , fo wee may 
anfwer them with diftinguiflhing manners , not living like the 
men of the world* Ekod. 19.4, that the Lord may rejoyce 
over us to do us good , and may fhew us yet greater things 
than thefe. 
'5 Obf. Abnfe of merries, lofeth mercies. 
God had done much for Ephraim, hee had not been to him 
a barren wildernefs, or a land that was not fown , but hee 
brought him out of the wildernefs, miraculoufly deliverec 
him out of Egypt , freely adopted him for his own , plantec 
him in a fat pafture, even a land flowing with milk ana honey, 
give him his Law , and fent to them many extraordinary Pr6- 
'phecs; but they infteado£ m\tvtv£ GcA ^ ^Wcu& 
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rhe leift creature but is too ftrong for u>, if Godfetit on* 
Hee did not vexe Egypt Wt\i Lions- and Leopards, but with 
Graihoppers, Frog*, Flyes, andJLice, tofhew his Almighty, 
irrefiftible power, who can puniih us by themofhx>ntemptible 
creatures. Thus hee flew Popeleiw and H*tt$ by Rats and 
Mice, Hermomttes was flung to death with Bee^Pope .^dfrvVi* 
was choaked with a Flye, Cajfaxder was eiten with Lice, An- 
tiochm and Herod with Worm?. Thus wee fee Gdds Omni- 
potency , and mans "impotency , and muft learn to fear him See more ca-yi 
who is able to arm the leaft and^wenkdl of his creitures on ^4.9. 
and make it ftrjjpg enough to incomer and conquer fmful Obf. 1.^57,5* 
man* '" : V 
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not therefore flatter our felves , and think that becaufe at 
prefent wee have peace , therefore no evil ftull come upon 
us j for if England go on to (in afre^ the rate as it hath done of 
late years , adding drunkennefs to third, fin to fin , and He- 
refie to Herefie, &c. The wrath of the Lord will certainly 
break forth againft us, and then wee that would not fcrve him 
gladly and fincerely in the abundance of all things, iliall bee 
made to ferve in want and mifery, that wee may know th 
difference between his fervice, and the fervice of men, Dent. 
18.47,48. 

6 Obf. The Judgements of God are hrefijlible. 

Let Ephralm bee deeply rooted like a Tree, or well founded 
like a Tower,yet if ever this Eaft-wind of Gods difpleafure do 
arife, it will pull him up by rhe roars , blow him down * and 
carry him into Captivity , carry him into fcarcity , carry him 
into infamy, yea carry him to death, and then jp hell. If the 
Lord gives* but the word of Command, hee hatn winds in (lore 
to carry us into any of thofe fad coatts. Though great men 
are ^ rooted in the earth like great Mountains (in their own 
conceit, and in the opinion of others ) yet they are but like 
Tennis-balls in the hands of God,which hee hurles at plea- 
fure which way hee pleafeth , as is excellently fet forth , If*. 
2 »,i8. with a word of his mouth bee can fpeak his enemies 
into confufion , hee can with more eafe deftroy them , than 
wee cancriiih a moth in our windows , or tread a worm to 
death under our feet. How eafily and irrefifUbly doth a bar 
of iron break an earthen pbc to peeces? Pfal.t.p. There is nor 
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7 Obf. Cruel enemies are Gods rod. 
They come no: by chance, or of < their own accord, but the 
Ajfjrianhzrc is fent by God as the rod of his indignation a- 
gainft rebellious Ephraim; hence hee is called, The wind of the 
Lord, as being more immediately fent by him. So I fa. io. 
6,7,i$. The Afjyrian is called Gods Rod, Staff, Axe, Saw, 
with which God chaftifeth an hypocritical people ; they can 
do nothing without a hand to move them. There is no evil in 
this kinde, but it comes from God, y/i.42. 24,1 5. and 45.7. 
and 54.16. Amos^.^. Jfr.51.20. Lfm.^.i^j. Hab.%. 6. 
Hence Nek*chadnex*z,*r the King of Babylon is called Gods 
Servant, Jer.25.9. whom hee imployed in his fervice for the 
correction of his people, and the wicked are called his Sword, 
Pfal.i 7*1 3 . As the winds naturgl, fo the winds metaphorical, 
are all at Gods command , fent by him as Executioners of 
his wrath upaj a finful people, Lev. 76.25. £^.14. 
17.22. 

Queft. But how eon it fiand with the Jnflice of God to ufe 
fuch wicked, blafphemous Inftrumems ? 

Arfw. Hee that brings light out of darknefs, and good out 
of evil, can make good ufe even of the fins of men : As a 
wife Phyfician can fo order poyfon , that it fliall become a 
medicine , . and can expel poyfon by poyfon ; fo the moft wife 
God can ext raft good out of the actings of thofe evil ones , 
and what they intend for evil , hee by his over-ruling Provi- 
dence difpofeth unto good. 

For the clearing of this, wee muft take notice of a fourfold 
aft of God in the aftions of wicked men. 

1 There is an aft of InfpeUion , whereby hee feeth all that 
isdg^J^^ii,2 2. PfaU^^.i 

2 V^fe^|B^§S '^^^'^brd^b aftively fuffer that 
to bee donejSfi^fe 6 hath power cb ^hinder , Pfalm 89. 40, 

K^.Ol. Limitation 01 reftramt ,. whereby hee keeps in the 
wicked fo \ as they cannot do any thing more or lefs .than hee 
will have done, Gen. ao.6. Job i.i 2. 

4 Of Diretlion y and Order, whereby the evil aftions of 
wicked men (which are in themfelves evil \ are by his moft 
) wife difpofing, and over-ruling providence, turned unto good, 
' ^4I ; J)7>8. and 50.10. ^^^^UT* 
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Pilate , and chi Jews had ends of their ovvn in crucifying 
Chrift, but God had an end above their end, and a plot above 
their plo:s, to which all their plow ( though againft their in- 
tents; vy^re fubfervienc. They did fulfil Gods Decrees a- 
gainft their wills. 

Queft* But if they do onely that -which Go A foreteeth , per- 
mitteihj limit eth^ and difpofetb, how can they bee [aid to fin y and 
why doth God punijh them fince they do his will ? 

^Anfw. Becaufe they do it not in obedience to God , but 
out of malice , covetoufnefs, and felf-ends, &c. what ever 
they pretend , yet they intend nothing left than the doing of 
Gods work , and the fulfilling of his will ; but their end is to 
fatisfie their lufts,and to iniarge their borders by the conqueft 
of Countries, and the fpoyls of the people, If a. to.y. 

1 This may fear us, fince in war wee have not to do with 
men onely, out it is God who is mighty in power y and ter- 
rible^n judgement,thatcomes^againftus : If wee had onely 
to do with Potftierds of the earth , wee might make fome re- 
finance , but when the Creator fhall come again&the. crea- 
ture , Omnipotency againft impotency , who can tad? I fa. 
45.9. Hee is the Lord of Hofts , and if hee bee againft us, 
the Hc^s of heaven , and the Hofts of earth are againft us 
alfo. " . 

2 This* may comfort us in the midft of all our fuflferings 
by the hands of cruel men, that yet they are but Gods Rods 
to chaftife us for our good. Even they are his fervants , and 
can do nothing without a Commiilion" from our Father, J oh. 
1 9.1 1 . They cannot curfe where God doth not curfe, N$tm6: 
23.8. The vecy Devil their Mafteriis chained atjld limited, 
and cannot devour j/yhom hee will, but onely whorh hee may y 
i.e. Whom God permits him to devour. Wee are apt, lite 
Curs to bite the ftone,and not look^the hand that threyn|^ 
whereas wee fbould ahy{t|^^pk^the hand (feGtjmti all 
our diftreffes (what ever the inftrmrants bee)' theft wee fhall 
bee dumb and filent , when wee lee that it is God that had* 
done it, Jobijli. Pfdl.^p.g. Gen. 50. 10- I CV.io. 13. 
The wicked are but Gods S cullies tocleanfe us , his Files to 
furbifnus, and fetch off ourruft , his Milners to grindeus, ^ 
and make us fit Manchetfor our Lords ufe".. 
were cruel pet fecute rs , yet the Lord few&s Vis ^cyjte. vc&fc 
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the land of C aided for their good , hee makes them to learn 
that many rimes in BdlyloH,wbich they would never have done 
mSion, Jer.24.5. God can make a Treacle of thefe Vipers, 
andcandifpofe theworft things to his peoples good, Horn. 
8.28. their very perfecutions ftiall fpread the Gofpel , Aft. * 
8.1. Philip. 1. 1 2,1 p. 

So that in fome fenfe wee are beholding to our enemies, 
for they make us better. 

3 It may comfort us, that when thofe Rods have done 
their work,themfelves fhall bee burnt, //rf.io.24,2 5,25. after 
Pharaoh had done Gk>ds work on Ifrael y God drowns him. . 
After the Affjrian had done Gods work upon his people , the 
Babylonians come and deftroy him,and his flourishing Empire, 
Nahnm 1. 2, 3. God fuffers them for a time to vent their fin 
and malice, that his Juftice may bee the more apparent in 
rheir downfal. 

8. Obf. Sin bereaves us df oht mofl plea f ant ^ precious , and 
defir table things. 

Jer.if.lj. and 20.$. //if.sp.iJ,. and 64*11. where* the 
Church afkplains that allherpleafant things lay wafie.i See the 
generality of their lofs,not fome,but All* Ail their Treafures, 
all their Princes* all their PMaces/all their Riches , ^ their 
Cities,fin had Joined, A11,A11,AU. 2 Here is their propriety in 
them,0»r pleafant things. To fee another fuffer,it may affe& 
us , but not fo deeply as when wee our felves fuffer. 3 See 
the excellency of the things they loft , they were plcafant 
. and defireable things. To lofe bafe contemptible things doth 
m not fo much trouble us , but to lofe our choyfeft things goes 
near us. 4 Which aggravates all, Hete is 1 Conflagration, 
our holy and beautiful houfe is burnt with fire. 2 Devaluation 
and defolation,Ali is laid watte. ^ 

So long as Ephraim msEphraim^ i.e, faithful and fruit- 
ful , hee flouriilied , but now that hee had forfaken God , 
God foffook him, and lets in anEaft-wind thatdeftroyes all. 
Hee that before was famous , and the head of the Tribes , is 
now, fince hee hath found out falftiood, and new lights , and 
new Gods, become infamouS,and the footftool of the Tribes. 
Hof.i $.1. When Ephraim fpake trembling , he exalted himfelf 
in Ifnel , but when hee of ended in Baal>& dyed ; q.d.when £- 
IpforAtw fpabp treiftblingjOr . vrah t^trb\\vv%^ Sx\* Y&xkfefoa&-\ 
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tain)*hat is 9 was afraid of fin. Or> Wt** Ephraim ff*itfb<rc 
was tumbling, i. c. he? was oace very awful! to the reft of the 
Tribes , fo as when hee fpake, the reft of the Tribes were 
ready to tremble. But when once hee fell to Idolatry , arfd 
worlhipped > hee loft his Reputation , and no reckoning 
was made of him. Hee that before-was formidable , is now 
become contemptible both with God and man , at home and 
abroad. Noy every paltry adverfary tramples upon him 
without controle, as the fearful Hare on a dead Lion. Wicked 
Ahab, that had fold himfelf to wickednefs fee how Benhadad 
tJieKiog of Syriamfaits over him, i King 2o»i,^ Thyfilver, 
4*4 thy goldjs mine, thy wives alfo 9 and thy children, even the 
goodliefl Are mine; and the King of Jfrafl anfwered, and faid, 
My Lard, King, 4ccord\ng f thy ]*jingi / am thine, and all 
thai I have. Look how the worried Qir falls upon his back, 
and turns up all fo'ttr^s craving quarter , fo did this fordid I- 
dojater crouchto iiis enemy, when God was departed from 
him, hee even as a dead carcafs. Whilft Ifrael kept clofe 
to God , and walked in his way , neither Balak, nor Balaam, 
■neither the Devil , nor his Agents > could by their Inchant-* 
meats hurt them ; But when by the wicked counfel of Balaam 
they were indeed to fin agaixitt God by committing Whore- 
dome wich the dmghters of Mgab , then Gods wrath brake 
fojrth agaiflft theg^and they dye for ic^Ata*. 15.1 .and 3 t*i6* 
JHfence a Heathen could fay , It isonr fins that waken our Ar- 
mies, and make them fyt before their enemies. As all good is in 
God the chiefeftgood , -wno is therefore called a Sun for con- 
folatvon ? and a Shield f#r protection ; and the God of all 
onifort ooth incluGvely and exclufively, /y.84.1 1.2 0,1.3 



Terety terror 
&trem$rcrat> 
i.e.populus euP* 
i evcrcbatftr> 
quia ad fum- 
mam dignita- 
tem eve if its 
crat, Kivtt. 



$0 all the evil in the 'world may bee feen in fin, which is the 
chiefeftevil, as poverty, ficknefe, wan death, hell : It is fin 
that dryes up all our fprings , flops our fountains , fpoyls our 
Treafures, androtfsus of all ourpleafant things ; our plea- 
fant land, our plfcafaat food* our pleafaht rayment , our plea- 
fanthoufes, pleafant children, Sin, Sin, Sin* bereaves us. of 
them all. God turns a fruitful Land into a wildernefs for the 
wickednefs of fuch as dwell therein, Pfal.10j.34. and there- 
fore when any thing goes amifs wir h us, wee fliould fearch for 
the fyx that hath dorie us the mifchief,finde o\x\Ata. -AcW 
huh cmi&d the croubU , findeouttVie !J«idi-&»V^*^& 
I i ^ 
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the ftorm , do jufticc on the one , and drowi* the other, 
and wee fhall have peace* Wee (houldilay that , which o- 
therwife will flay us, and mine iniquity, which mines our 
houfes, lands, wives, children, all. It is this <enemy that robs 
us of ourhealch, wealth, peace, plenty, Ordinances, Magi- 
ftrates, Miniflers, and all our comforts. 

Obje&. me will bide our Treafures that none fhaB fade 
them*. • 

Anfw. There is no hiding of your felves , or fubftance, 
when God purfues, Jer.n.n. The wind of the Lord wlU 
peine info the mofi fecret places , and finde out you^ and all your 
hidtreafures, Pfal.21.8. and i^i^rAlfa.li.i6 y i'j.Amos 
9.2,3,4. God hath thofe that watch for your riches, fer.^ 9 
16,17, and greedy Souldiers that ftiall fearch for your hid 
treafures,//*.! 0.1 3,14. andij.5.3. Obad.6* * 

Let us then wean our hearts from thofe flying , fading, 
tranfitory things. What the Prophet faid of riches , If they 
increafe, fee not your hearts upon them', may bee fitly applied to 
all creature comforts, if friends ; increafe, fet not your hearts 
"upon them; if children increafe, or honours, or armies , or 
pleafant habitations, &c. yet fet not your hearts upon them, 
but look upon them as things that have wings to flye from us 
in our greateft need. Lye loofe therefore in your affe&ions 
to all earthly enjoyments , that fo when ever the Lord lhall 
call for them by fire, fvvord , or any other way , it may not 
trouble you to part with them ; make not Idols of rhefix in 
over-loving them, left you lofe them. It is great folly gree- 
dily to lay up treafures for wee know not who, Pfal.19.cy. fr. 
J 7. 1 1 . it may bee for an enemy, as Efhraim here $ little did 
hee think that the mercilefs Atfjrian fhould bee inriched with 
his labours, and that the men whom their fouls hated 
fltould bee matters of all their defireable and pleafant 
things. 

% Since earthly things are fo uncertain arid fading,!**/ not 
Hp for your felves treafures on earth , where moths corrupt , and 
thieves breaks thorowand fleal , but lay up for your felves trea- 
fures in heaven ; Matth.tf, 20,21. Lay out your eftates for 
God, his truth, his caufc, his people, andthefpiritual good 
of you, and yours. This is to lay uprreafures in heaven. Get 
grace, that is durable riches nnW^nnVYY x«N^V^xe.^<va nX 
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and that better part which Jhall never bee taken from 
you. * 

Aft &&& A A Ay A y y A y y A & flflAAAAAfl 

V B R S £ l6. 

Samaria fcf^ defolate, for fhee hath rebelled 
againft her God , they (hall fall by the [word , their In- 
fants jkaR beedajhed infeeces , and their women with 
chtlde Jhall bee rif fed uf. 

T His Verfe contains the end of the Sermon, and ends the 
Chapter , and therefore thofe Interpreters do ill , who 
make it to begin the next Chapter , when this- Verfe fitly ad- 
heres with the precedent Verfe ; there the Prophet (hewed 
how they thould bee plundred y andlofe their goods y here hee. 
tells them How they mould bee butchered and lofe their lives. 
So that the Prophet doth not herebegin any new Sermon, but 
onely confirms what hee had fpoken before of the deftru&tbn 
of Samaria , and the ofcrthrow of the whole Kingdome. So 
that the words" are a clear expofition of the former fimilies, 
and a conclufion of the Sermon. Wherein wee have, 

i The difmal downfall of Samaria , Samaria jhall bet 



made dc folate. The Prophet labours to awaken them by 
fore-teliitog the greatnefs of their puni(hment. 

2 Here is the meritorious caufe of this fad deftrudlion, 
w*. her rebellion , For fhee hath rebelled again her God. So 
that (hee hath no caufe to complain of God , as if hee dealt 
hardly with her, for her own rebellion is the true caufe of her 
deftru&ion , and her great provocation httb brought this 
upon her, as the Church in the like cafe complains, Lam. 
i.i 8. The Lord u righteous (in fending {word, plague, and 
famine upon us) for wee have rebelled againft him. 
. 3 Here is the Accent or Aggravation of this their Rebel- 
Iron , it was not againft man , but it was^gainft God^ yea 
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i ciousto her both in Temporals and Spirituals , yet u eemoft 
> ignominioufly cafts off him , and prefers the Calves before 
| him,//*/. 1 3.3. 

4 Here is fet forth the kinde of their deftru&ion f or what 
manner of death they fliall dye, and that is by the Sword, 
They fhallfallbj the Sword. They £hall not onely lofe their 
Treafure, and their Land, but their Lives alfo. Hee fayes not, 
Jill jhall fall ,but indz&nitly,Tee Jhall fall y i. e. many of the 
Inhabitants of Samaria y ana of the Kingdomeof Ifrael>{hzll 
bee (lain by the Affjrian. 

5 The better yet to awaken them out of their fecurity, 
hee fets forth the rage of the AJfyriaM , vyith its Aggravations, 
and tells them yet further, That their children fh&U bee dajh- 
ed in peeces againft the walls and ftones , and their women 
with childe ftioukl bee ripped up. They ftould not onely 
dyethemfelves , but their little ones allb fliould perifo with 
them* t . ' v 

Samaria {kali become de folate] Samaria was -at foft a City 
of Syria y built by Omri King of Ifrael y who boucht the hill 
thereof from Shemer y and fo from himit was called Samaria^ 
i King. 1 6.24.' It was the Royal City, even the chief City of 
the Kings of lfrael y where they kept their Court , and had 
their fpecial refidence, there day reigned, and there 
they .were buried. Thus was the Metr<>poli$ , and Mother- 
City. All the other Cities of the Kingdome of Ifrael were 
called the Daughters of Samaria, E^el^i 6.4.6 y $y In Ah- 
guftus Cafars tune it was called Seba/h y and not long after k 
was totally ruined* And here let it. bee noted once for all, 
that when- the Prophets fpe.ak of the ten Tribes onely, fome- 
times they call them Samaria, fometimes Ephraim^ and fome- 
times Jfraely ]ofeph y Jez*reel y Bethel), Beth-oven ; but when 
theyfpeakof the two Tribes, theyuiually do it under the 
name of J#J#k 9 JtfufAfc&y Benjamin , and the houfe of 
David. . ; " * 

2 Samaria wzs a populous, ftrong, well fenced, fortified, 
furniflied City? there were Hotfes^ Charrets, Arms, and Am- 
munition, all things for defence, 2 X/*g.io.i,a # It was every 
vv ay well prepared to hp}d ^t againft an enemy , as appears 
by the three ysarsfiege <>f, that, potest <fcemy which lay a- 
°ainii it; yea nptwithftand^aj. *u-tat % Samaria ^ 
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ftiall bee made defolate, becaufe of her fin 5 Samaria is here , 
pur for the Inhabitants of Samaria, viz. the Ifraelites , and\ 
fynecdocbically it is put for the whole Kingdomeof Ifrael as 
diftinS fromtne Kingdome of Jadah. The Prophet names 
onely Samar ia , becaufe it was the prime City , and all the 
reft were taken before, there was none left but Samaria, and 
fin brings down that alfo* This City was twice befieged, firft 
by the Sp'ims'vaAhabs time , 1 X*»£.2c.i.and-2. 6.24. and 
now by the Affyrians. Phil and Tiglath-pilefer had before 
molefted//r**/, 2^/^.15.1^29. and now comes Salma 
ncfer a third JKing of Afjfria(th^Chuvch flhall never want ene- 
mies 5 efpecially when fhee rebels againft Ciod) hee befieges 
Samaria inthedayes of Hofhea the laft King of Ifrael , hee 
takes it, and carries the inhabitants into Captivity, from 
which they never returned> but were totally rooted up^ having 
continued from Jeroboam their firft King , 4bout two hundred 
and fixty years , about the year of t f ie World 3 230, an4 be- 
fore Chrift, about f even hundred years, 

Becaufe jhee hath rebelled againft her God.~] The Lord had 
ufed all means to reclaim them, his Spirit had long-ftriven 
with them in the Miniftry of thofe Prophets which hee had 
in companion fent amongft them,- as J*h* y SemaiahiAz*#riah, 
with Elijah, Elijha, Joel y fo»ah> Amos y Micah> and fpecially 
this our Prophet Hofea, how plainly doth hee tell them 
(throughout his Prophecie) of their Idolatry, Apoftacy, Ingra- 
titude , and of thofe judgements which were coming on them 
for thefe.fins? yet nothing will work upon them * but they 
perfift obftinateiy in their fins, and therefore the Lord reiblves 
to pour out. his fury dn them. Since they had imbittered his 
foul with their fins, Hof. 1 2. 1 4. and given him gall ^ who had 
given them honey , and gave him wormwood for his milk , 
therefore he now refolves to fend on them bitter gunijhtnents. 

They fhall fall by the Sword ] i. e. They fhall dye by the 
Sword , fo the phrafe is frequently taken in Scripture , as 
Lev.26.j1 8. Numb, 14.3,43. 2 Sam.1.12. PfM>i%,6^. 
Ez,ek.<}.i2.biofj.i6. 

Their Infants (IoaU bee dafloed in feeees) This fets forth the 
great rage and futy, of the barbarous Affyr'ms y and withall 
implies the great&efs of, Samanaes fin. , /which ^to\cta& Gfc>V 
ioib$SWH^f2fc They Ihoujd fpftre nftitb^ o\&*k&^cnb^ 
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no mercy fhould bee (hewed to women or children , no fex, 
no age ihould efcapc unpunifhed. Their litt e infants and 
fuckHng*( which ufually are fpared for their innocency and 
ignofcency ) yet now fhall bee dafhed in peeces. Souldiers 
ule to thew mercy to women and children, unlefs they bee 
forel y provoked ; the Affyrians hadbefieged Samaria % three 
years , and therefore they dealt the more feverely with them. 
Fenced Cities itfe to bold out long , bur when they arc con- 
quered>they ufe to pay for it. ^ Of fuch kind of ferity and brn- 
tifn inhumanity we read, 2 Kiug.x f.itf. where the Tyrant M c - 
nahtm ripped the Infants of Tiphfal out of their mothers 
bellies, becaufe their fathers opened not the gares unto him ; 
yet this doth not excufe the malicious cruelty of wicked men 
who defpitefully flay the godly with their feed , fuchcurfed 
Edomites fhall furely and fuitably pay for it, Pf.i .37-7. Amos 
1.1 3. the Affyrians that had daChed in peeces Ephraims chil- 
dren, had at laft byway of retaliation his own fo ferved, 
Nahum 3.I0. 

The fummeof all is this, q.d. O people of Ifrael , I have 
often told joh what you will not beleeve , viz. that your defiruUion 
is pear; and therefore now kpowfhat whether yon beleeve it &r not, 
yet God will certainly and fuddinly execute what hee hath de- 
creed , and fulfil what hee hath fpoken by mee ; neither have you 
any caufe to complain of cruelty in God , fence it is your own re- 
bellion which hath brought this judgement on your own heads* 
There hath been no means wanting on Gods part to Jo you good, 
hee hath fent his Prophets rifing early y and coming late unto you. Hee 
would have curedyou, but yet would not bee cured , and therefore 
now ycefiall never be* purged ; but your chief City y with the Re 



ions rounA about ity fhall bee made a defolation, your men fhall 
the fword , yea your women , and little children fhall dye 



all by 

without mercy s 



OBSERVATIONS. 



I God ufually warns before hee fmites. 
Hee fends Hofea to tell them before , Samaria fhall bee 
. made a defolation. Hee fpeaks before hee ftrikes*, and de- 
jnounceth judgements before hee executes them. Seldome 
I doth Aee fend any great judgement 



Ver.i6. 



Samaria's Dorwfal. 



but hec tells them of it firft. Hee lightens before hee Thun- 
ders, iliootsoff his Warning-peeces , before his Murdering 
peeces , and hangs ouc the vvhire flag of mercy , before the 
black flag of deftru&ion. Hee deals not with us as one did 
mzhDiogenes, who tint brake his head, and then bid him take' 
heed. No; like the Canon^hat firlt kills, and then makes the* 
report. But hee firlt admonift»eth us to repent (as hee did 
the feven Churches of Afia before their deftruition) elfe 
hee tells them hee will come again!! them, Rev.*.^ Hee firft^ 
cuts men down with the fword of his mouth, Hof.6^. before 
hee cut them down with the fword of his hand. Hee firft blows 
the Trumpet (and commands men fa to do, />«*.*o.io, n, 
12.) before hee fends th* fword, Ho/. 5.8,9. zChron.$6. 
14, 15. and 26. 18. Amos 4.11. Joel 2.1. Zeph. 

1 Sometimes God warns by extraordinary and immediate 
revelation. Thus hee warned the wife men that came to 
Chrift, not to go to Herod, but to return to their own Coun- 
cry another way. Mat.*. 1 2. 

1 By prodigious Signs and Comets. Thefe are the ufual 
fore-runners of fome_ judgement approaching. They have a 
Voyce as well as the Word, £.^.4.8. if they will not 
hearken to the Vojceoi the firft fign, yet they will beleeve 
the Voyce of the fecond. Chrift tells us, that before the de-. 
ftru&ion of Jerufalem , there fhould bee many fearful fights 
and figns,L*£* 21.11,2 ^ And Jofepbus aflirms,that before its 
deftru&ion, for a whole years fpace there appeared a Comet, 
like a -Sword* Before bur German wars , there appeared that 
blazing Comet,i 6 18. 

3 By his Minifters, £^33.3,7,8. Thus hee warned the 
old world, an hundred and twenty years^ by the preaching ctf 
Noahy before hee drowned it, Before the deftructi* 
on of }ernfalem y hee fent Chrift himfelf and his ApoQles to 
call them to Repentance. . . * . , 

4 By ;his lejfer Judgements. Firft, Hee come? as a A, 
which eats one thread now , and another anon , and without 
any, noifedevours.all. 2 As a Worm , or rottennefs,which 
;eats r out the heart o£ the ftrongejft Oak. 3. . If that will not d<* % 
there lyes a Lion that tears all -in peeces >N\\Jc\b>K. 

" . . " K \ 



66 



Samaria's Dwnf*l. 



Chap.13. 



5 By his Rods on others, as on the Pdatmme and Smmj, &c. 
Co hee lent the Je*s to Shiloh, Jer. 7. i2# alfo by taking 
away eminent Magnates and zealous Minifters , 
to 6. 

6 By iht Motions of bis Spirit , hee knocks at the door of 
our hearts, and warns us to return, 



Sec eight Voy- 
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krmon of Mr 
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18.8. preached 1641. Mr. Gathers Sermo* on Hcb.xi.7. Mi.Grtfmlon Exek.^.j.p.ioj 
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And this hcedoth I In merej to his people , that they might 
prepare to meet him, and To prevent his Judgements; as thofe 
that beleeved the thteatning of the Hail , hottfed tbemfelves 
and their Cattel, aiid fo were favtd , £^.9.18,19,20,21; 
Hce de^«totwth us like an enepiy , who furprizeth his ad- 
verfary unawares; but like a faitnful friend hee tells us of the 
llorm approaching, that wee might hide our felves from it, 
1 Chron ia.6,7. Hab.$,t6. 

2 For the manifeftation of his Jnfiice upon the nicked , who 
(Kail bee made inexcufable in that they had fiich fair warning 
given them , but they would not take it. Nineveh at the 
preaching of one Jonah repented and efcapes; the Lord bee 
merciful to England , how many hundred of Jonahs have wee 
hadtocall us to Repentance, and yet wee turn not, but fall 
away more and more? It is a lad aggravation of mens fins, and 
puts a fore fting into mens trouMes,when confeience lhall flye 
in their faces , and Cay, Thou waft foretold of fuch Judge- 
ments , and forewarned of fuch and fuch miferies ; but thou 
contemnedft the voyce of thy Teachers,and didft fet at nought 
all their counfels; and therefore now thou muft expeft no more 
pitty oc patience from God, but mayeft juftly expeft that hee 
fhould fulfil the word which heefpake by his fervants againft 
thee. 

Let then his warnings win thee,and his patience, and long- 
fuflfering lead thee to repentance. Let not his admonitions bee 
alwayes loft*upon thee. Beenot ftill fecure and fenfelefs like 
Lots fons in Law , who when hee warned them of danger ap- 
proaching, hee fetmed as one that mocked and \eafted with them, 
Gen.19.t4. but how foondid they finde that hee was in 
earndli? S0I/4.5.X9. they mocked at the Prophet that told 
them of Captivity and Judgement ^ ^\a^\\\^\^^el^v 
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the thing? hee fpake of, and fo they did to their forrow; and is 
it not fo in our dayes ? when wee tell people of judgement 
approaching, and ready to ceife upon them , they look upon I See GrecnbU 
it as fome vain dream, or melancholy fancy,till they bee made J £ **k. 17- P- 
to feel the contrary.' See how dreadfully God threatens fuch | 4 * 7 ' 
fecure unbeleeving finners, ZW.29. 19,20,21. 

Without fa«h all warnings are ineffe&ual. It is onely 
Noah that by faith feared and built an *hik that was faved 
both hee and his houfliold, Heb.i 1.7. 

% Obf. The Mimfters of Godmnfi af fly the word to their 
people. 

The Prophet preacheth at Sam*ria againft the fins of Sa- 
maria , and tells them to their faces, that for their rebellion 
they ftiall bee made a defolation. Thus did all the Prophets, 
they made Jernfalem to know her abominations > If a. 58.1 . 
Ez*k.i6*2. So did Chrift himfelf apply the word particu- 
larly to his hearers, Af<*»6.i 1.2 1,23, and 23.37,38. Job^ 
ijyi 8. So did the ApofUes,^S.2.3$,37. 

This is the onely way to convince and convert men ; what 
is fpoken generally to all , fevy will apply unto tlumfelves , | 
Quod dicimr omni y dieitur nulli. 

Bee not then offended at the plain and powerful preach- 
ing of the word Aplaifter that is not applied,wiil never heal. 
A Minifter (hall never profit his people , till hee ajyly the 
word to their particular cafes. Thofe whom the Lord intends J j a C r g^ rc m ^ 
for converfion , by his Spirit hee fets the word fo home upon QoiLoni Tim. 
their hearts, that they think the Minifter knows all their fe-^bbCi.p^ii 
cret thoughtSj&c. 

3 Obf. judgements feldome go alone. 

Efhraim was pluftdrecl before , but now hee muft .bee but- 
chered; before hee loft his goods, now his life muft go, which 
is more precious than all pleafant things, ^2.4. How oft 
do wee read of Sword, Plague, Famine, thofe three Arrows 
of God friot together againft a rebellious people ? £^.14. 
22, As fins feldome go alone, fo neither do judgements. See 
what a concatenation and chain of Judgements is fet down 
together,Z>*#f.i8.i 5,i5.&c. God wants not variety of iudp- 
ments to infli& upon a finful people, that they .mav know what 
a fad and bitter thing it is that they have^tovoV^4\^Kv % Y W 
rdrihxt ten Plagues one after . another. IYk Ttattssj&xs* ^ 



Samaria's DomfaL Chap. 13, 

the Vials.in the Revelations came not fingle , but by fevens , 
bringing in mifchief upon mifchief , and plague upon plague, 
till hee had confuted them. See Dew. 31. 17. }*r. 51. 

31, 3 2 - 

4 Obf. When lejfer Judgements do not mend a people , God 
ufually comes with greater* 

If .plundring will not mend Ephraim, defafction {hall end 
iim, Hof.% 1 1,14.. When Chederlaomer had plundred Sodome, 
and that did not better them , Gen.14.1 1 . at laft comes . fire 
from heaven and confumes them, Geu.19. When gentle Phy- 
fick will not work out the peccant humour y the Phyfician ap- 
plieth ftrongerj if gentle corre&ion will not mend our chil- 
dren, wee double our ftroaks. If one beating will not mend a 
people , Godwill plague them yet feven times more accord- 
ing to their fins, Leva6.it> 23. Ifa.\.%. J*r*$*3i6. When 
no judgements will work upon Pk< raok y then bee is drowned. 
When temporal judgements do not mend a people, hee fends 
them to, eternal. It. is an ill fign when men bee incorrigible 
under judgements , and are the worfe for beating, //i.9.13. 
Abzz, had a brand fet upon him , to warn all others to take 
heed of this finning fin, 2 Chron.\%. 22,23. In the time of his 
diftrefs hee finned yet more agtinft the Lord ; This is that King 
Ahaz,* ThatKing^ it. is emphatical, i. e. that wicked , infa- 
mous, irreligious King, who facrificed to the gods of Damafcus 
' that foote him. What madnefs is this to fervefuch as beat 
them for their pains , and ruine their fervants. ; for fo it fol 
Iqws, 7 he j were the ruine of him, and of all Ifrael. 

Defperate fores muft have defperate cures. Hard knots 
mutt have hard wedges ; Fitches are beaten out with a ftaff\ 
fat.the Cummin muft have a rody Ifa. 28.27. When the Lord 
! had ufed all means to bring Ifrael to repentance, hee had fent 
(blading, plague, famine", and fword upon them , and yet 
■ they were impenitent , Amos 4,6. ton. hee comes in the 
; 1 a.verfe to tell them that now hee would deal more ftiarply 
j ahd feverely with them. Therefore now * Thus will I do unto 
<ajiifattu~ *b* e * Thus terribly, thus dreadfully , in a more fierce anc 
wet,/* j furious manner than ever; therefore .now prepare to meet 

j ad . " ' ; . 

p*wm>n facrfi pendchp ( mcertl p'dnitmiam itgaru> ne mferat qua mimttur 



aorc in B. 
I xi. 1 y. 



Ver.i-6." 



Samaria's Dowrfal. 



69 



him who is coming towards thee , before hee come to thee . j 
There is no meeting him in a way of oppofition or fifing up ! 
againfthim (for who ever hardned himfelf againft God and I 
profpered? ) but meet him in a way of humiliation and re- j MUtanwt pt- 
pentance with prayers and tears , difpatch thofe meflengers c:s & Ucfay- 
to meet him on the way whilft hee is afar off, that you may j mas cor ** '5- 
prevent the execution of Gocls wnath. \A Lion will nor feizc gat0Si c y? nan 
on a yeeldingprey; the bending reed is preferved, when the 
ftubborn Oak is pulled up by the roots, lfa,2. 1 1,1 2. &c. By 
this means wee /hall either remove the judgement , or get it 
fan&ified,fo as all lliall bee forgood unto us, or elfe God wilt 
take us away,ashe did jf*^,before the evil comes. Wei fhall 
efcape thofe trials wee cannot bear, and bee inabled for to un- 
dergo thofe trials which wee cannot efcape. 

5 Obf. Eminent places oft-times are eminent in fin~ 
In great Cities ufually there are great finners. JewfalcM 
was a great City,and whatgreat abominations were in it?there 
was murder, oppreffioli, bribery, prophanation of Sabbaths and 
holy things, her Princes were roaring Lions far Judge* ravening \ 
Wolves \and the Priejls did violence to the Law ,Ezek.22. per totttm. [ 
Jafalonz famous ? wealthy,populousCity*yet full of cruelty and j 
pride, full of Witchcraft- and Fornication , both corporal and 
fpiritual, Jer. 50. 3 1 , ^2, 3 3 , 3 6 y 3 3. The Cities of Sodome and 
Gomrrha were full of crying fins, a<? pride, idlenefs, gluttony, I 
inhumanity, and notorious uncleannefs; and here in the j 
Text Samaria was full of Idolatry and rebellion againft \ 
God, 1 King.iW*. Ifa.io. 10,11. 5. the lelfer Ci- j 

ties were called the Daughters of Samaria, Ezek.i£.4<$. andj 
thofe were like their Mother; Great Cities have great influ- 
ence upon their neighbour Towns ; if they bee Idolatrous, fu- 
perftitious, riotous, proud, prophane, fo will the placfes round 
about them bee if great Ba6ylonbzz an Harlot, -flhee will 
quickly bee the Mother of more Hariots and abominations, 
Rev.ij.-$. Wee ihould not : therefore* defire to live in fuch.po- 
pulous places (iinlefs weebee'called by God to them, for then 
hee will keep us, as hee did Lot in Sodome) but to go live in 
them without a call, onelyfor pleafure, or to fee famions{c0v. 
is a fore temptation. Wee ■ fee Travellers that go to I \^ 
■fuch 1 great ■ plade* to fee fashions ; . return ofc-wos* vi\-\ 
fefted both in body and foul. So mie. is tYiax. eft O^sX 

TC <> Nun-\ 
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A ur.qHum inter homines fui , qnin miner homo redii. 

6 Obf. Sv; b places as have been eminent for fa; ttfntllj are 
eminent for ]>uk ijhment* 

As wee fee in the old world, Sodome, Jerufalem; and Sa- 
marin, here for her fin, is made a defolation, Mic. i .6 . When 
fin grows general and National , it brings National judge- 
ments, //*.8.i8. J*r.i 1.9,11. tiof.^.\ y z^. When all if- 
rael tranfgreffed the Law, no wonder if the curfe come upon 
them, D^.p.n.Many think to efcape the better becaufe they 
have fo many companions, when the more general the fin, the 
nearer to judge tfient. If all Nations fin , all Nations muft 
have the cup of Gods wrath ^iven them, jfer.25.ij. Mal.$. 
8,9. It is as eafiewith God to deftroy a world of men , as 
one man, they are all but as a drop, and a little duft to him, 
If a 40.15,17. Muldtudes of finners increafe wrath* When 
the Jews affemblfcd themfelves by troops into the Harlots 
haufes, then God would pardon them no longer , ^.5.7,8. 
The more wicked the times and places are that wee live in , 
the greater our praife will bee wee bee godly. To bee good 
in good times and places, an hypocrite andfor- 
maliftmaybee; but with Lotto bee good in 
S»iome y andjrtfrin the Land of Vz. y and with 
Noah j Gen.6.9. and Elijah to bee righteous 
and zealous in the midft of an unrighteous and 
perverfe generation , that is praife-worthy in- 
deed , and argues much fincerity. It was the 
commendation of the Church of Pergamm^ that 
fke prefejfed Chrlfts Name where Satan had his throne ^and did not 
deny him in the days when Antipas &s faithful Martyr was (lain, 
Rev-2.1 1,1 g. Flye fin then which brings deftru&ion,not only 
on the finner, but alfo on the very Towns* Cities, Caftles,and 
places where they dwell. As God hath promifed that peace 
andgrafperity fhall bee in the dwellings of the righteous, Job 
5.24. and 8.6. ?rw # 3.5j. and that heewili make a hedge 
about them , and all that- they have, to preferve them from 
robbery, fire, moleftation by evil fpirits, and other calamities, 
Job 1.10. So on the contrary, fin makes a man naked , and 
expofeth him, and all that hec hath, to the curfe of God. Hee 
mil deftroy the very dwellings of Idolaters , Swearers, Cur- 
fers y Bribers, &c. Job 12.6. *xt& The 
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wickednefs that hath been pra&ifed in the great houfes and 
Caftles of this Land , hath laid fo many of them in the duft , 
and wee may look to bee brought yet lower; wee have brought 
God low in our judgements, low in our affe&ions, low in our 
a&ions , low in his Ordinances , low in his Vicegerents and 
Ambaffadors ; and therefore it is juft with God to lay us 
low , and to debafe us , who have fo many wayes debafed 
him. 

7 Obf. JV# Fortifications can f refer tft a fvnful people from 
ruine. . 

Let them make walls as high as heaven , and ditches as 
deep as hell , yet if fin reign within , it will bring all down. 
It is not a Flegt by Sea r nor Forces by Land , it is not a Ma- 
gazine of Treafures, nor an Arfenal of Annour, that canpre- 
ferve a wicked Kingdeme from ruine. As Samaria was a well- 
fortified, fo it was a rebellious r Idolatrous, finfitf place , and 
tjiis brought it down, £4^16*46., afid ^3.4,5^ H*f*j.i. 
Amos 3.9,10. Mic.\.^. though it were ftrongly fortified 
both by Art and Nature, and^ery large, about three miles in 
compafs,yet Samaria's Cm m$ Samaria's ruine. Nmvebvtzs 
a populous, antient, great, ftrong, wealthy City, .yet her great 
fins laid her in the duft , and made aH her ftrong holds drop 
like ripe figs with little ado into the mouth of the Caldeans* 
BatyUm moft ancierit, ample, weaithy,wdl fortified 5 potent, 
populous , pompous City , yet abounding with fin , all her 
power , and policy could not keep her from ruijie Jernfalem 
that ftrorfg City, encompaffed with Mountains, Towers, and 
Bufcvorks , fortified both by Art and Nature , and fo power- 
fully protected by the Lord himfelf for many years together 
to the admiration of all the world , that k was judged in- 
vincible, Lam. 4. 1 2. The Kings of the earth , and all the In 
habitants of the world would not have beUeved that the enemy 
frodd have entred into the gates of JernjaUnf^ yet Jerufalcms 
fin was Jertifalems mine ; and therefore for her fake> let. none 
confide in Cues , or any Priviledges whatfoaver. Wee are 
apt in our dtftrefles % to run to well-fortified places , but in 
vain is falvation looked for from thofe .creature-confidences, 
if the Lord help not, how iWuidxhefe help? This, is to for- 
fafcfcGod the fountain of living waters., . 
fufficiem, aprefenthelpin trouble , avid to %ox.o G^vrc^ 
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broken Cifterns of creature-comforts, that will fail and for- j 
fake them in a time of trouble. - « 

8 Obf. Sin is a bitter thing. 

SamarU bach rebelled or imbitcered (as the word is in the 
fountain) God, and provoked him to anger moft bitterly by 
her fin, H0Z.12.14. EpbrJims fins were bitter 
iniuizit Ephraim T>m (Ta- to God., yea they were bitcerneffe$ in the ab- 
merimm) ammtudimbus , vei ftra&, and in the plural number alfo. .This may 
in ammtiidhus, i.e. ad ham* difcover to us the curfed nature ,of fin, and 
S^SSi'i^ in W° f our.iniquirieswhich rurns God, 



toribus fuis amaritudincmaffe- 
■ runt. Riycc. 
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fweetnefc into bittemefs , ' his patience into 
wrath, and his bowels into wormwood. If any 
thing can fadden God, and imbitter his foul, 
it is fin. To fee every bafe luft preferred before him _> to fee 
1 Satan in the Throne , the heart , and the Spirit of God kept 
out> mull needs imbitter his Spirit againft us. The Lord that 
made heaven and earth , and fliftains the Pillars of it , yet 
never complains of that burden, but fin is fuch a burden, that 
hee oft complains of thajt as tyring him out^/4.1.14 24 '& 43, 
24. Amos 2.1 3. and the bitternefs thereof is as gall, which hee 
cannot indure,Z)«tf.3 2.3.2. God is all love and fvveetnefs, and 
would not deal thus bitterly with us, did notour bitter-fins 
prpvoke him to it. 

r 1 To God, 

2 ToChrift, 

3 To the Spirit of God, 

t?o win?' >^ good a«l W, . 



Sin is bitter < ' 



\ 6 To Kingdoms and States, 
I 7 To Creatures, 
1 o t • cc cl J Privative, 

1 Sin is bitter to God,as wee have Teen before. 

2 To Chtift, it made him cry in thetitternefs of his foul, 
My Godjny Godjvhy haft thou forsaken mce> And made his foul 
heavjruntodeath.Sobitter were our fin* to him that they made 
him a man of fo:rows,//*.$ 3.4.2nd made )\m hyzztyon gnttas 
fedgrtimot, clods of blood, £#^22.44.. When Chrift hiihg 
upon che Crbfc , they gave him gall and' vinegar to drink: 
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every fin h as gall to htm. Lam. i.i 8; ; The Lord it rights 
oju, for I have rebelled aga^nfthrm ; or as it is in the foimcain , 
becaufe I have imblttered him; hee is righteous in all his judge- 
ments on mse , for I have imbittered him againft mee by my { 
bitter fins. ■ • . . i 

3 It is bitter ta the holy Spirit of God. Nothing grieves' 
it, and drives it out of the foul, but. fin, CfaMS.^.; Ephef. 
4-*P- ■ 1 . . • . ■ • ; 

4 To the Angels, i To the good Angels , it is bitter and 
difpleafing to them to fee their Lord and. Matter daily pro- 
voked by a company of firifui^ebellious creatures; and {hould 
the Lord give them but a word of Command, they would £ud- 
denly fmite all the wicked dead , and revenge the diftionours 
done to him, as wee fee in Senacheribs blasphemous Camp, 
where one Angel in one night killed an hundred fourfcore 
and five thoufand men. 

2 It is bitter to the evil Angels; it hath thrown them from 
heaven to hell , and of Angels it hath turned them into De- 
vils, and keeps them in chains of darknefs to the Judgement 
of the great day, Jude 6. 

5 To Man. i To good Men , there is nothing fo bitter to 
them as fin, nothing grieves them like this,, .that they have 
grieved the good Spirit of God. All lofles , croffes , re- 
proaches, are light with them in companion of fin. The 
Church of Ephef m could bear any affli6tion . but not fin, 
Eev.2.2. Good David oft complains of the burden of his 
fins, feldome of his futferings, Pfal.i 8.4. So bitter a thing is 
fin to them , that it oft-times makes them weary of their 
lives, and long to bee ^iffolved that they may fin no more, 
Rom^ A^. % Cor* 5.4. it makes them a burden to themfelves, 
Jot 7.20. and caitfeth them to weep bitterly , Mattb.26.ns. 
Hence Job 13, 26. calls fins bitter things , Thou miteft bitter 
things againft mee; what is that? Why thon makeftmee to pof- 
fefs the fins of mjyontb. . - ■ ^ 
. 21 It is biteer to picket men. Though whilft Confidence 
fleeps they may think it a Ughc matter , yet to an irfightned 
and an awakened confidence nothing is more bitter. This made 
Adam to hide himfelf > ahd Cain to complain that his fin was a 
burden too heavy for him tp bear. jW* could not indure the 
bitternefsof ir, but went forth and hj^dVvfic&X^ .^^nc^\ 
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fobkeer aifiit wben it is once charted by God upon the con- 
ference; of all heavy things this is the moft heavy : Awo**ded 
^mt^mbo cm tear } Thofe cfaac will noc now beleeve it, 
yet fhall one day finde it, cbac k is an evil *nd bitter thing 
that they have finned againft God, Jcr.z.i p. and 41 8. L*m* 
j.Xf. .4»«r8.io» P*w.^. 17*18. and 14.13. and 23.32, 
G&f. 19,21. ^tf.g.23. $9km*L, who bad fouad fVveetnefs 
in the wayes of the flefh , yet at laftfelt and acknowledged 
the bUterneft of fuch c&itfes, Am 5. £,4. Ecckfot^ 
Though fin may for a time feera fwcec tothefinuer, and it 
hot a fafthae to them t* do wickedly , yet it win bee* 
hiu&rnfifs i»thcend,tbepoyfonof Af^esMmk, J«**q.i2* 

Quefl. Ifjuikif+iitm^ hmcowoit h fafs that wicked 
wmm€Wommt fenjlUcofiti 

Anfw. 1 Their consciences are feared wkh the cuftome of 
&taing> ohiah bitktakeft awapthe fenfe of fln^fc that now it 
i§ hecane. lommusat and pleafigxt tetshem, aadfak not 
gfkvoftp. Beyfat maW is troubtofome ^ hee is never 
fick of it, nor fenfible of it, becaufc k is natural to him; but 
poyfba in * Man, a Sheep, a Dove, k d&dty, beeanfe ic is not 
inusptoperplaqe. 

2 It is a fpki|N*al bkternefc, now wicted mm have no- 
ipiituatiift w^eni, they a*e (Jead in finwdfe are 1 infen* 
fthteof it. 

3 TheEtoril that Prince of darknefy keeps wicked men in 
d^knefs and ignorance* fo that tbey know not the teweurs of 
the lord f no* wkas a fearfcl thing it is t*fa& Uua die hands 
of aft angry G(rf , r and thw makes- m^fefearitefr-oP fim As 
wee cannot define what. We know not (^tvolfr*mni/l frits 
cfptbum} fo wee cannot fear it. AcniLte that Vn&wa not 
what a tenable thing a tion-or a Bfear i»> will venture te pro- 
vpl*e ttem ; but a man of undemanding will fun firotf menu 
It is fools who make a mock, of fin , whfr nev«r ' knew the 
danger of i*-*- but tfeegodly whaftnow ks Mtternefsj wit ra- 
ther chufe any mffef% tha»the fieaft iniquity^ any affiwan^ra- 
rf»r dtfafim ' 

<* Aln ii ) tktattt S&t* *&K\ngdmis^ and grovotefrthe 
Lord to fend bkieaenettiifts againltthem , Ha^i 6. the very 
/and wiere wdfied : lam (tweUiifidk o? them ^ and ctemot y 
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ba¥e eafe all it bath fpewed dttmout. As t mart that hath 
poyfon in his ftomach is not: well till hee bee jid of ic ; and as 
the Sea would not bee quiet till J***h was thrtwn aver- 
board ; To Nations can have no reft till they have vomited up 
fiich wicked men, which life cWri^humottr^opprds and 
burden them, 8,19,184 ind fckia. This is that bitter 
watf r which caufeth the curie to fetee on perfotfr and Na- 
tions, j\r*i*.9»x8. and bri»gSHpoath«n bittet ddftrtiStion, 
DiUt.titH* Thus dttten Triw* here Wire l^cwed out for 
their idolatry, when they were carried Captive by 8ahtM*tf& 
into the Land of the Medcs from whence they never re- 
turned, a Ki*g* i A, ibid the few* were vomited up when 
they were earned captive into Babylon for the fpacc of feven- 
cy years, * Cbrm*%6+% t. 

7 It is bitter to the Creatures. Tliey all groan under *e 
burden , and as a woman in travel longs to tee disburdened 
and eafed of her birch; fo the whole Creation travels in pain, 
and longs to bee delivered by reafon 6f that bondage, vanity, 
and corropoon that kis fobjea to byrtafon of the fin of 
man, Bm»A*to\tX)it. 



his Sermon ott 



lp fa, matter a 
irratmaUs fuo 
crcatorifemper 

obedientes, dtteftantw deteftatione & appethu umtS* fit ft $rdh*mfli*M**'*fl'* miverfi 
ac Dei voluntatis implendum fenmtm mine adverpmenr espn/imt hie a#tr idem 
fuU&K appetite rathnalh fi turn babtretv, a Lapide. 

8 It is bitter in the dbtSts of it, which are twofold, I Pri- 
vative, * Pofitive. 

The Privative eflfe&s of fin are fevenfeid. 

1 It deprived us of the favour of God' which if die very 
lift <rf . trar foul^ tfal. j ©.5. In his favour is lift. _ 

2 It deprive* us of Gods foLberlj care and jpttte^tioft oVer 
us, Gen.^l^£xod. ja.lj. 

5 It deprives us of Accord of the Angels. f Every goctty. 
man hath not one Angel , our a suard of Angels aba$ husk 
to keep him whilft hee keeps Gbte wayes , Pf4^4*V **d 
if,jta. Meb.i.li. " 

4 It deprives us of Peace of conference* A Jewel of more 
Wcttth than all die world ; Adam when hee had fioned, hee 
was affcaid, and hid himfelf. . David afiwa: his fa\ wm* 
gained of bwkea hones i ffis /fi^t andJexiSft^ ft^^ « 
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I bitter to him as if bee had broken ail bis bones, Pfal. 

5 It depnves us of our Excellency. Punty is our excellen- 
cy, it is fin,and onely (in that robs us of our glory, and makes 
us like other, men. As Jacob faid of Reuben when hee had de- 
filedHU Fathers bed, Thou {halt not excel, Gen.49.49 

6 It deprives WQi>&\truer*gtetothe crtai&rc. A wicked 
man is anufurper , thougbhee may have acivil^right in foro 
folly yet in fero foli , hee hath a fan&ified right to nothing. 
When men are in Chrijt, then, and not- rilLthen, All is 
tbeits, 1 Cot .3 .2 2* ■ 4 

7 Jt deprive?. us of ; heaven and eternal happinefs^ Rsih 21* 

2 The Pofitive effe&s of . fin are more efpeciallythtee.. It 
cxpofeth us to all npferies, 

CExternal, 
<interiiaV, ; ." 
. CEterjiaU , 

' 1 Sin ?xpofeth us to miferies- External; in* body^ goods, 
good name; wee may thank fin for all our fickneffes, forrdws* 
lores, lofles, plagues, poverty,8cc Dm*i%.\6. to the end of 
the Chapter , l*am+ 3 . 3 ^ . 

2 internal. I* brings bardnefs of heart, thd foteft o£ 
plagues, all the plagues of Pharoah, all the fores of Jok y and 
all the farqws of jofiphivt nothing, compared with k. This 
bringS'fgiI^tua^^>^^ndnc^s ) a reprobate fenfe,a fpjijic of flumber 
and (feoi% delulioqs,//i.6.p,i o.^».^.t7. f ancU 1-8. 

3 Eternal mjferiejs both in foul ahd body ; it brings for- 
nowsdndl*feV ! eafeltfs, and remediieis*. So t}iat there is no 
evil like the evH of fin , no plague like this plague. . As piety 
bath thfepromife; and carries its reward* witn it, .and though 
no m^n mould recompenpeit, yet the good wee do, is recom- 
pense itlelf* not oady fat $ but %n the very keepixig of God* 
Gcramtodements there is great reward , PfaLtp.. 11. The 
aA of keeping them is a reward as well as the iflfue; . As every 
gODd wprk brings its reward with it , fa every evil work brings 
its forrow with it ; and though no nun punim it, yer it is a pu- 
nishment to it felf, k is finis operis, though hot finis operantu y 
Jer;4.l8. # Thy way, ana thy doings, have procured' thee theft 
things. Sin is that which procures us all cwx Cckton ^ we ftxould I 
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therefore hate it with a pure and perfeft hatred, and gee this [ 
caufeof all our farrows removed , and then the etfe& will 
ceafe. 

Now is fin fo bitter ? i Then take heed of pleading for Jm y 
or extenuating of it. Put not fweet names upon fo bitter a 
thing. There is a woe denounced againft fuch as do fo , /ft. 
5,20. fVo to them that caS evil good , that fHt bitter for fweet y 
and fweet for bitter. Such look flpon fin through the Devils 
fpe&aciesr, and then no wonder if they call Drunkennefs, 
Good-fellowfliip , Covetoufnefs Frugality , Pride De- 
cency, Sec. Thofe put a fair glove upon a foul tend, and f alfe 
gloffe* upon filthy vices , the better- to deceive, But let' no 
man deceive yon with vain words , for even for thefe things com- 
eth the wrath of Godnpon the children of dif obedience. Call not 
therefore fin fo as the corrupt wo~ld calls it, but eftecm and 
callitastha Word of <Jod calls it; How is that? Why ic 
calls it an abomination , foyfon , forrow , jicknefs , bitternefs , 
ftlthyVomity folfy y madnejf) darkncfs y dmg^ death, &c. 

When the judgement is thus truly convinced of the vile- 
nefs of fin, itis an excellent prefervation againft fin. 

2 If finbes fo bitter , then fad is the condition of. fuch as 
are infenfible of its bitternefs, who pake that their Recreation 
here , which will bee their damnation hereafter , who plead 
not onely for infirmities ( which yet no good man dares do) 
but alfo foi enormities. They declare their fin like Sbdome y \m- 
pudently and impenitently; >they thank God they never knew 
what the burden or bitternefs of fin meant , the more isbe- 
hmde ; for if fin bee not bitter here , it will bee w another 
world. 

And therefore this may comfort thofe that groan and grieve 
under the burden and bitternefs of fin, fuch as make their fin 
their greateft forrow, Chrift will bee unto them their greateft 
joy. Chrift calk fuch as it were by name to come to him, /fa. 
55.1,2. Matth.u.%%. This qualifies a many *xA fits him 
for Chrift; when Chrift fees of the travel of his foul in our 
fouls, it delights him, 7/4:53.10,11.: This fenfe of fin argues 
Ibme fpiritual life in the foul.- Nature will not complain of 
Nature , nor will corruption complain of corruption ; it is 
titiety grace that -makes us t&ly fenfibie of tha Vkwt^^X 
fihv • - \ 

L 7, \ ***** 
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3 Piety thofe that groan under the harden and bkcernefs 
of fin. No forrow like their farrow , no burden like the 
burden of a wounded confidence. Adde not affl&ion 
to the afR&ions of thofe whom God hatb wounded, but 
x>wer the oyl of mercy into their fin-fick foul*. Bee not 
like ]»bs friends, miferable comforters , and Phyficiantf of no 
value; if wee muft eafe our enemies Oxe or Afc when hee ly- 
eth under his burden, (hall wee not much mace etfcour bro- 
thers foul ? Ex*d.*3. 5. Bee not barih or hafty, bee not 
fowre and cenforious to fuch,but bee meek and merciful, and 
fo bear each orhers burdens,&il.6.i,i. 

9. Obf. It is a fad Aggravation ef f**fU$ fim when tiny 
fin again ft their God. 
The God of all their mercies , the fountain of all their 
enjoyments. Their God in Covenant wkh 
them > whom they have avouched for their 
God, and vowed openly that hee {hall bee tbdar 
God v and they would bee his people 9 10 love, 
tferve, fear , and obey him 1 yet contrary to all 
Vows, Bapnftiral»EiKhajifti$al» perianal, Na- 
tional y to flye from God , and to rebel againft 
him, this is t&e hpightb of fin, and makes it exceeding fin* 
f ul, and provokes the Lord to lay, L*-ammi > pear* mo f*fk t 
9fminc % as hee faid to Efhram here, Hif.i .9. 

And is not this England* fin ? God hath taken us into Co<» 
venant with himfelf, be hath owned us above all the people in 
the world, hee hath nude us the bead and cerrour of the Na- 
tions, hee hath done wonders for us at home and abroad, hee 
hath made us his darling Nation, whilft others fwim in blood, 
wee fwim inbleffings of peaoe,wbilft orhets are weeping, and 
wayling by the waters of BakyUn^ wee dwell in an Edeu y joy, 
and gladnefc is found in us, t&ankfgiving , and the voyce of 
melody. Hee hatb made us his Epkraim, hee hath laid bis 
right hand upon us, hee hath planted us in a fruitful foyl , 
hedged us about with bis gracious protc&ion and good Laws; 
j hee hath removed from aitaouglt us all the apparent impai- 
rments of our growth and fruitfulnefs ; hee hatb furmihed us 
with choice perfons , and thofe perfons with excellent gifts 
and graces. Hoc hath a fpecial care over us for good; and now I 
jhee looks (as well hee may) Cot tVve^Ve^tvx.^^ o£ obedi-^ 
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ence, but behold the fowre and wilde grapes <rfconfufion,dif- 
order 9 errour 9 and difobedience abound amongft us. Wee 
Jbave broken all our Covenants > wee are not onety Sermon- 
proof, but wee ace alfio Covenant-proof ; no bonds fo facred , 
foftrong; but wee can as eafily fe*eak them as Samff** did 
the cords of thePfaUiftim;. So that what can wee e*pe& but 
that the Lord Jhoukt take away his hedge of Government 
both Temporal and Spiritual , taking down rhe wall which 
defended us from our enemies , and letting in alt the wilde 
bsaftsthat might deflroy us. Juflly might hee withdraw his 
good hand of providence and prote&ion from us , and expofe 
us to all manner df rapine and ruine for our Apoftafies and 
Rebellions. 

mpv* 4 pcapU* 

TkeyfhatLfallhytk Smut. Thiak Ged*laft andgreat Rod, 
and hee newer brings it forth titt hee bee grotty provoked by 
bis peoples fins, Jok 3 6 .1 %. If*.i .*o* When Another means 
will better a People , then comes the Sword and ax* them- 
aft God hatn three evit Arrows y which hee fhoots at a Re- 
bellions people , vi*. the Swotd , Famine, and Peffilence , 
MzcK.ijlG. thefeaie calted^romr , becaufe dley are ftarp 
and deadly ; and wA, becaufe of themHer^a«d mfTchief 
^Akkthey bring ; ©tf altch* direejthc Stoordis tfceforeft, as 
appears by Davids choice, a S47w.24.14. befides the Pf ague 
and Famine are the ufuat acoendants of War, where the 
Svyiofld goes before , thepe Famine and Peftiience ufuafly at^ 



11 Obf. Littk fafmts&tgPMlftmfen: 

1 Thao great Sin and' Rebellion of Adxm h imputed to 
them for &a; what hee did, they did> wee were altin the loyns 
of that one man* Am*. 5.11* • 

2 They have not onely original (in imputed , but imparted 
aJfo* t-hey haw inherent original fin,which is radically , feari- 
ng, fundamentally att^ The youngeftchilde carries an 
old man of fin within him. Wee are no fooner born into ehe^ 
wwk^bucweeJwvea world of froabotttus* \ 
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' 3 The Cad difeafes, pangs , and difmal deaths .which feize 
on Infant^ are ft rong proofs of this point, their very dying 
fpeaks them finners. The wages of fin, bee it original or a&u- 
al, is death, Rom.6. 2}. Original fin, whichis the greateft 
fin in the world , cleaves to their natures , and makes them 
odious and abominable in Gods fight , fothat they are by na- 
ture children of wrath, and obnoxious to. all bis judgements. 
Wee are all damnati antequam nati, and fo might juftly have 
been fent from the Womb tp the Tomb,&c. 

1 2 Obf. Wicked parents • hring judgements on their po- 
fierity. ' •• 

Tneir poor little ones fare the worfe for tbemjfl*/.p.i 2, 1 3 . 
Though they bring np children, jet I will bereave them ofticm, 
and they fhall bring forth children to the murderer ,- who is 
Gods executioner , and fo become Paricides , rather than Pa- 
rents. Thus the old world was drowned ,' arid their children 
with them. And the Sodomites were burnt, and their children 
with them. Achan was not onely ftoned himfelf , but his fons 
and daughters, yea and his cattel perilled with tern. The ac- 
cusers of Daniel were (lain by the Lions , both they and their 
children, The J*** that reje&edand crucified 

Chrift, broujght a curfe,not onely upon diemfelve^, but alfo 
upojft their children, Mattb.^.x^. His blood bee onus, and on 
our children, which hath lain on them above fixteen hundred 
years. 

It is juft with God to cut off the wicked and their feed , as 
wee kill the Wolf with her Whelps , and the Fox .with 
her Cubs ; though the young Toad hath not a&ually poyfoned 
any , yet becaufe it hath a poyfonous nature in it wee de- 
ftroyit* So doth God by the children of the wicked, Gen. 
19*25. Numb.i 6.1 2,33. iSam.itf. Ifa.i^.l6.^er^.y. 
//ip/.io.l4.When men rebel againft God,and rejeft his wayes, 
hee will fend againft them a barbarous and cruel Nation, 
that fliall not regard fheperfons of the old, nor have com* 
paflion on the young, Deut. 28. ?o. and 32. 2%. Ezxl^. 
96. 

Are not Infants called Innocents ? Pfal.i06.32. ]er. 
1 9.4* how then can itfiand with the juftice of God thus feverefy 
to punish them ? 

Anf*. They are not called fo becauCethey ji|piif{ fay 
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but i Inrefpeft of thofc cruel men , who without any caufe 
ihed the blood of thofe little ones who had deferred no iuch 
thing at their hands. So the Adrians here were guilty of great 
inhumanity,in killing thofe Infants , and God in his due time 
did retaliate it to them, N*h*m 3.10. 

2 Though they may bee called Innocent in refpeft of any 
a&val fin , yet they are not fo in refpeft of original fa y which 
feminaliy and radically is every fin. The guilt of that fin 
cleaves to their natures , and makes them obnoxious to all 
tortures here, and eternal torments hereafter. 

3 The fins of the Parents may bee alfo a moving caufe , 
and may provoke the Lord to finite the Parents with their 
children. Exod.zo. 5. The Lord threatens to vifit the fins of 
Idolatrous Parents upon their children, becaufe either they 
already walk in their fathers fins,or elfe in time they would do 
fo, or it may bee worfe, which God onely knows. 

3 God hath a fovereign right and power over all his crca • 
tures; bee is the Potter, and wee are his clay, hee may do with 
his own whathee pieafeth , hee may make us, or mar us, raife 
us, or ruine us ; and none may fay unto him , What doeft 
thou ? Hee that giveth life may take it away, how, and when 
hee pieafeth, his will is the rule of Juftice, yea Juftice it felf ; 
wee muft therefore adore Gods Judgements when wee cannot 
comprehend them* and know,that though they may bee fecret, 
yet they are alwayes juft 

which God can turn to his good , but a punithment to his father » who is 
fon. B. Andrews itii.Commui&, 

4 Children are parts of their Parents , part of tbeir Fa- 
mily, and part of their fubftance, and God may juftly punifh 
die finful parent in his childe,as wel as in his cattel and eftate, 
becaufe they do not onely belong to him, but alfo are a part of 
him. . • . . 

Sin committed by a particular man that is a member of a 
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Politick body,doth after a fort belong to the whole body .Thus 
Ackans fin,though not known to the people , yet made them 
all guilty ,till hee was put to death, 1 . 
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6 Yec thefe temporal Judgements may bee mingled with 
fpiritual mercies ; as wee fee in jerob*ams childe,who was ta- 
ken away in mercy , becaufe there was fome goodnefs found 
in him, i KMg.14.12,13. efpecially the Infants of Gods 
people that are in Covenant with their Parents , there is 
great grounds of hope that they have changed their temporal 
Jife for an eternal; and are freed from many fins, forrows, and 
tentations , which men that live to riper years are expofed td ; 
yea if they fhould bee caft away for their original fin, "yet 
their damnation will bee lighter than if they had lived longer. 
It had been good for reprobates if they had not been born, 
or that they bad dyedasfoon as they had been born; for 
rhen they would nt have had fo many fins to anfwer 
for. 

Qieft. But hath not Cod [aid , The fon fhall not bear the 
iniquity of the father? Dtta.i^ \ 6. and 2 XfVg.14. 16. Ez*k. 
1S.20. it feems then to fa cruelty to kill the children for the 
Parents j**s y efpeciaUj fuck at are unborn > and have not deferred 
fuch evils. 

jinfw. 1 • It is true in refpe& of the Afjrians^ it was cru- 
elty and horrid barbaroufnefs in them tokillpoot harmlefs 
little ones , and God threatens to vifit fuch fins upon, the 
heads of fueb finnew^ 

It is not cruelty in God 1 for children^ are childrefn of 



1 



wrath as well as their Parents; as all have finned , fo hee may 
punith all without injuflice. Befides, hee permits and orders 
dbe cruelty of wicked adverfaries to his' own glory and his 
peoples good. As for that Dent. 24.16. It Ipeaks of Gods 
reftraining of Magiftrates, who may not |>uniiTi th$ children 
for the fathers offences. True it is, God findes caiift enough 
in children themfetves to puniih them, but when they imitate 
their wicked parents, this haftens and heights wrath, b^ acL* 
ding fin to ftn. ■" ' 

3 The fon fhall not bear the iniquity of .the father* if hee 
"depart from the fathers iniquity, and do not walk in his fteps. 
Ez.e\* 18.14,17. // a man beget a fan that feeth all his fathers 
fin\ mdfeanth , and doth not we hl^e , hee fhall not dje for his 
fathers iniquity. But if the fon tread in his fathers fteps , hee 
ihall bear his own iniquity and becomes acceifary to hfyfe- 
I then fin y by imiutie% anda|i5*ck^^ vx.^ 
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Lnki 1 1 .48, 50, rh ; blood of former generations had not been 
required of that generation , if they had not been as blooiy 
as the former* But where old fins are continued and ap- 
proved of by new adding of theiti,rhere the old fins as well a$ 
the new are juttlypuniihed* So that the threading is not to 
bee underftood abfolutely , but conditionally y vt*. If the 
children do perfift in their fathers fins , and walk in their 
wicked wayes- 

4 The fon fliall not bear the perfonal iniquities of the 
father in reference to eternal punifhment ; God will not 
damn a fon (imply for D-e fin of hu father, it is a mans own fin 
which is his everlaHing ruine ; yet hee may I Lay many tem- 
poral diattiferaents upon a good fon for the fin of his father. 
The Lord in £^18.20,1 4. feems to fpeak of eternal $ 
and not of temporal puniftiment. 
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1 This fhould make Parents fearful of difp!eafing God, 
left they bring miieries, not only on thcmfelves y but alfo on 
their children; their Idolatry may bring a curfe upon their chil- 
dren* children to many generations. No children in Scripture 
*re threatned like the children of Idolaters. In none of the 
Commandements doth God threaten to vifit the fin of the jMr.itvtmhi* 
fathers upon the children but onely in the fecond, Exod.io* y p f iSer.oi Lam. 
It is well obferred by a pious and precious Divine, that there jl « 
are eight fms which do more effecially bring Judgements on 
a mans Pofterity 1 whereof the hrftis IdoUiry* 

1 AM^ry^i Sam.11.14. \ 

j Coven* y * t-brcakf*r-> aSam.2l.i3, 

4 Ptrficmim if the godly , Matth. 43* jS. to jtf, Pfal« 

T J7*7* 

5 Murder ^ 1 King^t.H. Jer.i 5.4. 

6 Qffrejfm* Job 20 19,16, Hab.2,9. 
* Contempt ofMagijhwy and MmftryJ$\xm>l 6. 5 1 .41 49 

iKing.1 3.3 3,34- ' ' . „ a L n 
8 whtnmt* pretend RefermmM 7 Wmtcnd them/elves, 

asj^did, 4. 

God is very pittiful andtenda ovei Mmtv, IS 
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in that hce would nocdcftroy Nineveh tor the, Infants fakes 
that were in it, Jonah 4.1 1. and in the facking of Cities, hee 
commands them to fpare Infants, Dent. 20.14. but it is the 
(in of Parents which many times hardens Gods heart againft 
them, and makes him to delight in the deftru&ion both of 
them and theirs; yea and it hardens mens hearts againft them, 
fo that they cannot but a& fuch cruelty againft them, as they 
never intended, as wee fee in Haz^ael , 2 King. 8. n, it, 1 3. 
when the Prophet Elifha wept , and told him what imfcKef 
hee ftiould do to Ifrael^ viz. that hee fhould </// thejonug men y 
and dafh the Infants againft the ftones , and rend in feeces the wo- 
men with ehilde ; Am la dog (faith Haz,*el) that I fkottld d» 
fuch things m thefe ? Hee then thought it a bafe and barba- 
rous thing, when hee was King Benhadads fervant, to aft fudr 
inhumane vil I any upon the, mothers with their infants ; the 
Prophet onely tells him that hee ihall bee a King , verf.13. 
and then when hee had changed his condition, hce would 
alfo change his manners, and commit all the abominations 
which hee mentioned. Let Parents then labour for grace, 
that they may leave a blefling , and not a curfe to their po- 
fterity, Gto.17.7. Exod.%o % 6. PfaLm.z. If you will not 
pitty your felves, yet pitty your little ones , let northern fare 
the worfe for you . It is ill being a wicked mate chifde , yea 
their very beafts faethe-worfe for them,7<?/2\ 7.14, * 5, Achan 
was ftoned, and his cattel with him . Wicked Egyptians bring a. 
Murrain upon their catrel, Exod.94. As a good man is a 
publickgood, the Family, City, Kingdome, fare the tetter 
for him, yea his cattel are fpared for his fake , Exod.94* The 
Lord (hall fever between the ca:tei of Egyft , and the cattel of 
Jfrael^ there fhall nothing dye of all that ' is the children of If- 
raels. God bleffeth the very cattel of his people , and if the 
creature could fpeak , it would defire to ferve thofe that ferve- 
God. Mott Parents provide Inheritances for their children, 
but oft-times they leave their fins with them too.' Itwas a fad 
Legacy that Joak kfr to his children , that one fhould bee a 
Leper, another a weakling, a third beg his bread,* Sam.$.2 9 ^ 
So many a mar, to one childe hee leaves his Murder, to ancK 
rher his Adultery, t-> a third his Ufury, to a fourth his Swear* 
ing. GehazX left a Talent of filver behinde himtohispofte*] 
l-rky , but hee left the Leprofe w&v vl, ^\fctm\i<teh( 
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mens lands and inheritances , than thus to inherit their finsi 
too. 

2 Let children bee humbled then for their forefathers (ins, 
that they bee not imputed to them , Liv.26.41. So didAfc- 
hemta, ch.l.d.and D*vid,Pfzl.j<}.$. Remember not againfi $u 
(im^nitatesfracedentium , faith the Original ) the fin* of onr 
forefathers. Hee that fees the fins of his Predeceffors , and is 
not humbled for them, approves of them, and fo becomes ac- 
ceiTary tothem. Hence the Lord blames Beljkaz.z,ar for not 
humbling himfelf for his fathers fin and panifliment which 
hee knew of, Dan.%^%. Let us therefore acknowledge our 
felves to bee the children of finful parents, and fay with him, 
Dent.2 6.%* A Syrian was mj father jready to pcrijh •> ancj with 
David, Wee have finned with our fathers y Pfal. 106.6. and with 
Daniel ,ch.p.8. Deprecate the pUnifcmcnt which is due tone for 
their fins. So Jer. 14.20* 

3 Admire the patience of the Lord,th*t hath born fo long 
with us who have been finners from the womb. If little ones 
who never finned againft the patience of God as wee have 
done, indurefuch pangs, forrows, ficknefs , and death; what 
may men of years look for , who have added to original cor* 
ruption a numberlefs number of a&ual tranfgreifions ? If this 
bee done to the green tfee , what (hall bee done to the dry ? 
If Infants ( who are Innocents, and righteous comparatively) 
fliall fcarcely bee faved , where (hall the ungodly and rebel- 
lious (inner appear ? If hee fparenot little ones that lye in 
their mothers bowels , but fuffer wicked men to drag them 
thence; where, oh where (hall thofe wicked parents appear 
that have been the primary caufe of all this mifchief and for- 
rowtothem, and have been the authors and aftors of that 
wickednefs which hath brought this mifery on them? Itfhould 
therefore bee matter of great humiliation to us a!!, when -wee 
feerheiharp and fore judgements that oft light upon little 
ones for their original fin. 

A* Gods people were wont in extraordinary cafes to bring 
their infants and fucklings with them to keep Fafts, Joel 2.16. 
the better to affe& their hearts , and break them with forrow 
for fin , which threarned deftru&ion to them and their little 
ones. Even this ufe ihould wee make of th* miferies of Ltv- 
f#iiD%when wee fee Gods hand upon them^efcfoov^ 
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our felves to think what* judgements aredue to us who have 
1 fo many a&ual fins to anfwer for , which thefe little ones are 

free from. Wee ihould therefore mourn over them,as David 
Me,me adfum did for the people, As for thefe tyceyphat have they done f it u 
qui feci, i* me I that have fimed. So let us fay, As for thcfe little ones^ 
cttvertitejcr- w h at have they done ? it is wee ,. even wee tl|at have fin- 
ned, a/id provoked the Lord to anger with our tranfgrefli- 
ons. 

1 a Obf. Rebeiion brings diftruttion. 
Samaria ftiali bee made defolate, for fliee hath rebelled. 

When Gods heritage is as a Lion that roars and rageth againft 
him, then hec gives it into the hands of its enemies, Jer. 1 2. 
7,8,9,11. and 4.17. and 44.1 6,1 7,1 1. Lam.\.\% t %o.Micah 
$.13. Matth.2 3. 3 %. IfraelhzA finned, and now the Affyrian 
deftroyes their Cities , eats up their fruits , pafleth through 
their land, carries the people into Captivity,and makes flaves 
and exiles of them in a ftrange. Gauntry* 

Rebellion is a capital fin , it is not every fin -(though every 
fin more or lefs hath fomething of rebel ion in it , bang com- 
mitted againft that allegiance wee owe unto God by the Law 
of Creation)butit is an habitual obftinacy and ftubbornnefs in 
fin; hence fuch are faid to have pecks of iron , smd trows of 
brafs y hard and mcircumcifed hcxrts\jhzy are called afrovpard 
generation^ Ijing children which refufeto obey the L<ar,Ifa. 3 0.9. 
rebelling aga$nfi the Ugh Job 2 4.1 $• 

It is reckoned amor^ft the gteatefl: fins, and is compared to 
Witchcraft j. Sam.i 5.23. which is thehigheft andmoft hide- 
ous Idolatry in rhe world; it is a renouncing of God,to follow 
the counfel of the Devil. It is a fin that God will certainly 
vifit for, his Juftke will not fufferitto go unpuniftied, Exod. 
34.7.7/4.1.2,7, 

For fins of meer infirmity there isapardonincourfe ; but 
fins of preemption, committed with a high hand againft light 
and warning, are very dangerous , and Therefore David 
prayes of all fins to bee kept fromfuch, PfM % \ $M 3. 

Taofe great fins call for great humiliation , before there 
can bee any pardon expected, £#0^.34.7. 2 Ckron.33.12. 
Pfal.68.1d. 

2 Do not envy the profperou* condition of. rebellious fin- 
Jncrs, though they may .flwxtfh. fotitisste, and water* of a 
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full cup bee wrung out unto them 4 , yet their feet <ha!l Aider 
indue time, and every thre3tning (hill light upon them. I 
They are rather to be pittied, than envied. 

3 As ever wee defiretobee free from defolatiort y let us 
flye thofeiins that caufe it. Look what fins brought defolation 
upon Efhram y „thofe (ins wilL -bring defolarioft 6n England^ if 
they *ei<p amoneft us; for God is the f«fieto the fame finners. 

Qudt. But what were Ephraims yftu which brought defolation 
upe» him } 

Anfw. Upon fearchl finde them to bee many , but about 
twenty fignil ones there are which brought aeftru&on on 
him. Whether they bee not England Cms , as vireli as Ephra- 
ims y the Application will fliew. 
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cryed, Kifs the Sox and worfhif him y they cry, Kifs the C*tv*s^ 
which Jeroboam hath fee up,and worihip then, H*f. 13,1 



and this Idolatry was univerfal , it was not in bne , but in alL 
theirCities, 2 King.i 7.9,10,1 1. £^.23.4,5. . 

This is a God-provoking,and a Land-deftroying fin, it is the 
chufing (as it were) another husband, it breaks the Covenant- 
and tne Marriage-knot between God and a people. It is a_ 
preferring of the ]>e*il before Chrift , arid dirty dunghil god^ ! 
(as the word Unifies) before the living God, 2 King.i j.i a. 



6)aiUum hoc 
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ftcrcmi* per eontemptum t quia fatore fuoDemofendujU. JhcviQi^ is,*fcd fof dung and dirt 

j What ever finners mav efcape , yet Idolaters are fare 

to pay for it. When men oegin to chufe new Gods, the next^ 
newsis, Wir is in the gates, Judg.5.8. PjaUyS.ii. 
8,9. Micah i.5,6,7« Many forrows attend this fin, P[al^ 
1 6.7. This, even this was that fatal fin which laid Samaria in 
the dull, Amos %#lt. and therefore Hsfea doth more inveigh 
againft their Idolatry ,than againft any other fin. 

And is not this Englaads fin ? Have not wee chofen of 
late many new Gods , and with Efhraimkt up Idols accord- 
ing to our own underftanding ? Hof. 13.2. and have made a 
light within us , and not Gods word, the rule of our a&ions? 
Wee have forfaken his faithful Miniflers to follow Calves , 
Socinian, Arrian, Ar minion ^ Anakapifiick^ Quaking Calves* 
Mofes bare with many provocations from the people of Jjrael y 
but when in his abfence they fet up a Calf , nee was all of a 
flame, and could bear no longer. Where can wee go, but wee 
meet with Jerohams Calves ? .WhaD Town, City, County is 
not peftred with them? Thefe prophefie f alfly , andtoomany 
love to have it fo , but what will they do in the end thereof, 
when God fhall call them to account fot all thqir Herefies 
and Blafphemies?J*r.5.»/f. . ■ ; 

Befides the grofs Idolatry that ftill abounds in the land, 
many falling openly to Pojjery , and many in their affe&ions. 
hankering after the bewitching allurements of thajt Babylonifti 
Harlot. A fad omen of an approaching judgement, arweei fee 
in France and G&tppy> •■■■■.I "■■ V; . ; 
. An4 • $ddc to tai$ the .gp$ NNoddl^toit^ednpis and in* 
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ordinate love of the world that abounds, amongtt us, which is 
Idolatry- in pods etteem, Col. 3 # j. , 

a. A lecond fin- of Efhraim was a ready compliance with 
the Traditions of men, Hof. 5.11. and 11. 6. Efhraim is of- 
preft and broken in judgemsnt , became hee willingly walked after 
the Commandements and Traditions of men, preferring them be- 
fote Gods Commandements. Jeroboam could no fooner com- 
mand Idolatry, but the people readily obey, 1 King ,i 2.3 1,3 3. 
4pmri another of their Kings makes Statutes for groffer Ido- 
latry, and even in thofe Statutes did they walk, Micak 6.i§. 
And for this the Lord threatens to demoy them , Hofea 5. 
12,14. 

And is not this Englands fin ? Ate not many , t*o many a- 
mongft us , more ready to hearken to a Seducer , than to & 
faithful Teacher , and more ready to follow Vanity than Ve- 
rity ? preferring the chaffe of mens inventions , before the 
wheat of Gods word. Let the ableft Minifter in the land 
preach in fome Towns , yet how many are there that prefer a 
rayling , feducing Se&ary that preacneth the fancies and do- 
tages of his ovyn brain , before the faithful fervants of God 
that difpenfe his word finccrely? 

This alfo is a fad prefage of fome apppbaching Judge- 
ment. " 

3 Contempt of the true Prophets. It was a rare age of Pro- 
phets , they nad the belt preaching a little before their ruine. 
So great was the Lords care over tntfm , and fo loath was hee 
that they fliould perifti , that hee fcnt extraordinary Prof hets 
to them, more in number than hee did- to the Kingdome of 
Judahy and by them hee fupplied the de£e& of the ordinary 
Miniftry of Priefts and Levites. They had Eli\ah % Elifba, Jo- 
nah, Amos, fificahy Joel> and Hofia> who proRhefied about 
feven and forty years unto them > befides thefe Prophets r 
Ahijah , Semaja y Jeh# y Iddo y Amani^ Az,<tr\ab, &c. yet 
fuch was their obftinacy and perverfn£fs, that no wooings, nor 
warnings could .work upon them; ij$ead of. hearkning to thofe 
Meffengers' whicK the Lord in great compaflion fent unto 
them to reclaim them fcom their Idols, they mocked-, jeered, 
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mif-ufed and pcrfecuted them, and looked upon them as a 
pack of Cheats and deceivers that frighted peoplt without a 
caufe, till the wrath of the Lord broke forth againft them , 
and there was no remedy; his anger was fo fierce it could not 
bee extinguifhed/ When David fent meflfengers to comfort 
Ranm, and hec abufed chem , Davids anger was kindled a- 
gainft him , and it coft him dear , 2 Sam. 1 0,4. Contempt of 
the word, is an infallible fore-runner of judgement. When 
Elies fons hearkned not to the counfel of their father, God 
cut them off. When Ama^iah contemned the counfel 
of the Prophet , it was a fign the Lord had a purpofe to de- 
ftroy him, 2 Chron.t^.i 6. 

And if this bee an infallible fign of a Nations mine , the 
Lord bee merciful to England ; never was the land fo full of 
pious, painful , learned Minifters , and never were any fo 
courfely and ingratefully dealt withall by many, . as thefe are. 
What loads of peproaches , and floods of bitter raylings are 
caftout againft us , not for any evil that wee have done , but 
foldy for Acharging our duty, and flopping men in their fin- 
ful, heretical , deftru&ive wayes ? Wee are their enemies, 
onely becaufe wee tell them the truth. Thofe that formerly 
were ready to pull out their own eye* to do us good, now they 
are ready to pull out our eyes. Thus have wee oeen' wounded 
inthehoufe of our friends. To bee derided by Egyptians , is 
thneatned as a mifery, Hofajth. but to bee reproached by 
friends and profeffors, is very grievous. The jgood Lord lay 
not this ingratitude and contempt to their charge. Thougn 
wee bear , jtet God* will not aiwayes bear. When Mofes is 
filent, then Godarifetb; when hfce is dumb, then God fpeaks ; 
when hee is deaf, then God hears and ftirs , Numb.x i p 1 ,4. 
God will fmite through the loyns of thofe that rife againft 
his Meffengecs, and of thofe that hate them, that they rife not 
up again, Dent, 33.11* ^ 

It is riot fo much the Minifter as the Miniftry that is cried 
down, that which they flhould principally love us for, viz,, for 
our work fake, that is the ground of theie mens hatred. As it 
was not the Baron , but the Barony that was the Traytor ; fo 
for the moft part , it is not fo much the man that they finite 
ar, as the Maintenance, the Tythes, the Glebe, and the Or- 
dinanccs of God, whcremdvtfv^j ttt\tixsa&R&» 



Ver. 1 6. 



Samaria's Dwnfal. 



9\ 



4 As the true Prophases were contemned, fo they delighted 
in falfe ones. Elijahh perfecuted, when eight hundred and fifty 
falfe Prophets are entertained and fed, i King. 18.4, ip# 
Though they were fools and mad-men , Hoj. 9. 7. 7 he 
dates of Vifitation are come, how doth that appear ? why, t lye 
Profhety the falfe Prophet u afool } and flatcers the people with 
vain hopes; yea, the fpiritnal man is mad. 

i. e. Hee who braggs fo much of the Spirit,and faifly boafteth 
chatheeisinfpiredby the holy Spirit, and that hee fpeaks all 
by the Spirit, this man is mad, hee is fmitten with a.fpiritual 
frenzy, ddatiilg upon bis own dreams,' andlunatick illumina- 
tions, and venting his brain-fick notions inftead of Gods Word. 
ThefePriefls, Jeroboam ( in his carnal policy ) chofe out of 
the meaneft of the people (htfervantsfor fuch gods, Calves 
fuit well with Calves ) which were not of tHe Sons of Levi , 
who Were fee apart by Gods fpecial command for the fervice of 
his houfe, but whofoever would, might thruft himfelf ific'o the 
office, how unworthy foever , 1 Kmg. 13. 33. But fee^what 
follows in the next, verf 34. This thing became a fin tithe houfe, 
of Jeroboam, even to cm it off from the face of the Earth, This, 
even this, was that indeleble fin which ruined both hip and his 
Family. • • . 

And is not this the fin of Mngland ? are not falfe Prophets by 
many thoufands preferred before the true?will not many go ten 
miles to hear a deceiver, that will not go two to hear a faith- 
ful Minifter of Chrift ? when me© go by troops to fuch harlotry- ; 
meeting*, the Lord will vifit for this, as well as for corporal ! 
harlotry. Jer. 5, 7 ,9.The quaking Seducers are certainly lead by 
this fpirit of the Devil, as will eafily appear, if vyee confidef tht 
Men, the Matter,.or the Manner of their fpeaking. 

1 The Men > both Speakers and Hearers, are generally a 
^rophane Generation, they are mordaces & mendaces, notori- 
ous Raf I ers and Lyars, as like their Father the Devil, as ever 
they cao look. ■ . v 1 

2 VVhatisrhe Matter of their Speaking? why, it is agatnft 
Miniflers, and rhe ; r Maintenance, or a gainft the Coercive 

-| power of the Magiftrate, againft Scripture, Ordinandes, &c. 

3 The Manner of their Meeting is prophane irld tutttpl-. 
-mobs. A rout meet together, on a Mounts^ * CAwcc^^ <sO 
under Come Hedge, and there without atvN w^^vw^^A^- 
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fome fpeak, others jeer, fome difpute, fome quarrel and fight , 
others cake Tobacco ( amidft fuch an unfavoury company they 
lad need of fome better Antidote ) fo that one would think 
they were at fome Bear-baiting, and not at the Service of 
God. That men fhould bee tolerated, yea and commanded to 
ferve God, is commendable, but that men (hould bee tollera- 
ted to blafpheme and worfhip the Devil, is abominable. 

2 What folly and madnefs hath feized on the falfe Prophets 
of our times, the fwarms of blafphemous Pamphlets do-fuffici- 
ently teftifie to the world; am the thoufands and ten thou- 
fandsthat have been infected by them, do plainly fore-tell 
that fome judgement is at hand. 

3 How many dt Jeroboams Priefts have thruft themfelves into 
thewwkofthe Miniftery? who vent herefies and blafphemies 
inftead of truth, Snd^ what tollerarion and countenance hath 
beengiyetuo fuch, fs known how to all the world, arid fbr- 
reign Chafches complain againft us for it; and what caufe wee 
have to feaxthat wrath is coming upon us for this fin, Let the 
wife Reader judge. If evfcr that Caution of our Saviour were in 
feafon,, it is now, i*/**. 10. 1 7. Beware of men. Ghrift doth 
not fay, beware of Serpents," or Devils,. ( hee promifed them 
power over tbefe, Mark? 1 6. 1 7, 1 8. But, Beware of men. 

■ 1 Beware of wUked men , "wojfifb ferfecmors^ and blood- 
fuckers, w}io hatei us without a caufe, rf*t. 69. 4. how much 
'more when by our unwife walking wee ihall cxpofe our felves 
to their fury and malice? m . 

a Beware of Hypocrites, and {eemwg good me» r The Devil 
can transform himfelf into an Angel of Light, and oft appears 
in Samuels Mantle, the better to deceive; hee is never more 
to bee feared, than when fuch; it is. this SanBus Satana* y this 
white Devil, that dothus moft hurt. The fwearing, curfing , 
black Devil, every one cries iliame of> but it is the preaching , 
praying, profefljng Devil 1 who pretends to* extraordinary fan- 
] ftity and mortification that deceives even many a good fotrf by 
its over-much credulity. Thefe are more dangerous ( in fome 
fenfe ) to. us, than the very Devil himfelf; for if the Devil 
rhould appear to us in his own likenefs, amd ugly fhape , wee 
iliouldrunfrom him for fear, no man would hearken to him$ • 
J if the DcviJ . fhould come in perfon, and call men ■ to the Ale- 1 
'houfe, or call tbem from theit oA\\tv^ v ^W^\Ak<&^Y W\ 
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when bee comes to us in %friend,a wife, a bofom-companion, 
&c> hee is not fo eafily perceived, and fo wee are fooner en- 
fnared; and therefore our Saviour doth not fey, Beware of Sa- 
tan, but, Beware of thofe men vyho are the Inftruments of Sa- 
tan; if they fhould come like Angels, wee fhould fufpe& 
them, if like Bsafts, wee fhould ihuiithem, if like fiends, 
wee fliould fear them; but coming to us like men of the fame v 
profeflion with us, and profetfing great . kindnefs to us, how 
foon are poor plain fouls deceived by fuch? and therefore Be- 
ware of men; for as God loves to work upon men by the Mini- 
ftryofman, and fends them to fuch : So the Devil, who is 
Gods Ape* loves tb draw men from God, by men*t>/*. byfe- 
ducers and deceivers, who are infpired,. fitted and filled by 
him for that purpofe ; if A hob will no: hear Mlcaiah the true 
Prophet of the Lord, the Devil hath four hundred falfc 
Prophets at hand to deceive him. When hee would feduce. 
Adam from his obedience, hee doth not appear himfelf, but 
hee fees £w his wifcuponhim, and fo prevails* When hee. 
would have innocent Abel (lain, bee doth hot do it himfelf ,. 
but bee hath a malicious C*/Vehat will do it. When the De- 
vil would have Chrift crucified, hee hath a Judas, a Devil 
incarnate, ready at hand to betray him, J»hn 13.2. 

3 Beware of real good men*. The Devil can fhrowd himfelf 
tinder a Peter, and tempt our Saviour by him, Mattb* 16. 
by his example hee can compel the Gentiles to live after the. 
Jewifh manner, in obferviqg the Ceremonial Law, Gal. 2* 1 4. 
The bejf of men* are but men at befl\ they know but in part, they; 
have their infirmities, and muft have their .grains of allow- 
ance; wee may not therefore glory iti men * not pin our Faith- 
on their fleeves, becaufe wee know not whither they may car- 
ry it. Thegreatfinofthisagejis, building on man; Such a 
holy man is for a tolleratiori, and fuch a one holds fuch opi- 
nions; what tell you mee of men ? Wee muft/ live by Rule , 
not by Example^ neither may wee follow ^ any good man fur- 
ther than hee follows Chrift in His Word, 1 c or. 1 t. 1. Bee it 
/W, you muft try his ©o&rine by the touch-flone of the 
Word , before you truft it , A3siy.ii. Remember, every 
is a Ijar , Rom. 3. 4. either a&ively, or palfively ; ei- 
ther bv lpipofture, and of purpofe , orelfebylm£ot;eno[^mi 
Wvenc,, .... 
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4 Beware of great men. Wee aje apt to bee lead by their 
examples; if Prince fuch a one, or Sir Thomas fuch aonerife y 
&c. how apt are people to follow, without any confederation ? 
Great men many times are great finners, they have their na- 
tive corruption heightened by theirpomp and prosperity, Job 
21. 7> to 1 5. J*r*4« 5. When great men are wicked men , 
and have great parts,, and great wits, they do great rtrifchief , 
as Achitofhel, CatUine y &c. Beware then of following fuch 
great ones. m - ? 

5 Beware offubtil fedncers, that pretend New-light, Gen. 3. 
5. Revelations, glorious Myfteries, dec. R*m. 16. 17. but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves, Mat. 7.15. Poifon in it felf 
is dangerous, but never more dangerous than wheirjt is mixt 
with honey. Thefe have mens perfons in admiration-, but it is 
for their own ends and advantage, Jude 16. and if ever this 
Caution were in feafon, it is now, when there are fo many 
Jugiers and cheaters gone forth into the world. Their number 
is greater than formerly, and they a& fidoFe fubriflyatid myfti- 
cally, they a& againft Chrift, under the Name of CHrift, Mat. 
24.5. and that fo cunningly and craftily, that if it were pof- 
fible they would deceive the very Eledt, Mat. 14. 24. they 
have Jacob's voice, but Efans hands; they talk fo divinely, as 
if they had no bodies, and live fo lewdly* as if rhey had no 
fouls; hence it is that wee ace fo oft admoniffied to take heed 
of them, Rom. 16*17. 2 Tim* 3. 5. 2 John 10. 

Ob;e&. Thej cite Serif ture. . 

Anfw. So did the Devil, Matth. 4.6. 

Objeft. There is fome truth in what thej'fty 

Anfw. So there is in the Mafs', and in Stage-plaies. It is 
the Devils ufual pra&ice; to mi* feme fligar with his poifon, 
to make it go down the betted; and to mingle ibme trurhs 
with his erroursj as the Fowler mingles corn with his chaff, 
that hee may catch the fooner* You will fliun thofe that po : ibn 
your bodies, Oh.'take heed of thofe that would poifon your 
.fouls* No murder Hte foul-itiurder. Shun a feducer, as you 
would fowrtbe Devil himfelf, vvhdfe faitor hee is; and when 
hee fpeaks faireft, and pretends moft love, then fear him moft; 
when Herod intended Chrifft deftru&ion, hee then pretended . 
devotion, Matth. 2. -8. Whetf Abfolom fouglic hii. Fathers 
/Kingdom^ hee pretends a Vow ax.hefcrt»\ Sairfwoufc 
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mifchief David> hee makes him his Son-m-Law, i Sam. 1 8.f 
1.7. Beware then of men^ who put fair Gloves upon foul hands; 
vvho. pretend pitty, but a& cruelty, who promife liberty, when 
they intend thraldome. 

6t>je#. But the j are great Prof e(fors. 

Anfw. So were thofe that followed Chrift, yer hee would 
not truft them, for hee knew the deceit that was in them, Joh. 
2* 24, 2 J. All is not gold that glitters, nor are all Ifrael, that 
are of Ifrael% and therefore take heed whom you trutt. 

6 Beware of thy foes. Wee are befet round with them, and 
that borh corporal and fpiritual, wee had need therefore to 
bee fober, and watch, and to pray with David , Helf mee> O 
Lord^ and that becaufe of mine enemies, Pfal.i*], n. Ma- 
ny there bee that watch for our hairing, wee alfo (hould watch 

- and countermine 'them. There is a curfed enmity in the 
wicked againft the righteous, Gen* 3. 1 $..Pf*l, jy. 4. So that 
they could even flay them ally as Cain did Abtl^ 1 John 3 . 
12. becaufe by their light and life- they reprove them; and 
this enmity, * 

1 ft is Natural^ and fo is conftant and delightful. 

2 It is Intenfoe* As a good man loves good men apfretia- 
tive & intenfivhy affeElm & *ffe&# , with a high degree of af- 
fe&ion, and iliew it in their, aitions :■ So the wicked hate the 
godly with an inveteratei intenftve hatred, they could even 
vvifli that they had more lives than one, that they rtiight exer- 
cife their malice on them ; Antipathy is againft -tne whole 
kinde, they defire that even the name of Ifrael misht bee no 
more in remembrance- 

. 3 It is Irreconcilable. Enemies may bee reconciled, but en- 
mities never, till nature bee changed ; when Saul is convert- 
ed, and become a /W, then, and not till then hee prizeth 
whom before hee perfecuted, 

7 Beware of thy Frien dsaud Relations. By thefe the Devil 
oft-times doth jjs more hurt, than by our open enemies; and 
therefore when one was praying, Lord deliver mee from mf . 
foet\ Nay, faid one that heard him, rather pray, Lord deliver 
mee from m) friends. Wee ufually Chun our foes, and take 
heed of their counfel; but it is the Devil in a friend that un- 
does us. The Italia* Proverb is , God k*t} mtt from tW\ 

> \hm tfm/fritods, mid I will fee to my foes • \ 



Samaria's Downfti. Chaff. 13 , , 

I Objeft. It is my wife that forfwades mee, and {hall I not \ 
hearken to her ? 1 
| Anfw. If thy wife give thee good counfel according to the 
rwordj then in'all that Sarah fliall fay unto thee, hearken to 
hervoyce, elfe you mutt ftopyour ears againftthofe Sirens. 
How many wives have deluded their husbands and drawn 
their hearts from God ? Adam by hcarkning to Eve undid 
himfelf , and all his pofterity. Sohmon was oefottcd by his 
Idolatrous wives. Samffon betrayed bv Dalilabpand J*6 had 
undone himfelf , had hce hearkned to his wives wicked coun- 
fel, Jot 2.9. 

Objeft. It is my fen, my brother , mj kinfman that eonnfels 
met. 

Anfw. Even thefe may deceive you, if you take not heed, 
A mans enema are thofe of hie own houfe. What the Scripture 
fpeaks in cafe of perfecution , is moft true in cafe of tempta- 
tion; brother {hall betray brother , the father the childe, and 
children fliall rife agaiiift the father, Matth.w. n-jtf. Even 
Chrifts brethren rofe aga&ft him, J*b.7.$. and the Jews 
that were his kinfmen according to the flefh , were fo fiercely 
fee againft him,that they preferred Barr*bbas a Robber before 
him, and fought to ftone him, Matth.%6.%0. Joh.i 1 .8. Thus 
Cam flew his orother, Ijhmael perfecutes Ifaac y Efa*J*cob y 
and Jofefhs brethren fell him. So that if ever that counfel 
alfo were in feafon it is now, Mlcah 7. 5. Trnft not in a friend^ 
fut no confidence in a guide, keep the doors of thy month from her 
that lyeth in thy bofome ; wty fo ? for the fon difhononrs the fa- 
ther y the daughter rifeth againft the mother (wee may adde, the 
fei vant againft bis Matter , the fubjeft againft his fuperiour, 
&c.) 

8 Beware of Strangers. Try men before you truft them. 
Time difcovers mens tempers , the heart of man is fo deeply 
deceitful, that it requires fome time to know it; and if it bee 
not fafe to truft Relations, much lefs ftrangers. Hypocrificis 
fpun with a fine thread? and none are fo foon deceived, as the 
over-credulous; and therefore Solomon fo oft blames men for 
trufting ttrangers> Prov^.to. and Chrifts flieep will 
not fellow ftrangers- Job. 1 0.5* ^ 

9 Above all , , take heed of that w7. man thy felf It is a 
'/e^er, fubtil, daily, deadly ,botom^^\tcc^ ^&&dad\ ui^ 
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moft mifchief , wee our fclves are the foreft enemies toourt 
felve* (Immicorum peffanns, qmaproximHi) all the Devils im 
hell , and all the men in the world could not hurt us , if wee 
were but true to ourfelves. It was a good prayer of St. Aujlln, 
Lord, deliver meefrom that evil man my felf. The way to con/ 
quer Satan, is firft to conquer t>ur felves. This is the higheft 
and hardelt Martyrdome, to deny our felves univerfall jr. Let 
us then walk wiicly in this, day of Englands trial, remembrftig, 
that the Scripture calls wicked men Wolves for ravening, Dogs 
for greedinefs, Lions for cruelty, and Foxes for fubtilty. Any 
of thefe creatures, when inraged, aire terrible , and wee will 
take heed of them ; but when the cruelty and fubtilty of all 
thefe creatures fnall concenter and meet in man, how great is 
the danger , and how had wee need to beware, of men , efpe- 
cially when they come with fair pretences, and with fine words j 
parget over foul matters, 2/^.2.3. calling Pride, Decency;! 
Errour,New-lightS3'Hypocrifie^xtraordinary fan&ity;Hereticks, ! 
the fervants of God,8cc? The Devil knows that if fin fnould 
appeir in its own proper colours, men would hateit , fo ugly 
andloathfomeitis. If Jeroboam had told ffrael plainly, they 
muft worihip Devils, when they worshipped the Calves , who 
would have followed him ? 

5 They were full of Pride, Hof. and 7,1 o. The pride 
of -Ifrael dothteftifieto his face. They were proud of their 
riches, and proud of their buildings, and therefore the Lord 
threatens to fmite the Winter-houfe with the Summer-houfe, 
which they had built for Pride and Pleafure, Amos 3. 
ult. 

Aud is not this Englands fin ?~Was there ever more pride 
in heart, in habit, in hair, in veftures, geftures, words, and 
works ? .And doth not pride ever go before deftru&ion , -and 
a high minde before a fall ? But of this elfewhere at 
large. . > 

6 Hypcrifie ab :unded amongft them, *hey were like a de- 
ceitful bow that breaks and deceives the Archer ; they com- 
paff?d the Lord about wich their lyes, crying, My father, my 
father, howling before him in their mifery, when alas their; 
righteoufnefs was but as the morning dew which fuddenly va- ^ 
niihetlvaway, Hof.$ % 6. and 6.4. and 8.2. arvd j a^\6. 

1 £ a %i 2 King. 1 7,> This made the Lord to t^&. *tA&^* 
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both them and their fervices^aw 5.21,22. 

And how doth this fin reign in E»gl*nA (romDa* to Beerjke- 
tafzom Eaft to Weft, from one corner of the Land to another? 
Never was the Land fo full of praying and preaching , Le- 
isures, Repetitions, Private -meetings, &c. and never fuch. 
unmodified, unholy, unrighteous, unanfwerable walking to 
thofe duties. This abufe and prophanation of holy things 
makes the Land to tremble under us, £^.22.8. The Land 
is full of Science, but where, oh where is the confcience ? 
The Voyce is Jacobs Voyce , but the hands are the hands of 
EffH* Many talk like Angels, but live like Devils ; they talk 
as if they had cloven Tongues , but walk as if they had clo- 
ven feet. Moft amongft.us live dire&ly contrary to their 
prayers. They pray againft piide., and yet their pride is vi- 
able. They pray againft worldiy-mindeanefs , and yet they 
are notorioufly worldly. They pray for fclf-denial , and yet 
are great fel f-feekers,&c. Oh thiscurfed Hypocrtfie, Hypo- 
crifie, Hypocrifie.ruines all* It is that leven that fowers all 
ourfervices, that Coloquintida that makes our duties deadly. 
If any fin deftroy EngUni^ it is this. God may bear with other 
fins, but this provokes him to his face, and is fuch a horrid 
mocking of him, that his foul abhors. 

{Againft Hypocrifie , fee Mr.r frjhel his Treatife Againft it, 
and Mr/rrM^,andMr.W#iW, Mx William Shepherd, Mr. 
Ant3mg*$ Spi.Refin.2.P. Mr. Rob. Bolton on Pfal.i.p.14. 
Mr. Eemer on I fa. 5 8.4P.407.] 

7 The Jfraetites were great felf-feekers. They brought 
forth fruit, but it was to themfelves. They were all for pre- 
fent profit, and prefent pay, like the Heifer that loves 
to tread out the corn (vyhere ihee may eat as ftieegoes) but 
Ihee loves not plowing , that is hard and hungry work , Hof 9 
10 i,i 1. They were all for liberty and eafe, they could not 
abide Gods yoak , and therefore, the Lord tells them, that 
fince they loved liberty fo well , they fhould have enough of 
it, but to their ruine. Ifrael was a wanton Heifer , the whole 
pafture could not contain, nor content her , and therefore the 
Lord threatens to give her die liberty of the Lamb in the 
wildernefs, where it fhould bee expofea to a thoufand dangers 
and iniferies^/^.itf. 
And is not this the great f\tv o£ E* x.Uere ever v 
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Ids felf-deiriati and more felf-feeking in the Land ? where 
fliall wee finde a plain, fimple, fingle-hearted Jacob , that 
prefers Gods glory beforehis own intereft, and can bee con 
tent to pcriili, fo that Gods Name may flourilli? Shew mee, 
Oh ihew mee that man,that I may give thank? unto God for 
him, 

Moft men in our daies are fa*int-eyed , they pray 9 hear , 
repent , faft , give Alms , but ftill they have an eye to them- 
feJves in all they do. Zack. 7. % . Matth. 6. 2. 

And as Ephraim, £0 England is all for Liberty ; Liberty in 
Church, and Liberty in State; Liberty in Spirituals, and Li- 
berty in Temporals: We have thofe, that like Sons of Belial, 
can bear no yoak, none muft reign over them. They muft 
lave Liberty, Liberty, Liberty; and I will proclaim a Liber- 
ty to you ( faith the Lord ) A Liberty to the Sword, a Liber* 
tj to the famine, <md a Liberty to the Peftilencr, This is the por- 
tion of fuch Libertines, Jer. 34. 1 7. 

8 Witchcraft and Inchantmentr, This alfo was a fin that 
helot to mine Ephraim. They had familiarity with the^ Devil, 
and by his aid they could divine aad inchant, a King • 17, 

And was there ever more Witchcraft in England, than at 
this day? Oh this finning fin grows rife amongft us. Thofe 
feducing, deluding, quaking fots and fe&aries that go up and 
down the Land with their inchanting Ribbons,and other Dia- 
bolical practices, plainly fhew that too many of them arc in 
leaeue with the Devil. They talk muchof thefpirits moving, 
and the fpirits leading them ; their baftards, their railing and 
blafphemy, fhews that it is an evil fpirit that leads them. 

This fin helpt to ruine the Jews, Becanfe they had forfal^en 
the Lord, and were fenth-fayers, like the Philtflims, Ifa. a. 6. 
And if England bee guilty of the like fin, itunuft alfo look for 
the like puniflimenc 

9 Barrenness nnder the means of Grace* God was not want- 
ing in any means of Grace to Ephraim, but Ephraim wis an 
empty Vine, and wanting to himfelf, Hof. 10. 7. 

Tms alfo is thereat fin of England^ wee are dead under 
lively Oracles, and fruitlefs under fruitful Ordinances, and 
lean under foul-enriching means. Like Pb*r *obt ^ 
tb*i devoured the Atones, vetthemCdves^ettfe\\\^^G en * 
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41.20,21. Wee difhonour the Lords Paftures, and difcre- 
die his Ordinances by our unfruitfulnefe , and open the mouths 
of the wicked, to cry, Ecce yuales funt tmChriftum colmt\ 
Behold how dead and dull, how bafe and barren, how unholy 
and unrighteous thefe Chriftians are I fuch barren ground is 
nigh to curfing, Heb. 6. 8. Which of us will plow the Rocks, 
or fow the Sands, or beftbw coft upon ground which will bring 
forth nothing but briars and thorns ? The barren figg-tree was 
cut down, becaufe it cumbred the Earth, and made the ground 
about it the worfe, Lnkj 1 3, (5, to 10. The figg-tree that had 
nothing but bare leaves of profeflion, was curfed for want o f 
fruit, Msrk^ii. 1 3, 14. God will lay his^Axe to the root of 
thofe trees that bring hot forth good fruit, Matth. 3. 10. and 
lay wafte his Vineyard, and" command the clouds to Rain no 
more upon ir, when after all his coft and care it brings forth 
nothing but wild grapes, J fa. 5. 2, to 8. when the Lord comes 
to walk in the beautiful Vineyard of his Church, and findes a 
tree that grows not in fo fruitful a foil, hee wilt cut it down , 
it fhall no longer cumber the ground. 

Our greac unfruitfulnefs under the rich means that yvee en- 
joy, fhould deeply affeft us. If Hannah wept for the barren- 
nefs of her body, how fhould wee lament the barrennefs of our 
fouls ? and cry as Rachel y Give mee children^ or I dye : So, give 
mee Grace, or I am undone, make mec fruitful, or I perifli 
for ever. Complain to God againft it, the beft and moft fruit- 
ful Chriftians have made the faddeft complaints againft them- 
felves. Holy Bradford^ how oft did hee lament that deadnefs, 
•unfruitfulnefs, unthankfulnefs that cleaved to- his nature*? 
Davids how oft doth hee begg for quickning Grace? Do by 
your barren hearts , as men do by tnei; barren grounds, they 
will digg, dung, drain them, and ufe all means to make them 
fruitful : So do you, pray, read, meditate, hear, confer* and 
ufe all means to get your dead hearts bettered, and your gra- 
ces quickned. 

Yet left any fhould deceive themfelves, thinking that they 
grovY in'grace, when they do but deceive themfelves ; you 
muft therefore know that there^ may bee a growing 
4 when there is no growing In grace. Many a man knows mo)& A 
I and can pray longer than formerly, and yet no growth vi % 
I grace. True growth is pdnd\*tt^ umto&V uy the. Raoc v i$> 
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Humiliation, San£Ufication, Faith* Obedience. It is ..a grow- 
ing up, not onely infome things, but in all things-* \isfhef.4. 
15.) True growth is univerfal, it is not onely a growing in 
the head ( as fome that have the Rickets do ) but in heart , Sec dj^ on 
head, and every part. True growth (faith Ariftotle) isadif- rfw Sacrament, 
/uiingof nourifhment to all the parts, uniftrmher & difformi- x * P-3*7 
ter ; The Underftanding, Will, Memory> Afc#ions, Body , * - 

Soul, all is bettered. 

2 It may bee you do grow, but dp you grow anfwerable to 
all the means and mercies which God hath beftowed upon, 
•you ? They that have much^ of them fhall bee much required. \ 
Wbe*e the. Husbandman beftows extraordinary coft, there hee j 
expels an extraordinary crop; and herein the beft of us all ; 
have great caufe to bee humbled inthe.duft. • Who can fay i 
heehath anfwered the Lords coft and care, and grown an-i _ 
fwerably to all thofe Sermon>, S.abbaths, Sacraments, good '• 
books, corrections, and all other rich means which God hath 
afforded us in thefe latter daies. Oh what Gyants might! 
wee have been in waies of gr a ce and goodnefs, if every Ordi- 
nance had been effectual upon our hearts ! hee that is weak 
amongft us, might have been as ftrong as D#vid^ and hee that 
is ftrong as D4wVJ,might have been as anAngelof the Lord,for 
wifdome,and pu:ky y Zacb.i 2.8.Like 5^»/,we might have been 
taller by the head and lhoulders (in the waies of 

Grace J than other men. Our leannefs, and Againfcbarrenricfs; Sec Grofs 
ourlewdnefs , our barrennefs, and unfruitful- sto^'^^ *' % °' 
nefs, our unanfwerable walking to the rich ChrVft All 'in ali, * p/p 
means of Grate that wee enjoy, doth certain- z^?. 
ly fore-tell a ftorm approaching. ' ; 

10 Ingratitude, and abufe of Gods mercies to the promo- 
ting of Idolatry. The more God did for them, the lefs they 
did for him; their fulnefsbred forgetfulnefe, and the more 
they were increafed, the more they finned.. Hence the Lord 
fo oft complains of this fin, as provoking him more than all 
the reft, Hof. 2. 8. & 4. 7. & 10. 1. & 11. 3,4. & 13 • 6.) 
It was this fin efpecially that brought the fvvord upon, them, 
Hof. 2; p, & 13.7. The. Prophet Amos alib> who was con- 
temporary with Hofeaj doth notably fet forth the great Ingra- 
titude of this people in *bufing Gods- mercies, Amos 2 % 9^ 
io,n« 
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And is not this that crying fin of England ? Do wee *not 
fight againft God with his own bleflings, abufing our health, 
wealth, wit, peace, plenty, corn, wine, gold, filver, Scriptures, 
Ordinances, yea all our comforts, and creatures, to the diflio- 
nour of the giver of them? His mercies make us proud, his 
riches covetous,, his peace fecure, his food intemperate, 
and all his benefits fervc us but as weapons to rebel againft 
him. 

Anddoweethurre<juitethe Lord, O foolifh and unwife ? 
is this the thanks wee give him for all his patience, preferva- 
tions, fuccefs and deliverances ? Will not the Lord vifit for 
thefe things ? and (hall not his foul bee avenged on fuch t Na- 
tion as this ? Had England no more fins to anfwer for but this, 
even this were fufftcient to make it a defoiation, as it did 
Samaria. 

1 1 Covenant-breaking. God had betrothfed them to htm- 
felf, and chofen them from the reft of the world, to become 
his people, But they lik$ men tranfgrejf td the Covenant* there did 
they deal treacher**flj againft him , Hof. 6. 7. &10. 4. Like 
Sons of Adam , they walkt in his fteps; though they were abun- 
dantly bleft by God, yet they revolted from him, and tranf- 
grcftthe Covenant, there > even there (it is put emphatically) 
where they (hould have been moft faithful, viz* in the Co- 
venant, there thejr dealt moft falfly and pcrfidioufly with 
him. 

And is not this oi)e of the crying fins of England t Never 
was there a wifer and better compofed Covenant in the Na» 
tion, and never any worfe performed; wee have lifted up bur 
hands to the moft Hi$h>that wee will ( in our places and cal- 
lings)extirpate herefie*, and yet many walk as if they had taken 
a Covenant to propagate them-; many amongft us make no 
more of their Covenants, than an Ape doth of his coller, which 
hee can put off or on at his own pleafure. 

Let any man but read all the branches of the Covenant, and 
then compare our contrary walking to irj and hee cannot but 
admire the infinite patience of the Lord, that hee hath not 
longfince fent a fvvord to avenge the quarrel of his. Covenant 
upon us, Levi*. 16. 2 wee muft not think to do fuch things, 
& , and cfcape, or to break ®ur Covenants with God, and then 
r- 7: p. 4zc. I bee delivered , Ezekj 17. \ ^"to io% \? xfefc Co fadlv\ 
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avenged the breach of Covenant with a man, yea with a Hea- 
then, and Idolater, what flball bee done to him who breaks 
his Covenant made with the great God of Heaven and Earth ? 
and if a good man will perform th» Covenant which hse 
made, though it bee to his difadvantage $ how great is their 
fin then* who perform not the conditions of fuch Covenants 
as tend to their everlafting welfare ? Pfal, 1 5. 4. The Jews 
have a faying, That there is no punishment that befalls them, 
but there is a dram of the golden Calf in it : fo there is no 
mifery that befalls isglandj but there it a dram of Covenant- 
breaking in it. 

12 Security. Though ftrangers had devoured his flxength , 
etheeknevvit not$ the Syrian and AJfyrian hid confumed 
"m, and made a prey of him, yec fuch was his ftupidity, that 

heeknew it not, w*. with a pra&ical faving knowledge, fo as 
to repent, and make a right ufe Of ic * Ttagrm hthrs were 
ftrinktcd here a#d there tyonhim ( which were a fign of weak- 
nefs, and old age, and death approaching ) jet the/ laid it not 
tfrhearty Hof. 7. 9. but they were at eafein Sion> and trufted 
in the Mountain of Samaria^ putting the evil day far from 
them, and therefore a woe is denounced againft them, Amos 

And was there ever more fecurity, and fenflefc ftupidity in 
EngUnd y thm at this day ? Do not the Minifters of Chrift 
generally complain that they fee not that life, zeal, aitivity, 
tendernefs, compun&ion, &c. in their people, as formerly? 
Many applaud and flatter themfelvej with their .gifts and ex 
ternal profeflion of fan&ity, but the power of it is . very much 
wanting amongft us. A great -calm oft times is a fore-runner 
of aftorm; and great fecurity is a great fore-runner of fome 
great judgement. When the old world was eating, drinking, 
buying, building, marrying, and th.ought not of a flood, then 
it came and fwept them all away; when men cry peace , 
peace , then comes fudden and fwift deftru£tion $ I Thef. 

1 3 Anarchy. They devmed all their ]*dg*' s i aU their 
Kings were fallen^ Hof. 7. 7. Thety difcovered their rage in 
their feditious and frequent conspiracies, to the devouring 
and deftroying of their Judges and Magiftrates^ ^.«^as&\ 
in the*reguenr murders oftheir Kings. V 
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What Anarchy and confufion is amongft us , bee is a 
great ftranger in our Englifh Ifrael chat knows not. 

14 Lukewarm™ fs. This is another fin that Helpt to ruine 
Ephraim^Hot.j.il.Ephraimisacake not turned, and fo but 
half-baked, or dough-baked ; neque crudus y neqnecotius^ nei- 
ther hot nor cold, neither fifh, nor flelh,, but of a middle 
I mongrel Religion , halting between two, partly for God, and 
j partly for the Devil, partly for Chrift, and partly foe Baal ; 
i but God hates fuch halting , having doings ; and therefore 
j fpues them out of his mouth, and fends them packing into cap- 
tivity. 

And is riot this the fin of England} Are wee not a luke- 
warm generation, neither hot nor cold, that halt not between 
two, but two hundred opinions ? Wee have a knee tor God, 
and a knee for Baal; a tongue for Chrift, and a tongue for 
Antichrift; a tongue for Truth, and a tongue for Fa /hood ; 
Like the harlot, wee arc all for dividing : But God will bee 
ferved truly and totally, without halting or halving; bee hath 
made our whole hearts, and hee will have all, or none at all. 
Oh, this fin of ^formality and lukewarmnefs cries for fome 
judgement agalnft us. Where is our zeal for Gods glory ? 
our mourning for the great dishonours that are done to his 
Name? our crying out, and witnelfing againft the blafphe- 
mies, herefies, witchcraft, juggling, and Satanical deluifions 
that abound amongft us ? Nay, do not many plead for a ge- 
neral Tolleration of all forts and fe&s ? and if under a colour I 
they make a Law againft fuch, yet ii is either made fo wide , 
that offenders creep thbrow, or the Rulers are fo over- awed, 
that they dare onely admonith, when they ihould puniih , 
and barely (have the head, which of right Ihould bee cut 
off. 

Now, will not ftie Lord vifit fo: rhefe things? and fhall 
not his foul bee avenged on fuch a cold and carelefs Nation 
as this is ? 

1 5 D'lvifions. Ep'jrqim was againft Mttnaffse, and Manages 
againft£pA^/V»;fhc:e ( was divifibn upon divifion amongft them 
their iins had divided th im from theirGod,and now God in his 
juft judgement fees a fpirit of diviiion amongft themfelves to 
their deftruilion, Hof. io#2. Their heart is divided, new fhalL 
t'^tirf.'/tt.'tr. Vul%.& Mont an. f' r . ?AinoA^\\s lfcw."i:tm> f ,\>-ly&<sv '■■ ^ 



10* 



they bee found faulty ; or ^s foitfe render the word, they (hall 
bee ruined. Fordefolationsina State oft follow divifions 
in the Church, as wee fee in Poland, Germany, Sec. . | 
And was England ever more fadly divided and fub-divided 
than at this day ? What fepar anions , and iub-feparations are 
found amoi^gft us ? One is of Paul y another of Apollo ; divi- 
fions in principles , divifions. in pra&ice , divifions in judge- 
ment, and divifions in affection; divifions in Church, and di- 
vifions in State : For the divifions of England there bee fad « 
thoughts of heart. Jerufalems divifions were Jtrufalems 
mine ; Ths Lortf grant that Englands divifions prove not Eng- 
lands ruine. Thefe give, the enemy great advantage againft 
us, and encourage theaa to fct upon us. ^ When Ifrdtl and ju- 
dah were at variance , then comes Shifhal^ the Egyptian and 
troubles Jerufalem, i Chron.i 2.2. 

It is obferved,that England was never conquered, but when vum p*gwu 
it was divided withu* it felf. fmf^l'hytncim- 

6h that God who haph made our hearts would mend them, \^ >niverfi t 
and unite them, that wee may never lofe our Religion, Laws, 1 Tacitus. 
Eftates, Perfons, Pofterity> and all that. is dear to us, and lay 
pur felvesopen to the malice of a. bloody enemy, who hatn 
no way to overthrow us footer than by our fiirful diffenti- 
ons. : , 

1 6 Carnal-confidence . . For this fin they are frequently re- 
proved; one while they trufted in their Kings , anon they go 
down to Egypt for help, and thenfeektothe Affyrian% they 
forfook the Lord , and trufted in an arm of flefh, which yet 
could not help ,themin their troubles , x 3. and 7. xi. 
and i2.i# and xg.io, 

And doth not 'this fin abound in England ? Have not wee 
trufted in' Kings v Princes, Prote&ors, Parliaments, Armies, 
Navies, &c? - Wee have leaned fo long upon our ftaves , till 
wae h^ye broken them all, and ruined our carnal confidences 
by idolizing them. . 

1 7 Incorr'giblenefs under Jejfer judgements. God had been 
as a moth to Efhralm , which confumed. him by little and 
little, but hnce that did not better him , the Lord came as a 
Lion. againfl him , and tore him all popeeces , Hof.%. 1 x^^N 
Liie a goodPhyiScian hee tiled all mean* to ^ Ho\ . N 
j.i,by his word, by his mercies, by his )ud^m^t^ % W^^c^ 



\ 



106 



Samaria's Downfd. 



Chap.i3 # 



Pkftimw fed 
noiflcfiimur , 
corriptmur 
fed *$* cotrrigi- 
mwr. Salyiani 



nothing would mend them , the Lord (wears bybimfelf, to- 
root up them, and their pofterity, for their ftubbornnefs, Amos 
4. fer totum* 

And is not this our fin? Hath not the Lord ufed all gentle 
means,and fpent all his letter rods in vain upon us ? Who can 
fay hee hath been the better for all the Agues , Feavers, 
Taxes, Poverty, Sjcknefs, &c. or any of thofe lefler rods 
which God hatn laid upon us? May not the Lord complain of 
England as hee did fometime of Ijrael for their incorrigible- 
neft? Amos 4.6. to 1 2. Thus and thus have I done to you, 
jet have yee not returned to mee y faith the Lord ; and therefore 
now I will bring fome greater judgement oil you , unlefs by 
repentance you prepare to meet your Qbd, and fo prevent his 
wrath, 

x*8 Opfretfion and cruelty. They a&ed their oppreflioro ttp- 
os the poor in a violent, virulent manner, which brought de- 
ftru&ion upon, them , Amos 3 .9*1 0,1 i, 11. and 4.2. They 
ufed f atfc wetgjits , and loved to opprefs, they were all for 
getting thotigh it were by force and forgery, Hef.i i.j* 

And doth not this fin reign amongft us? Was there ever 
more wracking of Tenants , grinding the faces of the poor 
fqueezingj them, and eating them peece-meal ? Was there 
ever .more cQuzenin*, cheating>over-reaching,over-reckoning, . 
arid nnrighteou^ dealing in the Land, and that by fome who 
pretend «>an extraordinary meafure of Religion ? I beleeve 
the like hath tibt been knowta in the memory of man.* Our 
fore-fath6rs hadlsfs^light and knowledge , but there was far 
more plainnefs'andfingle-heartednefs in fhofe daye$, than* is 
in ours. 
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I have but little dealing in the world ( had I lefs I fliould 
bee well contented) yet I muft profefs, that I canfearce tell 
where ro finde a plain , fimple , fingle-hearted Nahanael; 
let fuch know that God abominate? them , Deut.i 5.1 3,1 4. 
and will bee avenged on them, 1 Thejf.^.6* The whole land 
Fares the worfe for fuch. This was one of thofe fins amongft 
the reft, that brought judgements on ^emfa'em.^ and wftl cer- 
tainly bring judgements on London , and the reft of our 
Cities where fuch enormities abound, JExd^.ift.i 1**5^3 1 . 
19 Arhetfm. They fovgat God dayes without number j 
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plains , that they knew him not y nor confidewd that hee re- / 
membrcd all their doings, J#/.**^8. i3. and ^4, and 

Atheifm at this day is the crying fin of England , wee are j 
not in fo much danger of faftfm^ now* as oi Atheifm \ how ! 
hath this GJ^provoktiig y Land-ruinirig fin overspread the;' 
whole tflandrwee have all fortsof Atheifm amongft us, 

CMental, 

-<Vocat, 

'•Vital. 

Wee have cbfi Areifts , zndgrafs Athdfts; wee have A- 
theifts contemplacive> and Atheifts pra&icat ; fome are clofer 
Atheifts, they do not direftiy and plainly caft God out 
of the world ; yet rhefe fools (who are the worlds wife men) 
fay in their hearts, There u no Ged, Pfal.14.1. This kinde of 
Atheifm is not fo eafily difcovered , nor reproved , and fo it 
wants that help which grofs Atheifm meets withalL 

2 Many that cbnfefs God in their yet deny him in 

their mrly , and by confeqoetice deny his All-feeing eye and 
Being, as if God took no notice of things below; thefeare 
fraSical jitheifisi Titus 1. 16. Eliphaz, fets die brand of vvic- 
kednefe upon the fore-head of this fin, 7^04.5,13,14- and 
God threatens tofearch, as with Candles, for fuch Atheiftical 
onesyi.r. Hee will feafch narrowly, and fiftttoemthorowly, as 
the woman chat lighted a candle to fearch for her left groat, 
Ztfh.i.tt. yet Acheifm is frequently afiied in the world Jn 
one degree or other, Pfal. 10.4. The mckji inthefrUeof his 
heart *Ul*of feekjftcr i. e. hee thihks hee hath no need 
of him, bur hath enough in himfelf r and therefore hee will not 

to <God: G*d is n*t wall bis thoughts y i.e. hee is in 'none of 
his thoughts, no not in one of his draughts or waves. It is an 
Hebraifm- The Devil would fain m&e men not beleeve that 
which h : mfelf cannot but beleeve, '-'viz* that there is a God. 
This is one of the higheft degre^of wtAednefs in the world. 
To deny God is fo high a fin, that it takes aw&y all at once, 
the Devil needs not come a fecond time. This is to fin againft 
the greateft light , it is notonely a . fin againftthe light of 
Chnftianity, but agatnfi the light of nature , againft the wsl- 
nefs of th6 creature , and the whole Cteauoru Sw<?<\ fc\ 
gunRchc Providence o£ God andaeainftdft cotbmwv<^- 
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lent of all Nations. T*lfy could fay, There wo* never d»y Nd- 
rion fo bar If or em ^ otto deny that there Wd* * God. J hdvefeen a\ 
City without walls, km never dny C ity km acknowledged * God. 
1 have heard of fame chat have denied chat there was a God, 
yet never knew the man, but when hee was fick, bee would 
feek unto Crodfor help;. Therefore (faith Stneca ) They do 
but lye^ that fey, there is ho God \ they &n againft the light 
of their own confidences; they who moft ftudiouily go about to 
deny God, yet cannot do it, but fome check of confidence 
will flyc in their faces; hence .Heathens have condemned 
fame to death j that, denied there was a God. This is a Mother- 
fin* andtdic roocbf all abomination^ yea, In every fin there 
is a virtualVfttcky as it were, 

in their hearts, that God doth not fee, PJfal. 14. 1, a, 3. 
& 7}. 11, 12*. & P4. 5. top. This fin ruined fermfdlem* 
Eaekj, 9. 9. and if it fpreacj in England, z$ it hath done of late 
years, it williterftainly mine us alfo. 

Mfte ^U arrytteroo^irfthis Proli&cal fin about us, and 
in^very ImtbfcrtUs agrairiar leaft of Athcifm; when wee 
are charged with it, wee are apt to fay, as Hd*del, Am Id 
Dogg } hee would not beleeve that there was fo much wicked- 
nefs in him,: Thou (halt bee a King ( faith the Prophet ) and 
then thy corruptions VYillfooa appear, when thou haft power 
aad opportunity to aft them : So fay ty thou- art, a Sqii of 
Adam j lapfed and fallen in him, thou haft the feed of this fin, 
vyichin.thee^.and when a temptation comes, it will quickly 
difcover it felf to the world, ... : , f 

2 Take heed q( Poljthei{nt y which is the ready way to A- 
theifyt; the having of maqy gods, is, the ready way to have no 
God. An Oiw/r^ReUgion>- is the;«z&4y way t;o no .Religion. 
The world abounds with falfe gods* • 

1 Whatfoever wee have morethan God, thai; is our God, 
Amor tnw > Deue tniu+ 

1 Wfotfcever wee confide in more than God, that is our 
God> J*k 331,24. 

. 3 Whatever vVe? glory and rejoyce in more than God, ]er* 
9. 23. Phil. 3. Ip. 

4 Whatever wee afcribe efficiency to, flak* 1. 1<5. God 
r mll have all powet afovted to. liunfeif y Deuteronomy 8. 
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5 Whatever wee obey agaiiiftthe mind %i God, bee it 
frierid or foe, men or Etevils, that wee fnake our God. 

[ Againft Atheifm , See Cdpel on Tentat. p: 2. ch. 2. p. 1 53. 
Edit. ult. Mr. Henry Smith, his Arrow againft Atheifts, a- 
mongft his Ser. 2. p. p. i,to'j>& Mr, 7 rapp, at the end of 
his Comment, on the Epiftles, p. 1 103.. RoUnfons Eflaies, 
Obf. u.DXl'rkj Ser # on PfaL 14. r.p. 319. fVeemfe 4th. 
Vol. p. 1. Cherish his Mifcel. p. 1 $4. Tafffu on Ainend- 
ment.p.4,toi 5. J$. Andreas Catechifrne, p . 2 5 . 
f^vr Holy State, p. yx. Clerkj Mirrour, shap. 9. 

20 Thdrfinwas/*#, and they ripe for ruin*. God had 
born with their provocations about two* hundred and fixty 
years, even till they had filled up the meafure of their fins, 
and then hce brought deftru&ion qh them. . ' 

r 1 In refpe<ft of Multitude v " 
\ 2 Magnitude. 
)j Strength. 
"U Growth. 
/? Inapudency. 
L6 Obftinacy. 
1 There was a fulncfs of Number and Multitude. 1 All forts 
of fin abounded, both in Do&rine and Manners. 5 there was 



Now Ephraims fin 
was full 



Idolatry, Adultery^ Murder, Witchcraft, Lying, Scal- 
ing, Oppreflion, 2 King* 17. p y io, <i. H*f. 4. 1, 2, & 7. 
7. Amos 2. 6. 2 All fores of Sinners abounded, high and 
low, Prinees , Priefts, and People, all were Idolaters, and 
delighted in falfewor(hip,J^. 5.1. Atrcahj. 3,4, 

This univerfality of finning is ever a fore-runner of judge- 
ment; when All the old world had corrupted themfelves, then 
came the flood; when AH Sodom was wicked, and All Jeru- 
falem rebelled, when the mean man bowed to Idols, and 
the great man humkled himfelf, then God will not forgive , 
If*, j. 5, 6. & 2. 9. Jer. $. 1, 4, '5,6, 7. Sc-*J. 18, 19. 

2 There is a fulnefs of Magnitude, which is a fore-runner 
of deftruftion; When the fins in themfelves are great* as Ido- 
latry, Witchcraft, Hypocrifie, Apoftacy, ice. and thefe fins 
ars heightened by circumftances, being cotHKAttt& ^ivcSC\ 
great ligbr, love/ Patience r &c # atvd xVm \n*s ^- 
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fkra'ms y I wi(h it Were not alfo Englattis cafe.. 

3 A fulnefs of Strength^ when men do wickedly with both 
hands, i.*.Earneftly and actively, Micah 7. 3. When men 
draw iniquity with the cords of Vanity, and ftudy how they 
may domifchief with all their might , I fa, x8. 
22. 6. 

4 A fulnefs o(Growth y when men fin more and more, as 
Efbraim did , Hof. J 3* and grow worfe and worfe, 2 Tim. 
3. 13. perfevering in their fin, without end or mpafure, this 
alfo prognosticates mine to a Nation. The Lord did not pre- 
fently deftroy the Amo, itcs, but fuflered their fin to come to 
its fulnefs, that hee might pour upon them the fulnefs of his 
fury, G**. 15.16. The fins if the Amorites is not petftttL Though 
they were notorioufly wicked, yet hee bears with thorn till 
their fins were ripe for mine. Awomanmuft eoher forty 
weeks, till thechilde beecometoperfe&ion, andchen comes 
her travel fuddenly and furely.* So fin hath its conception, 
rife, reign , and mine, Pfal. 7. 1 4. James 1.1$. 

$ A fulnefs of Impudexcj. when men declare their fins, like 
Sodom, and openly profefs their wickednefs with Whores 
fore-heads that cannot blufli , I fa. 3. 9. Jeu 3. 3. & 6. 1 %. 
Zeph.$. 5. . 

rime gets in the Pulpit, and pulls out a pocker* and falls to working in the Church. Others 
in Lriu/o* w&k openly upon the Lords day. See Solomon, (per Amipkrafii) Eccles. a 
Quaker his blalphemous Narrative of this bu fine &. 



6 A fulnefi of Obfiinacy , when nothing can reclaim a 
People, but they are refolvedly wicked, as Ephralm here, who 
was married to and would not return, being deeply 
rooted ihiniquity, /ft/. 4. 17. & 5. 14. & 9. 9. They fold 
themf-lves to do wickedly, 2 King* 17. 17. they would not 
bee warned by the falls of others, whom God hid puniflied be- 
fore them for the fame fin ?, 2 King, 17. 8, 13, 14, 1?. but 
reje&eJ the cotmfel of his Prophets, till the wrath of the Lo~d 
broke forth » and there was no remedy, as you may Tee , 
2 King. 1 7. 7, to 24 where you have Ephraims fins, and £- 
plrr aims puniihmeiv fltlly fet forth. 

1 N'^vv what could the Lo:d do lefs than root up fuch a people 
fo ob.'ftnate under retook, ^ \xxv^$&\& test m^xc^ 
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incorrigible under judgements , fo uncapable of repentance, 
fo impaaent ef remedies, fo impenitent under all the means 
of grace which God had afforded them? 

Let us now reflect upon our felves, and fee whether Ephra- 
ims fin?, bee not England.* fins, if fo, parley of fin? will bring 
parity of judgements ; if our fins run parallel wirh thofe of 
Ephraim wee may juftly expeil Ephraims downfall. 

Ic is faid of Lorjh&t his righteousfoul was vexed with the fin- 
of Sodome y a Pec. 2. 7, 8. the word is in the Oiiguial,his foul \\v 
wracked and tormented^ when hee faw rhe abominations of the 
Sodomites. Thefe twenty fins which abound in England , and 
abode fome judgement approaching , ihould even wrack and 
torment our fouls with grief, that fo wee may bee marked for 
mercy when judgement comes, E^ekj p^Hai. 3.16. 

The counfel which the Lord gave to Ephraim , iThall I give 
to England, Hof. 14 1,2,3. Return y O btcksfltding England, 
from thy^ Atfaifm , Apoftafie y Herefie y Blufphemj y Hypocrifie, 
Formality, Ingratitude y witchcraft y Security , Anarchy, &c. 



~aud take with 10a words of jincere confeffiauy and turn unfeigned!} 
to the Lord) fo will hee receive you gracioufly , and accept both of 
your per font and performances. 

[If any. would fee more Land-deftroying fins , lethimperufe 
D. Cor» m Burges on J er.q. 1 4p. 38,39. preached 1 64 1 . %er- 
ibVr 3. Vol.p,42o.D. Gouge his Arrows, on Numb. 16. 46. 
Se6M<$.p.79*and 1 39. MxjOafe his Sermon o\\ Exod. 5.22. 
p.11,12. preached 1646. D. Peter Sm'tks Faft Sermon on 
Pfal.107 6^.30,31. preached 1644] 

Laftly, their Eulerswere corrupt) their Kings, Princes, Jud- 
ges Were Idolaters , Revolters, Violators of the Law, Bri- 
be-s,&c. ■Hofa.Tijig.&nA 5% 10. and 9-15. ani the people 
were corrupted by them, for where the head is rotten, the 
members cannot nee found. Of all the twenty Kings of if 
rael (after the divifion of the State J there was not one good 
fromfirft to laft, they were all Idolater, which ferve* to 
clear and vindicate the Juftice of God in the utter overthrow 
of thofe Kings, and their Kingdome , who Had for the fpace 
of two hundred thirty feven , . or two hundred ml few.^ 
(fay fome) abided the goodnefs and patience ok iVfcVcrA^ 



torqncor^eq.uw 
Icq impoH!. 
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(rice there is none that I kttow of that hath diftin<£tly dc- j 
lcribed thefe twenty Kings of Jfrael in any fet Treatife , I 
inall briefly defcribe the men, and their manners, and give 
fome ufeful and feafonable Obfervations from them. 

*4*fr44«H*$ l ♦♦'^•♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦■♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^ «fc 

A brief Hifterj of the twenty Kings rf 
ISRAEL. 



A Fter the death of Sohmon , the twelve Tribes were divi- 
"ded into two Kingdomes, under Rehdoam and Jero- 
boam. Rehoboam Solomons fon reigned over two Tribes, viz,. 
] *dah and Benjamin > and this was called the Kingdome of 
7*^*A,becaufe theTribe o(J*dahYns the principal part of it. 
iA forte praftantiori fit denominatio.) This Kingdome conti- 
nued in Rehoboam y and his fucceff ours, the polterity of Da- 
vid y three hundred feventy two years , even rill. the time of 
the Babylonifh Captivity , "which was about fix hundred years 
before Chrift. In which fpace nineteen Kings of. the fame 
ftock fucceeded each other. All their A&s and wayes are fuc- 
Mr woodwards \ cin &*y , but fully publifhed by a very good hand. I fhall 
Chrtmick of therefore give you onely their names , and die Texts , with 
Stars on the good Kings/and Daggers on the Hypocrites, the 
reft were wicked. Samuel was the laft Judge of lfraei\ and 
Saul the firft King. Note that Saul, David, Solomon reigned 
before the Kingdome was divided between Jndah and Ifrael. 



the Kings of 
Judtb, in two 
Tratfs. 



i 5**/ hee reigned ten years, i Sam.i j.i.&c. and flew 
himfelf, i &W.31.4. 

a * David reigned forty years, 2 Samx.^.&d 

3 * Solomon reigned forty years, 1 Xi»(r. 11.41. 

4 Rehoboam reigned feventeen years, 1 King. 14.21. 

5 * Abijah reigned two years 1 King.l$. 

6 * A fa reigned one and forty years, 1 JT/V£»r?.jMo- 

7 * Jchofaphat reigned five and twenty years, 1 Kixg.iz. 

8 Jehoram re-gned eight years, 2 King.%. 1 7. 
Athaliah, Ahdbs daughter, and Jehorams widow , ufur- 

/ p6d r/?eiCingdome for fix ^eats, ^ Kin j.vl a ^ v ; " 

9 \ \*j!Jn\ 



Kings of Ifrael, 



/ 



9 1 ft*Jh reigned forty years, and was (Iain, n. 

10 f Am*zi*h reigns nine and twenty years, and is fiain 
2 Kivg. 1 4.* 2. ^ ^ " 5 

11 Uz,^iah , Az,*rlqhwiLS (lain, 2 King. iy # 1, 2 
1 3. a cArw/. 26. 3. -bee reigned two and fifty yfcars. ' 

12 ■* Jotham reigned fifteen years , ^3 JCiVr^i iy # 33. 
2 CArw. 27. 

1 3 reigned fixteen years, 2 Jttyt 16. *. 

14 * Hcz*ki*h reigned nine and twenty years, 2 King. 

l8. 2. ■ . • • 

15 * Manaffch reigned five and fifty year*, * King, it. u 

1 6 reigfts two years, and is rfaitv 2 Ktng. aiv \ 9 , 

17 * Jefiah reigns two and thirty years, and in flam , 
iKixgs 22* 1. 

1 8 Jeheahaz, reigned three months, % King. 25 . 3 1 # 

1 9 Jehojakjm reigned eleven years, i King. 24. *« 

20 Jehojachin three months* x 94. 1. 

2 1 Zedekjah reigned eleven yeats^ % King. 2 %. 1 . 

The other ten Tribes over which. Jmhoam reigned, was 
called Tfo KtngJUme *f Ifrael , whi^h continued about two 
hundred thirty and 4even years, rill they* were carried 4nto 
captivity by the Affpian y about the fixth year of Hez*k$nh , 
when Hefhea the laft king otlfrtcl was carried away captive* 
So that the Kingdome of Ifrael ended one hundred tnirty and 
three years before that of Jndah. , 

In tnis time there» were twenty Kings "of Ifrnel; of tetf fe- 
veral ftocks, whereof one deftroyed another, Jer&tms.foxk 
was cut off by B**frd y and Baajha's by Zimri f andT/iWs 
by Omri , and Ontti's by Jehu , and Jehu's by SkaBum, and 
Shdhtm's by Mehahem y and Menahem's by ft^4&, and P*- 
kah'sby H<>(hta^ kndl'Hijke* with his wete captives to W- 
manefer Kingof Affti*; Jht moftof thde Kings wefe druel 
Tyrants aftcTPferfecutors, which bred fad conunotions, and 
rranfporced the Kingdome from one famiby to another-. Where- 
*s in fudah, where purity of worfhip was preferved, and the 
godly Kings joyned with the Prophets, there were^nmete^ 
Kings of the fa toe ftock orderly fucceedino c ^cV\ <*\\fc* 
it is to walk in Gods vvaies, and to take vtvVvvs 



its. 
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A CATALOGUE rf the KINGS ef 
ISRAEL. 

i Jertfam reigned two aftd twenty years. 
% JNfc^ his &n fucceeds him, bee reigned tiro years, and 
is (tain. 

$ Bdaflfd o£ ZBodm flock fiweeedf him, and reigns four 
andtweatv years. 

4 £&£ jus Son fucceeds him* and bee reigns two years, and 
isflainby 2frWi# 

5 , 2km oi another flock reigna feven daies, and burnt Km- 
feif; 

<? TSfw of another ftock reigns about four years? and dies 
;(asitis^on(^vedUvioletitdeath. 
; 7 Owiofai^iWftockFCtgn^ttvdveycar*. 

8 Ahtttiis Sata^icceeds him* who reigned two and twen- 
(ty years, apd-is flaiftby the Syrim*. 

9 AhMiab his Son fucceeds him", and reigned two 
yeass. 

I . to j^^^W^Bffoc^ andafeooodaoftof^k^, 
jfocceed* him » iice*. feigned twelve years* and is fiain by 

f n jW*of another flock feigned eigjit and twenty years. 
: 12 Jtb^km his Son fticceeds Urn, and. mtgttt feventeea 
!years. 

* *3 7**HMr^^l« Sc^ and reigns fix- ! 

peea years* * 

14 Jh-fram ( thefecond) his Son fucceeds him > and 
feigns one a*d forty yearst 

j ty. 2*4<^hifcStt» (thelaft of J4k* race > fucceeds 
Iifio, heefe^^/ixmomte, und^^nby ^M^. 
■ t6 ShdkmoS ar#cher ftock reigns one tnontlu 
[ 17 M**Ak*f*<& another ftock having flain ShtUm*, reign? 
1 years. 

1 8 PikjfUUk his Son fucceeds turn, hee reigns two years, 
and is killed by ?^4*. 
iy TV^rfi ^ another flock regins twenty years, and is (lain 



' 20 Jtojhi* iheiaft Kmg of ffrtc I reigns nine years, and 
is earned into captiyity with bis peopJe by Salmntefer Kin* 
of Afyria. 

i Jtrfboam their fir ft King came in by Rebeltiop. J/Jw/ 
rcbdkd agamfrrheiKMife .of David > and ch^fe Jtrok**m for 
their Kit$, i jK**£. xa. *?• hence the Lord complains, that j 
thty fat up Kings , vue. fmboam^ and his fiicceffors, but not by 1 
; AW,Hof* tJ. 4. they did it without askiqg his advice, or Say- 
ing d&ar his^ommandjforthough hee had decreed to rent the 
tea Tribes tom&»lomw*&ob y vet became Aey did it not in 
*m orderly way, 'but t^wfououfly, Aertf caretoee calls it rebel- ; 
lion, and faith, that keetf** A *#, ws» fo as co approve of it; 
. aadthoughG^had^oreM^^ 
yjetbecaufehee came to^bc Crown witfh a proid, afpiring, 
rebellious cKfpofition, hee is called ■* MeU i aChron. 15,6,7. 
Tkis Jerabodm^thz Son of iVt&tf ( fo called, co diftinguifh him 
from Jeroboam chefecond,theSon of^^r/*, a King. 14. a 3.) 
was Srimmns fervanc, a reliant, a&ive> fubtil man, and fo 
more fit 1:0 bee the head of a faction. Solomon hearing that 
cbe greaieft aapc of hi* Kingdome was given to Jeroboam, hee 
vvas affended with him, and fought to kill him. Kings can- 
not, endure corrivak. Ufxaithis Jeroboam Aed into EgfJ*<, 
where (psobably) hee learnt the Idoiaay ^ the Calves, for 
the Egyptians were great Idolaters, 1 JKT/mj, ti# a8, 40. No 
fooner is hee in the "Arctic, but bee fees up a new Religion in 
his new Xingdome; Hee begins . iH, tte veiy firft (fejp bee takes 
is out of the way; h*.feKup two goldea Calves, and <lraws 
all / [ml to worfhip them. 'This crafty Acbitopktl forcftw , 
chat if the people mould go upco JermfaUmyto worfhip there, 
the glory of the Temple might allure them, and -die true 
PrieRs of the Lord would bee drawing tbemto adhere to their 
lawful Prince of the houfe of David, 1 King. ia**?. hee 
therefore ufeth atl means to keep -them from -having any 
thoughts of Jorufalem ( though this fear was vain and need- 
lefs, for hee had Gods promife, that if ta$e would cleave to 
him, and Worfhip him onely, that then hee would preferve 1 
thejcingdpiftecohim and hisipofterky, * King. «a. : j8.) To 
this^ndhee invents a more fcalie *nd ^aafibte ^ 
'(hip, jntt^/f^rA^^ ^t&^t^sM^ 
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E Lenginqne fofmt , fUtnt he- 
mines qui pit videri vvlunt, 
dijpta p.ecnlfana, aut religie- 
nis gratia, ant uvitatis /W?> 
frequenter invifere. Sanftius. 



Nature could fay> Eemnes vs- 
les non confHtuantnr Saeer dotes 
propter henerem 'qui relighni & 
MdjeHatt divide debetur. A rift. 
Polk. 1. 7. c. 9* 

Decebat vilifflmos bomlfUs , hi 
vilifflmes haberent Sacerdetes. 
A Lapide. v • 
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co go thrice a year up toJer*f*lem; they ftiould have god* 
of theirown at home > Two golden Calves, to reprefent 
God to their eyes. Thefe bee fets up, one 
in Dan , a City in the North, and the other 
in Bethel^ a City in the South. Hee fets not up 
Horfes, or Rams, but Calves, as the /frae/itcs 
in Egypt had done before him ( though to their 
coft^ Exed. 31. 4, &e.) The Idol Apis is 
worshipped by the Egyptian in the fhape of an Oxe, 6c Calf, 
and it ihould^eem jfwfoww here imitates them, and the ra- 
ther peradyenture (out of a politick device ) to ingratiate 
himfelf v\&h Shift* the King ot Egypt y that tee might the 
fooner hejp him againft Rehoieake\ and as if this were not fuf- 
jGcient, in|tead of Gods Temple at Jerufalem y bee fet up 
houfes of pt^tended devotion, wherein bee appointed God to 
bee worftupp&i in his own Idolatrous fafbion. Hee alfo or- 
denied new Priefts, men that were of bafe con- 
dition! and not of the Tribe of Levi ( for the 
Levitts had left him and his. Calves, and 
went to Jer*f*lem> tChren* li« ij, 14.) men 
of his own party, and fuch as joyned with him 
in carrying on his ftate-defign. Like Lettice , 
like lips; fit Chaplains for fucb Calves, or 
rather Devils , as they are called, 2 Cbrom. 
11. 15. 

Bnt what faith the L(>rd te all this I 
j**fv>. why tbis became ^T&.tothe bcxife^of J^«fcw», e- 
ven to deftrpy it from the Earth, 1 1 3. nit. It #as a fin, 
a fin with a vvitne&,a notorious, hainous, complicated fin, that 
had many other fins iq the belly of it ; it was a fin committed 
?gainft great Light (for hee had the Prophets, Ahijah, Semaja 
and I Me t$.inftru& him) and againft great Leve, for the Lord 
had rMfed him from a fervant to be Kmg,and that over his own 
people Jfraely and had inftru&ed him what hee ftiould do, 
and how hee ftiould walk, that hee mijjfat profper, yet hee 
moft ungratefully forfakes the God of his mercies, to follow 
Calves,and Devils, contrary to the exprefs command of God, 
that they ftiould $ot make any graven Imagft to worftiip it. 
It was alfo againft the Judgement of God on their. Progeni- 
tors, whom they knew GodViad cvfcc&tatm^^Cu& an I- 
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dol as the golden Calf. Befides, hee changed the time, the 
place, the manner of Gods worfliip, i King. 1 2. 3 1, 33. and 
to incourag^ie people the more in thefe exorbitant waie% 
hee himfelf ufurps the Priefis Office, and offers upon the Al- . 
tar, which none out fuch as God had fet apart for that work 
might do. Yet more, this (in was a fcandal ani ruinetoall 
Ifrael, it drew them from God, and made the Lord to di- 
vorce them, Hof. *. %. Yea fome of ]*d*h alfo were infeft- 
ed with this Idolatry, 2 King. 17. 19. and therefore Jeroboam 
is fo often famed with that infamous Title, and branded to po- 
fterity, with a This is Jeroboam, the Son of Nebat, that 
made Ifrael to fin. This is hee, that by his Example, Precepts , 
and Power, x drew the people from God. ^Hee was the firft Au- 
thor o£ this Idolatry, others were but Accel&ries. This was 
that indelible fin which could never bee removed from him , 
nor hishoufe, nor from J finely rill it brought them alt into 
captivity. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

x Idolatry rents * Kingdome infeeces. 

Solomon fell to Idolatry, and now ten Tribes fall from his 
immediate Succeifor Rehoboam, his Son, to Jeroboam his Ser- 
vant. . 

2 Go d is mo ft true In his 7hreatni*gs. 
Hee threatned to rend ten Tribes from Solomon , for his 

Idolatry, and here hee performs ityi King* ix. 31,33^ 
35- 

3 A mutinous body cannot tong meant a head. 
If //r^/caftoff their true Soveraign, they will chufe a 

falfe one rather than fail. If they forfake Rehoboam the true 
heir, they will have a Jeroboam , though hee ruine them. Ty 1 
ranny is better than Anarchy, anch a bad Ruler better than 
none at all. 

4 Carnal men are very indyftrioMi to get and keep the King- 
domes of this world. 

How doth Jeroboam beftir himfelf here ? Hee. . -builds him- 
felf a Pal ace in Scchcm, and plants a garrifotiin Pennel^tQ 
invents a fiefh-pleafing worftiip, falfe Priefts> falfe Tta.ta v 
all to eftablifli himfelf ( as- .hee thought.) 
Throne. Q, 3 ^jfejg. 
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Now, lhall carnal men bee fo induffrioasfor earthly King- 
domes, and ilxall wee take no pains for a heavenly one ? 
lhall they labour thus for things that perifty anfLthus eagerly 
purfue what they cannot keep? and ihail not Wzt labour for 
heavenly and enduring riches? lhall the Kingdocics of the 
Earth fuffer violence, and do the violent take them<by facce? 
and lhall not the Kingdome of Heaven fuffer uroience, tnd 
wee bee more zealous for it ? 

j Tfc VifHe Church in this wntji is fshjeS to maty 
changes. 

One while it flouriftieth, and anon kis clouded ; one while 
it is famous, and anon it is infamous; now it is united under t 
Sslomou, anon it is divided under a M&ohsm. Vat Jbven 
Churches of ^f/f^ wWe fame founded thorow the world, 
are at this day a defolation. The XnvifiMe Cfaurd), cfae Etea 
of God, (ball never pertfh* thev lhall aewer fall totally and 
finally, becaufe their feed abides in them : But a Vifibie 
Church may fail away utterly, and come to nothing. Sbee that 
was vifibly the SpouCe of Chrift , may become a harlot , as 
Rome hath done, 

6 Great mcn> if they bee net gni men, 4$ atmndance ef 
hurt* 

If firdeam the Kir\g bee an Idolater, hee jnxU infcSt all 
his Succeffors, his Idolatry, like an incurable Leprofle, cleared 
to all the nineteen Kings of Jfrael y and rhey drew all the 
people with them. Magnates fust magnetes*, Great mens 
anions are all examples, and their examples Laws ; what men 
fee, finks deeper into them, than what they hear. Segnitu ir- 
ritant animosy &c* 
One (inner (eQ>eeiaUy if in authority ) deftroies much 
gpod. It is the Rulers of a people that oft- 
times make them toerre, Ifa. ta. The more 
potent the Utaner, the more miCchief hee dothf 
they have greater power, and more able inftru- 
ments at hand to promote their fihful defigns. 
Hence Jerofaam is never mentioned, but with a 
train after him. If a Ruler hearken to lyes , all his fervants 
will bee wicked, they willdo as the .Mafter doth, and think 
they do well, Pmt* 29. .in* 

7 .The Vulgar <tre very HnjUfele. . 



Jg4|fcna <%ep. *rhuipes, ta- 
les teliauos faltre (fe Cives 9 
dixit Cicero. 

V. My Comment oa Pfal. 
8a. 1. 
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No (boner ixzlcrtboamt Calves up, but I frail is down 
upon their knees ; Their worfhip follows immediately upon 
their ereftion, , H6w fuddcnly do men follow the Religion of 
their Rulers, bee it what it will! Like bcafts they follow 
their Leader not confiderfeg which way rhey ought to go, but 
looking which way their Rulers go, 

8 Ring-Usdersinfm are nkomlnabh to God. 
The ^^i^ > chat fd low mfimplicicy, are to bee pittied ; 

but the Sedftarif thstwttftiUy mtf-fead other*, fhould bee fe- 
verely punttht. How oft is JorofrMm branded wich this ig- 
nominious Title to pofterity, for drawing //r^/intolui, with a 
This is that Jerokoamjtbe Son of Ndbar , vsho made Ifrml fin. 
The memorial of fnch wicked ones (Hall rot, and bee a* toath- 
fome as dung upon the earth, i 14^ to. 

9 ILvit cvmfmj is wry infoRious, 
Ifraelfojcrun^inEnpt, and made one Calf \ Joroham 

fojourned in %gjf*> andneefets up two* jthax. going to Da- 
m*fcm, to the King of dffjria y th$ better to ingratiate 
bimfelf with him, hee brings from thence a new-fafhioned At- 
tar, * King. 16. 10, ii , tu When people are mingled a- 
mongft the Heathen, then they learn their works, Pf*t. 
io6* 36. 

10 Snj^JiiYmh dfotfijh thing > Jer^ioit, 14* 
Ic puts out the eye of Reafon ; before ic imkes men Idola- 

ters> it unmans men* Af the Syrians were firft blinded, and 
then carried into the widft cA&*m*ri*\ So a*e Idolate/s firft 
bereft of their wits and c6am>% fenfe , and 
then the^faii to worflwp Cnhts , Stocks , Stonos, 
Bon**, Ri/iq*es y Cats, Dogs^Crotodiles, Hd»ks y 
Smn y Moon, Onions , Lft$s. Who more bra- 
tifti than a Calf f none hit bee who afcribes 
reafon, help and divinity tofuch unreafonable 
things. Many think they worfhip God under 
fuch forms, but hee exprefly tells them, they 
worfliip Devils, tChron. II. 15. So Dent. 32. ij, PfaL 
106. 37. 1 Cor. 10. 20. 
fx Sttferfiition is tavtfh. 

Jeroboam {zxs not up Iron, or Brazen, but Golden Calves \ 
nor doth hee onely gild them «ver, but the^j fnu&tac ?ca&& cR\ 
mafie,mokcn Gold, caft into the falhiou c& C*\n^ 



V» my Com- 
menc on 2 
Tim. 4. to. 
Obf. 6. p> &6. 



Sec more in my 
Comment on 
1 Tim 3. 
p. 140. 



S*n&as gims q dbtu hac 
mfiuntur r* bonis Ju- 
ten: Sat. jf. I*. Mr. Clerks 
Mirrour, chap. ia8. Edit. 

Hit. 

No wonder if fuch bee brutifii , 
who have made a Calf their 
God. 
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ba&ft metal is too good for fuch gods, but the bcft of metals m 
mull make them, Exod. 3*. 3. Jer. K>;4, p;Dan*3. 1. Hofea 
8.4. H*b.i. 1 9. Idolaters fpare no coft about their Idols, 
They lapijh gold out of the bag, and waftfully fpend their trea- 
fure upon tnefe' worthlefs vanities, Ifa, 46. 6. Exod^^z. 3* 
Em^. 16. 33. Hof. 8. 4. Theynegleft , yea carve and cut 
their bodies to ferve their Idols, Col. 1.23. 1 King. 18. 28. 
and fpend whole daies in their fervice, verf. ap . and which is 
more, tbey will offer their very children in facrifice to them, 
Pfal. 106. 37. Ez*k* *7« 

1 2 Will-vtorfyif is no werfhip in Cods efieem. 
Jeroboam herefets up a Temple, an Altar, Ceremonies, and 
Prieflsof his own devihng, but God reje&s them all, and tells 
them, that for all their Temple, they had forgotten him, and 
provok'dhim to wrath with their abominations, Hof. 8. 14. 
God cannot indurc that men ftiould fet their Altars by his Al- 
tars, and their thre&olds by his threftiolds, Ezjtk^ 43.8. Ido- 
laters think they do God good fervice, when all their fervice 
incenfeth him, E*tkj 6. 9. If** 7* 1 1 » to 16. 
13 No mercies can workmen wicked men. 
Let favour be (hewed to them, yet they will not learn righ- 
teoufncfs,/^2d.20.God raifeth Jeroboam from a fcrvant to be 
King of IJraolj fends the Prophet Abijahto tell him how hee 
flaoutd walk and profper,i XMg.14.7. but he ungratefully for- 
fakes the God of his mercies,and falls down to golden Calves, 
and worfhips them : One would thipk the more men had, the 
better they fbould bee , and the more wages they had , the 
more work they lliould do , but fuch is the corruption of our 
natures, that ufually the more wee have , the worfe wee bee; 
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the higher in honour , the further from God. When Gods 
people are once become Lords, then xhey refufe to come near 
him, 7*7.2.31. Like Ef*ps Hen> the better fhee was fed, the 
worfe fhee laid. Fulnefs breeds fcrgetfulnefs; when Ephraim 
was fed in a fat pafture , hee grows p:oud , and forgets God, 
Hof.13.6. t \ . . 

1 4 Wickfd men are obfiinate and incorrigible. 

Nojudgemen: works on Jeroboa^ let his hand wither, the 
Altar fend, his Armies bee routed, his plots defeated., the lofs 
of his Kingdonac , and utter deftru&ion of him and his be 
foreto'd, yet hee is ]eroboam fi\W ^ ^t^^^Cv^V^ wted- 
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nefs after all. this > i X/Va^.i 3. 3,4? 5^3. Befides, hee couldi 
not bee ignorant how ieverely Cjod p^n'uhed-the I fr at Hits 
for the very. fame fin of worshipping the golden Calf. But 
wilful. Tinners are judgement-proQf , no plagues upon rhem- 
fely^s, or others, can work upon them, it is this rhat aggra- 
vated J*r0^/»j fin, and made it out of meafure finful, that 
hee did not through infirmity , but wilfully hee fets up Ido- 
latry , and therefore hee is faid to devife a worjWp of his own 
head, the better to deftroy the worihip of God, and draw men 
from his Teitfpfe at ]er*falem , \-Kirg-\ 2.28,3 3- Now the 
more conrrivement there is in fin, the worfe it is , as wee fee 
in David , the killing of Uriah lyes as a blot upon him more 
than all his othar fins , becaufe there was more deliberation 
and contrivement in that, than in any of his other fins, 1 King, 
15.5. 



David in aim 
peccatis non ex 
mali an'iml in- 
ftituto, fed 
fortnito & 
quodam cafv 

vHlnus acceperatincgltgeztia peccata erartt, non malignity is. Theodoret. 

1 5 The tolerating of ffich contemptible men, as arc neither cal- 
led, nor qualified for the work Q.f the Miniftrft to nf*rp the Mi- 
niflry, u a God^provokjng fin* 

Jeroboam makes Priefts of the loweft of the people, and 
this provokes the Lord to root up both him and his pofterity , 
iKing.I 3.3 3,34. _ . 

1 6 Wicked men bring a cstrfe on their poflerity. 

The poor children many times fare the worfe for the . fa- 
thers wickednefs ; notonely is- Jeroboam cut off, but all his 
pofterity pertth ,with him , 1 King* 1 5.29, jo« [Of this fee 
more before on verf. 1 6.0bf. 12.] 

1 7 Carnal policy ^ is meer folly > 

One grain of fincerity, and real honefty , will out- 
weigh many mountains of fhifting fubtilty. It isheeonely 
that walks uprightly, that walks furely. It is ill when Rulers 
are more careful of- the State than of the Church , of civil 
policy, than the tfiatters of God.; When they dare not pro- 
mote Religion for fear of troubling the State. God oft- pu- 
ni(heth fuch felfifhnefs with the lofs of all. Jeroboam for 
politick refpe&s, and felf-ends,fets up Calves,as fuiting better 
with his carnal projects, than the pure wotft\i$T£ GcA % \«x&- N 
by hee thought to get the hearts oi the, ratfj>\& ^ fec^ N 
/ R ^ x*« N 
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the Crown fafteronhis head, and thereby hee loftalh His 
Calves deceived him, and call him off , Hef .8. y . 14. hee need 
not to have ufed fucb indireft courfes, for hee had Gods hand 
for it, that hee fliould bee King, 1X1^.11.31,35,37. But 
heejike a Machiavellian^ trufted more to his own policy, than 
to Gods promife, and hee prof pered accordingly , for hee had 
war all his dayes , 1 frftg.x4.30. And many of the Priefts 
and people forfook him, and went to Jer*f*lem , and joyned 
with J*d*h 9 where they might worfhip God in purity, 2 Cbron. 
11.13,16. When men make Religion ftoop to their politick 



ffid callida 
mt/pecieln- 
tttiiat* du- 
event* tri- 
, Liv. 



w frope 
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ends, and ufe it no further than it may either obtain, retain , 
or augment a Kingdome, fuch felf-feekers, are felf-deftroyers, 
their end is miferable, x King. 14. 9, xo, ii; Carnal plots 
and proje&s may bee kindled with hope , kept up with mife- 
rable fliifts, but their end is doleful, 

18 Idolatry brings war. , 

When men chute New Gods, then war is in thdr gates , 
J*dg. .5. 8. If Jeroboam forfake God, and fet up Idols, hee 
fball have. war cantinually, \ King. 14. 30. So had Baafha 
his Idolatrous Succeffor, I King. 15.31. 

19 It will not excnfe wicked men in the day of wrath, to fay y 
thqir Rulers lead them in wicked path*. 

Such Jeroboams ftiall bee puni(ht , and Ifrael YhalL fuffer 
with them, 1 King. 14. 1 5, 16. Wee may not follow great 
men, nor any men further thf n they follow Chrift, unlefs wee 
mean topertfhwitb them. [ See more in my Comment on 
2 Tim. 3. 9< Obf. l. p. 190, 191.I 

20. When the enemies of the Church are mofi higb^ then God 
cnts them off. 

When Jeroboam is lifted up, trufting in his Idols, and in the 
multitude of his armies, bee lets upon Judah both by force and 
fraud, intending to deftroy him; but in the Mount the Lord 
appears,hee affrights fozlfraeliiesy and makes them fly,fo that 
Indah flew five hundred thoufand of them, and the Lord ftruck 
leroioam thu bee died, not atvordinary death, but hee died 
by a fpecial hand of God, 2 Chrom. 1 3 . f or totmm. Wicked men 
fliall not alwaies efcape, their fin at laft vvUl finde them 
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. t Ier*bo*m % being dead, ,AfaJ*J his Son fucceeds him, both in 
the Throne, and in his fin; and therefore in the fecond year of 
his reign hec was flain, i King. 14* ao, & 1 5. 2 5, to 29. 



Concemring 
Chronologi- 
cal Doubts, I 
ihall refer the 
Reader to 

Mr. Kobtrts Ihs Key of the Bible on the firft and fccoad B«ok of Kings; my woik is 
for Pra&cals. ■ 7 



Obf. I Th*t wicked i***) have wUkfd chil- 

dren. 

Ufually, lite Father, like Son, mains cervsu y malum ovum. 
As they inherit their Fathers Lands, fo many times their vices 
too. God often vilks the fins of the Fathers upon their Chil- 
dren, becaufe they are apt to imitate their fin, and to plead the 
example of their Anceftors, and Fore-fathers, efpccially in I- 
dolatry, Ier. 1 1. 9, io. 

As a good man may have a wicked childe, but the promife 
is for him, that God will bee his God, and the God of his feed: 
So a wicked man may have a good fon (as leroham here hath a 
good Abijth, 1 King. 14. 1 3.) but the curfe is due to him and 
his feed, hee hath no promife of fuch a blefling. 

2 fVieked Rulers reign not long. 

They have many temptations to wickectoefe, and have more \vm patris 
opportunities to vent it, thaninferiour perfons have> and fo exempur p$tlus 
ate fooner ripe for mine, as wee (hall fee in the following q^m divitum 
Kings. legem jntuetur 

(ttlttmrfwt , & quod [ttUml f*tent reges, fofultm ad peccandum induxiu & *lwt aa~ 
dmam y quanta* din vixit. San&ius. 

5 Baufhu having flain Nudut 9 gets into the Throne himfelf, 
and to make fine work, hee firft cuts off all thehoufe of Iero- 
ham (as the Lord had threatned) yett>ecaufe hecii^d no com- 
mand from God to do it, as lehu had, nor was inwardly inci- 
ted by his Spirit to do it, as Ehud was, but traiteroufly for bafe 
felf-endstogetthe Kingdome tobinielf, hee flew him, and^ 
therefore God chargeth him with murder , and faith, hee killed 

hifia,i King. 1 j .7. yet God is faid to raifc B^hafxom the duft x Zxaltare it 

\\ulvtte esttc-^ , 

mm fiyiificat confotimm illlus qui ex pulverc excUari •Kcitux : 1* tyfcom V^*** 
cttHtur miferi) abjefti, fordidiy qui que extreme nam* {atiuntw \nciian*Afc» Swca^ 
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Thefe perm i (Eye 
j videncc 



Ads of Pro- 
_are no warrant nor 
i fecuricy for fuch Ads of In- 
juftice. 



Sec rny Com- 
ment pn z 
Tim, 3.1. p. 1 9 



for though the treachery ancl murder was Baa(ha's } yet the 
power and dilpoiing of the Kingdome was from ^ God. Ifl his 
daies lived the Prophet Iehu y Ha*ani 9 and A**ri*h; yet hee 
hath thz common But and Blot put upon him , That hee alfo 
did evil in the fight of the Lord^and walkt in the way of Jeroboam r 
andmadclfraelfin y 1 King. 15.19* 30, 53, 34; Hee over- 
threw the houfe of Jeroboam y and God over-threw his houfe , 
according to the Prophecy of Iehu, 1 King. 16* 1, 2, 3, 4. 
H*e reigned four and twenty years." 

Obf. 1. God wants not inflruments to punijh wicked men. 
If Jeroboams pofterity mutt bee rooted up, hee hath a Ba^ha 
at hand ready to -do it. Though rhis wicked man had ambitious 
ends of his own, yet hee doch Gods work, 1 King. 22. ao, 
21. and fulfils his will; wicked men oft break 
thp will of Gods Copnmandement, and yet ful- 
fil the will of Gods Decree. They ferve hi-s pur- 
pofe and providence Materially when Formal- 
Ij and Intentionally they feek themfelvet. As /»* 
• fephs Brethren did in felling lofeph; and the Babylonians^ when 
they carried the Jews inr6xaptivity; and the Jews in crucify- 
ing Chrift, Aft, 4.27, 28, Per accidens^ they did Gods will ., 
but per fe y their own. 

• 2. GoA.ofttn warm even -wicked mm befoze hee fmiteshem, 
God fends the Prophet Jehu here to tell Baafhdoi the evil 

that fliall befall him before it comes. 
3 wicked men are ungrateful men* 

Baaflpa here fins againtt God, who had exalted him from 
the duft,and raifed him from a contemptible, concfition^to bee 
; a'Prince over Ifrael; But hee, inftead of worfhipping and ac- 
knowledging the God of his mercies,' worships Calves. - This 
finning againft mercy, is often noted as -a fad aggravation of 
fin* -As in Saul, .1 Sam. 15. 17. In David r 2 Sam. 12. 7, & 
l&kd jdfa r 2 Ghron, 16; 7, 8. 
' 4 ' God is mo ft true in his Threatnings. 

Not one of them (hall fall to the ground unfulfilled. God 
threatned to root up the houfe of Jeroboam, and now it is done; 
Hee threatned to root tip Baajbas poflerity , and it h done , 
1 King. 16 . 3 j 1 1. As all the Promtfes.of God are moft true > 
and fhali in due time bee fulfilled : fo all his Threatnings are 
moll true, and iliall in thd:\Vit^^t\x\^\\^ v 



Kixgsef Ifrael. 
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5 Idolatry brings judgement upenamanspojlerity. 4 1 
No fin fooner than thisj as. appears by the fecond Com- | 

mandement. , Jerobo&m thought to have fetled the Kingdome |. 
on his pofterity, but his Idol any roots up his family, and the 
Kingdome is transferred to another ftock. So true is that, 
I fa. 14. 20. The feed of evil doers {ball never bee renowned. Bil- 
dad fpeaking of the calamities of the wicked, faith, They (hall 
neither have Son nor Nephew amongft the people , Job 1 8» 1 9. 
Their fruit fhall bee deltroyed from the Earth, and their-feed 
from amongft the children of men, Pfal. n l 10. & 37, 28; 
& 109. 13. 

6 Parity in fin brings farity in punijhweat. ' 

Baajha walks in leroboams flfcps, and meets with leroboams 
plagues, hishoufe is ruined , asthehoufe of Ieroboam was. 
Baajha cut off leroboams feed, and Zimri cuts off his, 1 King, 
16, 3,4,9, 

4 Baajha being dead, Elah the wicked Son of a wicked Fa- 
ther fucceeds him. Hee reigns two years current, and is flain 
by his fervant Zimri in the very a£t of drunkennefs* 1 King.. 
16. 9. and that there might none bee left to avenge his death, 
Z/W/flaies all his houfe, friends and kindred, v. 1 1, 12, and 
this hee did prefently r th^t hee might not bee prevented, as in- 
deed he had been,for within few daies himfelf was burnt,-:/.! 3. 



A Conque- 
rour that will 
feturely injoy 
what nee hath 
wonn , muft 
root up the 

former ftock (fay Politicians. ) Hence Herod killed the Infents, to make- all fure. 

• Queft, But why pas Elah thus pmijktt 

Anfw. For the fins of his Father^ 'and for his own fins 
wherewith hee made Ifrael to fin, v 13. 

Obf. \ God fometimes f mites ' wicked men dead in the very 
aft of their (in. 

So hee did Elah here in his drunkenneft ; fo hee did Ammon\ 
2 Sam. 13. 28,29- And Beijba&car > Dan. 5. a, 30.' When v. Mr. Clerks' 
wicked men are moft fecure, then judgement is neareft; when Mirrour. ch. 41 
men leaft dream of death j then it comes and arrefts them , 
Luks 12. w. % • 

It is infinire .patience thatrhe-Xordbearsr with any of' us. ^ 
The Angels, finned but once, and they wet^ ci&vo^ c&Yipw- 
ven. Adam fwnedbutonc^ andwascaft. out. 
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^ wee have multiplied tranfgreflions, "and yet behold wee Jive. 
Admire the riches of Gods patience, and let it lead us to re- 
pentance, elfe that God which flew Elah in the aft of his fin , 
may alfo flay thee; heethat flew Zimri and CoxJn '\r\ the aft 
of undeaannefs, ifchou a£tfuch wickednefs > may flay thee; 
hee that made the Earth to devour Corah, and his followers/or 
' ; their oppofing Mofes and Aaron, will not alwaies bear wkh 

' our revilers of Magiftracy and Miniftery. 

Obf. % when wee rebel againft GoeL> then men rebel againft 
ns. 

\(Elah rife agalnft his Lord and Mafter inHeaven,Z/**r* hi* 
fervant fhall rife againft £/*A his Lord and Mafter on Earth. 
So Jwfb and Ammon two wicted Kings of 3*dah> were (lain 
by their own fervants. All creature* are Gods fervants ; if 
their Lord bee againft us, they are againft us, if hee bee for 
us, they are for us. This is the reafon why fubje&s am more 
feditious and rebellious in Popifti arid Heathenifti Countries , 
it is becaufctheir Rulers jebel againft God ; and therefore God 
in his juft judgement ftirs up fome to rebel againft them. 

3 lido Is are vanities. 

Elah provoked God to anger with his vanities, ( verf. 15.) 

i. e. With his Icfcls. Idol-gods in Scripture are 
oft called Vain things, 1 Sam. 12. ai. and V*~ 
nitjy Deut. 32* 11. Jer. 8- 19. Ifa. 41. 28. 
Nothing 1 Cor. 8. 4. An Idol isfomeching, 
Materially, it is wood, ftone, brafs, or gold , 
but Formalljj it is nothing. They have nothing 
of a God in them, their Deity wholly confift- 
eth in the Idolaters vain opinion,, % They can 
neither do good nor evil, they can neither hurt 
nor help, and fo are nothing, Pfal. ti 5. 5. and if*. 41. a 
and therefore the confidence that is placed in them is a vain 
confidence, and they that ferve them, are bereft of rrue un- 
demanding, in which refpe& they are faid to bee vain, 

2,sr//7£. 17. if. 



Tohu foimtat, & Elilim ai- 
klitates. lit. *. 8. [Exck. 30. 

It is not, 2{ihil negativum , 
but, Nihil pnvativm > there 
is no relation between God and 
it j or it is, Nihil cfefthm, it 
can do nothing. Weems. 



Verpttum ig- 



? Zimri having flain his Mafter, gate into his Throne* Hee 
nomimam bre- 1 had been but feven daies in it, when to Tave the Executioner 
yjjfimafruteo'U hte burns himftlf WiA the Royal Palace, that nei- 
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bee counted in our daies Roman, but it is j no Chriftian , nor 
commendable valour. When dangers befet us, wee ftiould 
humble our felves before God, and hefeech him, either to mi- 
tigate the affli&ion, or to give us ftrengch to bear it , and then 
bee it what it will, wee may bid it welcome. 

Obf. 1 Tyrants and Traitors nfnally reign not long. 

Zimri % date is but fevendaie*. The Roman Emperours 
were cruel and tyrannical, of fixty three, 
onely fix of them died a natural death. As 
if they had been exalted to thofe feats for 
no other end ( faith one ) Nifi nt citius in* 
terficerentur , that their daies might bee 



>Ad generam Cereris fine cade 
& vulnere pan/^Defceudunt Re- 
ges, ac ficcd morte Tyratmi. 
Juvcn. Saty. 10. 



VuUa implis - 
tuU latebra , 
cum malts ubi- 
que male fit. 
Em.TbcUurus. 



~ - j - vt • * l- ~ Rc & na vt & fielere parta non 

fhorcened. No violent thing it permanent , f»nt dlmuma! 

wee feidome fee an old Tyrant, though for a 

time by fraud and force they may fliift , yet in the end divine 

Juftice findes them out. 

2 Wicked men are Gods Rod. 

And when it hath done Gods work, the Rod is burnt. So it 
was with Zimri here, God raifed him up to cut off Baafta's 
flock, and when that is done, himfeif is caftinto the fire. 

3 No fortifications canpreferve wished men from deftmftion. 
* Zimri gets into Tirzah, a fortified City, andtfben into the 
Kings Palace there, and there hee burns. Had wee all the 
power and policy of all the Princes and Politicians of the 
vvorld for us, yet if God bee againft us, thefe cannot help us , 
Prov.n.to. There is no wifdome nor counfel againft the Lord. 

4 Snch as have been crnel to others, are oft-timer cmtl to them- 
felves. 

Zimri hadflairi his Matter, and now hee flai^htmfelf. 
San I a bloody Perfecutor, at laft becomes 
hiff own Executioner , 1 Sam. 31. 4. So did 
Nero , Dioclefian , Sardanapalas , and others. 
Murderers, efpecially of their Relations , and 
Matters feidome efcape in this life, without 
fome fignal hand of divine Juftice againft them; 

Even Jefaiel could hy to Jeha, Had Zimri peace that flew his \ zimri Tyrdn- • 
Adafter} % King.p.ii. i.e. hee bad no peace,nof <fid hee enjoy j nut ambient 
the benefit of his confwracy. for hee was foon cut off. I «Umx* v***- \ 



Sardampalus effamnatm viftus 
in Regiem fe recepit , ubi ex- 
tct&U pyra fe & divitias f/m 
inincendium mktity btc filo i- 
mitatus vlrum. Juftia /. x. 
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- The ^ueflion then will bee, Whether it bee unlavpftd for a ■ 
man to kill bimfelfby fire, water, /word, or halter; &c ? 

Anfpp. It is utterly unlawful , and that for thefe Rea- 
ions. 

1 It is againft the Law of God, which exprefly forbids, kil 
ling of others, much more of our (elves. 

2 It is againft the Law of" Nature , which teacheth every 
creature to love and preferve its own life. 

3 It is againft the Law of Nations, which fets a brand of 
fefamy upon fuch as rob the Common- weak h of its fub;eils in 
this kinde. Achitophel and Judas, with othdrs, are branded 
topoftcrityforit. 

-Sicitt in kmc 4 Wee* are not Lords of our lives, to difpofe of them as wee 
rv'nam no*fpo*- pleafe, but wee are all fet in this world, as in an army, where 

te nostra vim- every one mull keep his ftation, till the great Lord general of 
mus , ita rur- us aU jhaU caU us t h ence# 
fus ex dom:ci 

lio corporis . ,,„.., 

quod tuendum nobis eft ajftgnatum, ejufdem juffu reddendum eft qui nos in hoc corpus rn- 
duxit, tamdrnhMtaturos donee jubeat emitti. La&ant. 

[ See more in Sjms againft Self-murder, Domams Warfare, 

1, 2. c. a.p % 7o,to 82. 
B. Halls C C. Dec. 2. c. io« p. 1 50. Brochmand CC. Tom. 

2. p. 1 30. Sayrus CC. p. 42 5. Bafenbanmn CC. in fextnm 
Pr^/tf.p.213.] 



Sec my Com- 
ment on i Tim. 



Si jus & fides 
vioUnda eft 
Regni caufa 
violanda eft. 



? Hoicked men are disingenuous men. 

They deal unworthily oft-times with thofe that advance 
them to hopour. Elah had made Zlmri Captain of half his 
Chariots, 1 King. 6. 9. and hee to requite the favour, kills his 
Lord and Mafter > and that cowardly, when hee was full <5f 
drink,and fo'unable to help himfelf; and cruelly, iot dying in his 
drurikennefs'heewas a means to kill both body and foul . Men 
hardly care what they do, fo. they may get Kingdomes, fwear 
.and forfwear, poifon Fathers, flay Brothers, kill Matters, do 
any thing for a Crown. The Popes of Rome, what witchcraft 
and wicked pra&ices did they not ufe to;. get the Pope- 
dome? 

6 Wicked men may plot and frofett, but God difpofcth. 
' Zimri cutsr off all the howfe c& EUb^ snsxv \\vs> -wad 
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ntngsof uraci. 
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all, that fohec mighrenjoy the Kingdome quietly without mo- 
lefhtion; and when hee hach done ally bee -mitfeth it, God 
gives ic to another. Zimri beat the bufh> but Omri caught 
the bird. . ' 

6 Tibni i$ chofen King by the people that fate at home,, who 
difdained that the fouldiers in the field iliould without the con- 
fent of the reft of the people, fet up a King; they therefore 
would not fubmit to Omrl, whom the fouldiers made King j 
and the fouldiers would not depart from their choice, 'thereup- 
on tbey were divided, .which divifion and Conteft.lafted about 
four years, till Tlbni died ( as it is conceived) an untimely 
death, and then the fouldiers being armed, and too ftrong for 
the people, fet up Omri, i King. 1 6, 21, 22, 23. 

Obf. It is no- new thing to fet States and Kingdoms di- 
vided. . * 

The people are for Tlbni, and the fouldiers for Omr%\ onels 
for a King, another for a Councils one for a Prote&or, ano- 
ther for a Free-State ; one for a Di&atbr, another for an Em- 
peror, &c So it was oft amongft the Romans , and fo it is now 
amongft us. • Mobile Vnlgns, the Vulgar are alwaies like.them- 
felves, unftable as water. 



Romano impe- 
j rio acciditut 
1 mitites non fe- 
qtttrtntur fuf- 

f.agiaSetutus In depgvmdo Imperatore, fedfuo arbhrio plerumque utebmur. 



7 Tlbni being dead, Omrl reigns quietly; heebuyes the 
Hill of Samaria, and builds a City thereon, which came to 
bee the Metropolis of the Land, and the place of the" Kings 
Qourt and refidcnce; (ot Zimrl havings burnt the Royal 
Pahce in Tlr^ah,Omri refides in Samaria, which was ffroriger 
than Tir&ah, as appears by the three years' liege which it en- 
dured. This wicked man being exalted to rhe Throne, walks 
in the ftppsofhis vvicked.predeceffofgy and. exceeds them in 41 
wkkednefs; fctrtheText tells us, That bee-did worfi than all 
tJ^wehbeforehin*,J.Kir\g.i6<2$* ; ' 

. 1 Becaufchce perfifted . in his Idolatry, notwithftanding 
aU t-he judgements of God. which hee had feen.upon his pre- 

3 Becaufe hee did with more. violence foccc «od 
ps<^e;to.Id6lair/;. hfcnce wee*rc4d- .o? the Staves dtOWxv 

) . • " S __ 
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viz,, concerning their Idolatrous worfbip of the golden 
Calves, Mlcth 6, \6. 

Obf. I There is noftsbilitj In earthly things. 

They are vain, uncertain, mutable. One while the Royal 
Court is in the City of Sechcm, anon it is removed to Tir*ah, 
and then to J and atlaft Samaris is the Metropolis , 
% King. 8. 29. 

2 The fucceffersef wicked men many times exceed their fre*- 
deccjp9rsinwicked*cfs % 

Omri here is worfe than all that were before him. So the 
Scholars of Artmniw and Secw*s> have out-erred their Ma-' 
flers. TheAnabaptifts and Separatifts of our times, are fair 
more erronious than they were in Epifcopal times- Errors in 1 
the firftconco&ion are nor amended in the fecond. As good 
men do improve the choice notions of their predeceffors to 
Gods honour : fo wicked men do improve the corrupt prin- 
ciple? and pra&ices of their wicked prcdeceffcrc to Goadif- 
honour. 

3 Wicked men are obftlntte In fin. 

Nothing vyorks upon them. Let Jereboam, Nadab, B**~ 
fk*) EUh y Ztmri bet plagued, both they and their pofteriey 
for their Idolatry, yet Omri ftirs not, unlefs it bee to evil , 
but hee is Omri (till, as Idolatrous , as vile, yea worfe than 
ever. 

S Omri after twelve years reign, dies,and Ah*b the wicked 
Son of. a wicked Father fuccceds him. Hee 
mi tattls, pepim FiUus. rcignstwo aind twenty years* auid is a Nen-fueh 
, ■ • fa wicksdnefe, Alt the Kings af Ifrael before 

i&T^toSi* P to aada£cer wre fo *- 
T^ntad?* focLVhr^ borninableas^^ who fold himfdf to de «*/, 
<*. on i Kmg. *l jj. i King. i6* ;q, 31,31,3 }♦ Agood man may bee 
+ **fivclj fold under fin againfthis will, as Panl 
complains heft was, Rem. 7. 14. But Ajh*b here Attively fold 
himfclf wittingly and wilfully, as a. flaye to the fervice of Sa- 
tan, the kftsof the flefo, and the curfed plots of his wife. 
S^tbac I cannot but wonder ac a learned Commentator of 
wr times, who makes P*ul to bee like Ahab y that fokThim- 
faif to wickednefe, Rem* 14* 
/ No joaitiud factctt Pioj&ots v& Vi* dafes him J 
t ' ; ^ 
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(as Elijah, Elijha % MUeah^ and a hundredLarhich Ohadiah hid, 
by fifty in a cave, from his wives fury ) nor more Miracles to 
convince him, nor mrv^ fignal Vi&ories and deliverances to 
endear him, yet this Aha£> thus ble&* fets up Idolatry, ftones 
Nabotk, gets his Vineyard, perfecutes the Prophets and peo- 
ple of God, countenanced eight hundred and fifty falftf Pro- 
phecs; to Jerricans Idolatry, hee adds the wof ftiip of Baal in 
the Mountain of Samaria) Which was far worfe than the Ido- 
latry of Jertbeam, for though they had Idols, yec they pre- 
tended co vvorfhip the true God, tmt in this they worfliipped 
JWhimfeif,' as appears fey that foeech of Elijah, if Baal hee 
€ed y implying that they efteemed htm fo. 

1 7er*b<nm etetted the golden Calves, to preferve the 
Kingdame to himfelf* but Abab peaceably polfeft the King- 
dome, yet deliberately hee fets up more Idols. 

3 Hee knew the Zidomans were great worshippers o(Baal,\ 
yet hee fears not to match with a Jefabel there that ftirred him ' 
up to a greater height of wickednefe, i King . 21 . 2 % . ihee was 
a proud, cruel, curfed IdolatreCs* a fierce persecutor of Gods 
people, and a great promoter of theworfhipof Bad; hence 
St. John calls that falfeProphttefe that feduced fo many to 
uncleannefs and Idolatry, jefabel y Rev # 2. 10. And jehn 
chargeth her wich whoredome and witchcraft* This Ahab 
Was (lain in battel by the Syrians , the doggs lick'his blood , 
and hee is burted in Samaria his chief City } and his pofterity 
iscurfed after him, 1 King. 21. 42, *$,*4. 

Obf. 1 wicked Parents many times have witkfd children. 

An Idolatrous Omri hath an idolatrous Ahab, M I have 
fhewed before. 

2 Succeeding IdeUters ef Mimes exteed their fredecefm in 
vrickednefs. 

Jeroboam was naught, O&ri worfe, btit ^Wworftofall, 
hee is a A%»*fuch for wickednefs; No King of Ifrael before 
him, nor after hicn, tike him for wickednefs. 

5 Great fins fetdome gB alone* 

Ahab here is firft an Idolater,then an Oppreffor 5 a Murderer, 
aPerfeciitor, &k and what not? As there is a concatenation 
of vimjes, %:Per. 1. 5, 7. So ufually of vice*. Great ^s^V<C«^^ 
like .great men, have many follower*, as I vu 
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r 4 The befl Preatfers cannot work, upon hardened finncrs. 

Ahab had Elijah a nun of fire, fit for thofe cold times , 
oni that had wrought many, great Miracles , and boldly re- 
proves him to his face for-his wickednefs, befides Elifha^ and 
ochcrs, and yet hee is Ahab (till. When once men are given 
up to bardnefs of heart, not all that Mount Si- 
' ptrgas qwere quid ft cor **b y or Mount Sion can afford, not all the cur- 
durum y finon txpwifti 3 turn fes of the one, nor all the promifes of the other, 
eU % Bernard. can do any good. Of all the plagues, therefore, 

take heed of the plague of a hard heart. On this 
fide Hell therein riot a forer judgement, and therefore when 
the Church prayes for a4ireful curie upon her incurable ene- 
mies, it is this, Lam.. ? .65 • Give them forrow of hearty or as 
the margin reads it, Qbft\nacj and hardness of hearty thy cttrfe 
upon them. . _ 

£ Seethe danger: of. a hard heart , Mr. Marfhah: Serm. on 
\.Zach. 7. 1 a , Djkt on Scandals, p. 88. Bain Epiihy.. A 
Lapide on Exod. 7. $.Sibbs Cordials, p. 14. tiierom 1 . part, 
p. 457, and 462. Downams Guide, in fine, p, 8. and 72.1 
Hookers Guide of Saints, p. 9 8.] r 

• j ■ , Wick&d men {4 themfelvesto do mckedlj. , 

fhey afe not Paffively fold under fin agaiilft their wills, and 
the bent of their fouls, as the regenerate are, Rom. 7. 14. But 
; they ACli?>ely give up themfelves unto it . - As a fervant is not, 

; J m j*fi*i at bis own.4ifjpofe, but i* a living inftrument to work 

for hts ? Maftqr *;. lb a wicked man that hath given up himfelf a 
; - fervant to fin, is not now himfelf, but hee muft j>lod, con- 

trive^and a# fot fln with ali bis might,though hee roine himfelf 
by it, Rom. 6. 1 6. Thus it was with shah here, hee had not 
hir^d himfelf out to fin for a week, a month, a.year , but hee 
wholly fold himfelf as a flave for ever to the fervice of 
fin and Satan; fo (hat hee could neither think, fpeak, or a& a- 
ny thing, but what had a tendency to 6n. Hee was a King, and 
r,i fervus fti, PY^ S P^ce hee jflhould have ruled others, but alafs, hee was 
vomm es, iis e- fo enthralled tp fin, that hee could not rule* himfelf. Bioge- 
hZ^f H f^ w ^ couWu P br ^di</rW^forhiskifts. 1 am the. King (faith 

and thou ant, the flave ., ifor I ruie over thofe lufts 
«9?*% i that rule over thee. 

. 6 M^trf 
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6 Mi fety attends Idolatry* . ■ ■ 

Ahab fees up Baal, a«d God pulls down him. How can they 
expeil Peace on Earth, that nght. with Heaven ? The King- 
dome is now.ttoubled>&c«Mr/4 be(ieged,afapune.in the Land, 
no dew nor rain for three years and a half; Ahab and Jefabel 
are (lain, and Ahabs feventy Sons cue off.. Thefe, nbefe are the 
fruits. of Idolatry, and forfaking God. It is worth obferving* 
what Tumults, Treafons, Treachery, King-killing, Wars, and 
changing of tkt Royal Lines there was throughout the reign of 
thefe Idolatrous Kings tfjfraef. 'Sohmwy that firft le: up Ido- 
latry, had three etRmi^s upon' him. \i. Hadaddte Edomite: 
i RezJn King of Damafctts. 3 Jerobsam hisfervant. So when 
Juram King of Judah walked in the waies of Idolatrous dhab, 
then Edom and Libnah revolt' from him-'*, iKhfg. 8. 18, 20 . 
But on the contrary, fee what fuccefs and renown Judahh&d , 
who was more faithfiU'to God./ They, had: nineteen KShgs of \. 
Ifrael, ail. of the fame flocks fucreedingweacfo other;* whereas 
among the twenty. Kings of. Ifrael r there were- tenfeveral* 
Kings, and they of fcveral jftocks, and they frequently deftroy- 
edeachather to get into tbe-Throney and lived not' long, 
whereas- rfa>mp of.tljp goodfen^.-of-.^/^, out-lived Jero- 
foam, Nadab-, ; B/iafha^ £/af?,. Zimri, Tthni/Ottri^ and fbme 
part qi Ahabs time." «. :r : \ : • . .'< ■ * " 
. 7 ft is a f*fe judgement to have an ev'dwife. 

Ahab was -wicked, but h ; s Jefabel made himworfe, 1 King. 
2i # 25^ Hce wasfoawedbyher, andfuch a flave to her, that 
what ever fl ee, would i#ve,. done • ( bee it 
never fovile) Heedurft not. but do \ ir. Ahab 
wanted neither "wit nor wickfcdnefs , and • 
yet hee is in both a very novice to this Zi- 
donian Dame. There ne^ds ho other De- 
vil t\nn Jefabel y whether to proje# evil, or 
to ait it ; iliee chides the pufillanimity of her 
deje&ed Husband , and perfvvades. him that- 
his' rule cannot bee free, unlefs it bee licenti- 
ous, and that there fhould bee no bounds for 
foveraignty, but will. As pur Engliflir Stneca excellently. As 
a good wife is a choice mercy, Prov. 19. ^4* So an ill wife is 
a fore judgement. As a go xl wife will incite. ^tfYa>^\£> 
nefs; fo an evil one will bee provoVing to >ny&^^^ 

' ' s v ; - ' _ 
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mon the wifeft of men, how was bee befotred by his Idolatrous 
wives ? into what lift and mifery did they draw him ? 1 King. 
ii. J, 7, i y 9. And this helpt to fuine ?ekeram> in that hec 
had tlx Daughter ofAhab to bis wife, % King. 8. 1 8. As you 
love your fouls, take heed of matching with an Idolatflefs 5 
it is an abomination for Gods people fo to do. £&r*$. 14. 
Neh. 13.6. Mai. 1. 1 1* J {rati bath committed an abomina- 
tion, why? what hath hee done? why* bee hath married the 
Daughter of a ftrange God, When Pomfey would have enfnared 
Cat*, by bestowing one of his Daughters on him, hee wifely 
anfwered. 8e per mulieres capi nenfoffe , Hee would not bee 
enfinared by women. 
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& i* AfK*L x. 10. And Mr. Osbmns Advice to a Son* ch. i % p, 34, & 70. 

8 The God whom wee ferve, is aboHmUmGod. 
Theteisno manfihall fervc him for nought, (whatever 
wicked men fay to the contrary, Mai. 3, 14*) If Ahah , one 
of the wickedeft men that ever lived, an Idolater, an Oppref- 
for, a Murderer, a Perfecutor, yet if this wickedman do "but 
humble himfelf, though it bee but hypocritically, and onely 
for fear of punifomenr, hee fhalL have a reward anfwerable to 
his fervice; the evils threacned fliall bee deferred,and hee fhall 
have a temporary deliverance anfwerable to his temporary hu- 
miliation. Wee ihould have thought, if fo vile a wretch foould 
have rent his flefli, torn off his hair , and wept river* of tears , 
yet God fliould rather have killed tern, than fpared him. But 
Gods thoughts are not like our thoughts; if the fhadow can do 
fo much, what will not the fuWhnce do'? if Gad fo far reward 
anunfoundjwliatwill hee not do for ftneere fervice? Again, 
wee fee here that grief is not alvvaies a ,fign of grace; A hob 
rends hUcloachs, but noc his heart; hee puts on fackcloath , 
but not amendment; hee walks foftly, but not fincerely • 
worldly forrow caufeth death* Happy is that grief which makes 
the foul holier. 



Afflbfilabfit de- 
tniffa caf'ue, 
hee went fofc- 
ly. i.e. Hee d'.d ' 

not go fo proudly up and down as fowflferl v'f but hce went fofcly and fadly ,, poorly ani 
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Hee bears long with the veflels of wrath fitted for deftru- 
&ion;what man could have born two and twenty dates with A- 
habs provocations ? yet the Lord lets htm reign two and twen- 
ty years. 

The ninth King of Ifrael is Ahaziah, A habs Son, who 
reigned ill two years, walking in the waies of Jeroboam^ A- 
habyZtidJefabet, and thofe vvaies were as bad as bad could 
bee, i King. 22. 5 a, 53. Hee rebels againft God , and Moab 
rebels againft him, in his ficknefs hee Heights the true God , 
andgoestoifa*/-**^ the God of Ekr*», for help, hee per- 
fecutes Elijah, and dies, 2 King. 1. 1, 3, 9, 1 5, 1 7. 

10 Jehor*m, alias J nam, a fecond Son of Ahab fucceeds his 
Brorber Aha*iah y who had no children. Evil bee was, yet nor 
foevil as his Father and Mother, for hee pulls, down thel- 
mage of Baal, 2 King. 3. 1, 1, ?• Yet there is a But and Blot 
upon him, verf. 3. tm hee ferfified in the waits ef Jeroboam, 
Hee is 1 wounded by the Syrians, and (lain by fefa, after hee 
h id reigned twelve years, 2 Ki*g. 9. 24, 

Obf. 1 Where there is but feme goodntfcavd feme reformation y 
God takes settee of it, and commends it. 

Hee takes notice, not onely of men. vkes> but atfo of their 
virtues; if Abqah the Son of Jwebeam have but fotoe good in 
him, it lliall bee recorded arnd rewarded^ 1 King. 14. 1 3. 
Many, like flyes, pafs over the found fiefli, and light tipon chat 
which is galled; or. like Becdes, they flye over all the flowers 
ma-tield, and if there bee any dung ink, that they cfeep in- 
to: So it is with moft, they pry into mens infirmities, bur pafe 
by their Graces. But Chriftdid comfrtettd the Churches for 
what was good in them, as well as reprove them for their fail 
ings, Rev. 2. Chrift takes notice, not onelyof the grown 
fnrt, but of the green buds, and tender Grapes* even of the 
beginnings of Grace in young converts, Cam. 2. 1 3. Hypocri- 
fie is fullen, fowrc, ana cenforious, efpefcially to young be 
ginners- bat true Grace is meek, merciful and tender. It is 
our duty to acknowledge Grace, where ever wee finde it, be it 
in Jew or Gentile* in rch or poor, old or young. Wbst^sssx 
weefinddinKitfty^^ feeds t£ ^ x 

fear of the Lojxl, fvee ihould love and &\et\ft\ vl. V^cvcO 
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Chrift commends Nathaniel ( that had but fome feeds of 
orace ) for his fincjerity, John 1.47. The Centurion, though 
a Gemile, yet Chrift commends him for his Faith, Matth. 8, 
10. Ch ift took norice of fuch as did improve their Talents, 
and calls them good and faithful, Matth. 25. 21,2 3. And 
Chrift teftifics of Marj y that fhee loved much, X*k 7. 47. 
Sad then is the condition of thofe that are fo blinded with ma- 
lice, that they cannot fee the graces of God - in others > 
without indignation ; like C*/*, that hated his Brother, 
becaufehee was better than himfelf, 1 John 3. 12. Or like 
Jofhtta, that was envious ztEldad, and Med* d, for,prophe- 
fyingintheCamp, Numb. 11. 29* Wee may not bear falfe 
witnefs againft our neighbour, but muft acknowledge the 
Grace of God in them to his praife. Our eye muft not bee e- 
vil, becaufe Gods eye is good. It is the Devils work to bee 
the flanderer and accufer of the Brethren, let him do his work 
himfelf, Jib 1. 9, iq. Rev. Ii.io. But let us imitate out Sa- 
viour, who hath a tender care, notonely of his ftrong rooted 
Oaks, and bright burning Tapers, bat alfo of his weak, bruifed 
Reeds, and fmoaking Flax, though as yet it flame not, Mat. 
1 2. 20. Yea, where there is but civility and common good , j 
Chrift takes notice of it, and commends it; \yhen the young ! 
man came to Chrift, (though hee had no true grace) yet i 
it is faid, Chrifl loved him, Mark, io. ii. Hee alfo took no- : 
tice of that difcreet anfwer of that Scribe, Mark^. 14. 34* and j 
faid to him, Thou art not far from the Kingdomc of God. This J 
fhoulcj inqourage us to bee aftive for Chrift, who covers our 
infirmities, takes notice of-our fervicesv'and will reward thfcrir 
openly, • . 

2 Hypocrites reform to halves. 

Jehoram fupprefleth the worfhipof Baal 9 but continues the 
Idolatry of the golden Calve*. Berad .will, reform many 
things, but his Herod*** hee will not part withall. It is faid of 
Naamactbt Syr'aw^ th;t hee was a valiantman, But hee was 
a Leper. So, many garfar,have good gifts, make great' Thews, 
Bvtthzy are covetous, But they are difobedienr, and will not 
do Gods will , : Ez*k: 3 3 . . 3 * • Thefe- B fits fpoil all . They 
muft have their Refervatians, their Difpenfatiom, their Da - 
tilths, . their beloved lufts Y thopgh. they petifh vVich : them. • 
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1 1 Jch* the Son of Niwfhi ( for now the line of fuccetTion 
is again changed ) having (lain Jordm the Son of Ahab, gees 
up into his Throne. Hee is anointed King by a young Prophet, 
at Eiijhas command, 1 King. 19.- 16. arid 2 Kmg.9. 6. 
2 Gfcr**. 2 2. 7. The reafon why hee onely of all the Kings of 
Ifrael ( fince the divifion) was anointed with OyU was this 
becaufe his work was hard and extraordinary, and therefore 
the Lord, ^o mske him the more couragious, andconfideat, 
aflures him, by this vifible (ign, that hee had called him , and 
hee would keep him in his office. Hee being an a&ivc, vali- 
ant , politick man, Commander in Chief over the Army in 
the City of Ramoth Giledd^ and fo, flighty efteemed amongft 
the Captains and fouldiers, wasraifedby God to execute his 
vengeance on the houfe of Ah*b. Having (lain Ah*ri*h King 
oijtidahj 2 King. 9. 27. Hee then cuts off Jefttely 2 King. 
9- 3°* 33 - Caufeth the feventy Sons of Abab to bee beheaded, 
zKhtr* 1 0.-6. Slaies two and forty olAhtzUb the King of 
Jndahs Brethren, a King. io. 13, 14. Anddeftroics all the 
Idols, Priefts, and Worihippers of B*al\ down go aU'his Mo- 
numents, hee burns his Images, deftroies the houfe of Aw/, 
and makes it a draught-boufc, 2 King. 10. ay, 26, 27,28. 
This wa*good fervice, and fuch as God had commanded and 
approved of , and therefore the Lord promifcth him a reward 
for his fervice, viz,, that his pofterity to the fourth Genera- 
tion, ftiould fit upon his Throne, 2 King. 1©. 30. Yet this 
But lies on him as a blot, that hee countenanced and pra&ifed 
that part of Idolatry which confifted in the falfe worfoip of the 
true God, brought in- by JeroboAm^ who fet up the Golden 
Calves, 2 King. 10. 29. And for this God punimdth him. 1 In 
his own daies. God Cmote him in all the coafts^af Ifrael, 2 King. 
1 0.3 2,3 3. Ana becaufe his heart was not found in what be did, 
but hee fought himfelf, and the fetlingof the Kingdome upon 
himfelf and his pofterity, and did tollerate Idolatry, therefore 
God threatens to punilk him in his pofterity aft£r his death, 
and to avenge the blood of ^weel upon the houfe of ]chu 9 
Hof. 1.4. 
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Hee reigns eight and twenty years, and then leaves the 
I Kingdome to his Son. 

Obf. 1 God transfers Kingdom* s from one family to another, 
as f leaf etb kirn. 

Hee takes it from Joram, and gives it to Job* his fervaht y 
% King. 10. 9. Wee may not therefore fret and murmure at 
Gods difpenf ations, but mult bee dumb and filent, fince it is 
hee who is King of Kings that doth it. Hee pulls down one , 
and fets up another in the Throne , and none may fay unto 
him, what daft thou ? Dan. %. ai. & a. 3 
, . 2 Th* hearts of me*, or* in the band of God, ami hee turns 

1 them as fleafeth him* 

| If hee fet up jf*A*> hee will give him in, the hearts of the 

j people. It is wonderful to fee that a Captain lhould fo fud^- 

' ! denly, and. fo unanimoufly become King of IfraeL 1 The 

louldiers, they proclaim him at the City of Xamoth*GiUad, ' 
z King, 9. 1 J. % Hee goes to ]ezreel> and it yeelds. 3 Hee bids 
throw down Jefdbel^ma the Eunuchs prefently do ir, 2 King.}, 
Zz y 3$. 4 Hee fummons Samaria, and it fubmits^ J hfec 
calls for the beads of Ababs feventy Sons, and they are given 
him; hee can but ask, and have; as ir is f add 'of Ce/**y Vtni^ 
vidiy viciy hee : no fooner came, but hee overcame. Thus 
i (Trail it bee done to thofe whom God will honour. * 

j What ever God tbreatneth or fromifethyjhall certainfy come 

They are all Yeayznd Amen, true and infallible ; Heaven 
and Earth Jhallfail y before one jot or tittle of' Gods mrd (hoi fait, 
till allftee fttlfilted, March, $• 18. God threatned vengeance 
on the haufc of Abab^ and fee how it is fulfilled in every par- , 
ricular. t HaeLord threatens, that where the doggs lickt N*- 
boths blood, thegs they-ftiould lick the blood of Ahalr, fee this 
fulfilled, 1 King: 22. 38. * That the deggs ftiould eat ?^ 
bel in the field of Jezreel- fee it fulfilled, 2 9. 35* 36 • 

] 3 That God would cut off Ahabs pofterity , for his Idolatry , ; 

. and wee fee Joranh and the feventy fons of Ahab all cut off; 
, whereupon ]eh* calls on the people to confider the truth of 

Gods threatnings, * King. 10. 7, 10. God hath threatned ma- 
ny judgements againft dif obedient ones, Dent. 28. 16 y &c. 
/ Mrrdrhere is not one of them, but firft or laft will light upon 

/ I the heads of thofe that go otvKAVm^Kvt^. 
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* The Lord proififfed J**^ that his children (hould fitup-* 
on his Throne to dhe fourth Generation, atid wee fee it pun- 
ctually perfateed , for after him reigned his four Sons, Jf- 
faxfh, Joafh, Joroboam^ and Ztcbaridh. The Kingdome con- 
tinued in his family about an hundred years. 

4 Though God for atimtlnaj defer thefuKtting of his threat- 
mngs and pymifrs^ j# in his due timi ( when met* think hee* 
hath forgot, and uttagiftetfcat God is Jike to them, and ap- 
proves of all their doings ) bee will Orife and fulfil what ever 
he* hath fold. 

Though Isee fetdoftie come at our time y yet hee never fails 
his own, Hah. ^. 3. 4ieb. 10; 37- Hee lets Ahab reign two 
and twenty ytfaSfc, fuffets Jtfabei to ftone Naboth, to flay his 
Prophets, to perfecute his ptople; I, IWtfee what havock ]e- 
^ftiakeft tmongft them, ttidhow God recompefifeth his pa- 
tience with die. fiefc&nefs of his fufy, andfuffers nor one Word 
to Fail that hee fpbke againft them by the Prophet Elijah. 

Let ustharefore fitittty belefcve thd Word of God , and let 
nsnoefai«tin a tiffle of trouble^ for ti*A ourftrength is but 
finally Prev. 14. iv. And let us dot envy theprofperity of 
wicked men, nor fret whert they fefcm t& carry all before ttiem, 
for they (hall fooh beg cut down like the gfrafs, and vtfther as 
ibt green herb ,- Pfki. 37. 1 , 1. 

? PThen God hath great Work* to do in the world, and great 
changes to make , hee raifeth ftp hfiruments fitted for the work 9 
and gives them a fjpirit ofa£ttvity y wifdome and emnfel to effe& it. 
. If God will have Almb, ]efabel y and dtiwn, hee hath a 
Jehu at hand r ready to perform it; God cart no fooner com- 
mand, bijt Jehu cxeicuces, Hee (hoots J*nBfr, flaies Ahaz,iab y 
kills JefAH^ cuts dff thfcnbufe ofAhab, and conquers all tjp- 
forehim. No doubt but many curfed and mif-ealled him for 
ttois great (feughrtr and chartge; but hee came to do Gods 
work, arid will, and hee doth it ftrertuoufly and fuccefsfully, in 
defpiteof 411 oppofirion that lay in his way. So good it is to 
ail for God in oar places and-callings. 

6 Idolatry is -attended with war and rtiiferj* 

Jehu walks in Jeroboams Idolatry, and fee what follows,! 
1 King. io. jt. 32, 33. Intfafe daies the Lord began to cut\ 
Ifradftort, and tiazael [mote them in at the coafls $ I$ra*l \ 
hee to* thrir fitics, killed their yotog mew, JlfliestWvr e\i\V\ 

- ■ 1 1 rn _ 
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dreu y 0*d riff $d up the women with childe y znd then the Moabites 
diftrefs them on the other fide, iKing.iA. and 3.5* and 
13.20. * 

7 Obf. Sin befots men that they cannot fee the mifery which is 
coming on them. 

Jehu knew bow Gods band was upon Jeroboam and his po- 
fterity, and Baafha and his poflerity > and Jhabmd bis potter 
rity for their Idolatry; yea and Jehu himfelf was an executio- 
ner of Gods wrath upon the. houfe of Ahab' for this fin, and 
yet hee lived and dyed an Idolater himfelf, and brought- a 
curfe on his pofterity, as his predce$ffors had done on theirs. 
It is ftrangc that men fliould punifn others for illegal , exor- 
bitant courfes,. and breach of priviledges, and yet tnemfelves 
bee notoriouftyguilty of theXame crimes. 

The Devil , and the ambitious defire of a Kingdome <, had 
fo blinded them , that they walked in the very fteps of thofe 
wicked Kings which they had but newly (lain- Her*ce God in 
hisjuft judgement made them executioners of his wrath one 
upon another. Baafha flayes Jeroboams pofterity , .and Zimri 
flayeshis,&c. Thus it was amongft the Romans, Julius Cafitr 
roots up P*mpey y Brutpts and Cajfius, Julius ; and Augmfim 
roots.up /( the?i. The. Senate purfued Nero^ Otho^Galba; Vi- 
tellius^Otho; VtffatianVitefous\ JDomiuan y T%tu$v Nerva and 



firdendeper- 

dttisi Deftrp)- 
Tng ycc (hall 
<kftioy 3 i.*.yec 
{hall utterly 
d.ftroy. It is 
an Heoraiim. 



Si nelis ctco- 



T raj™, Domitian. Tyrants feldome dye in peace. 
latry. 



8- Obf. Rulers mufi defiroy all the Monuments of Ids-. 



It is not fufficient that they deftroj Bad , but they rnnft 
down with his Temples Jmage$,Groves,pfiefts, an4 all his ap- 
purtenances ;. fo doth Jehu here, and fo did God command, 
Deut.l 2. 2, 3 . Teefhall utterly. de0rof Ml the f laces wherein * the 
Nations ferved. their gods % ice. Every word hath its weight* Yee 
fhal deftroy,utteriy<kfl«>y,the places,all thcplaceswheremen 
ferved Idols ; you fhall overhrovv their Altars s, break their 
PilLars^burn their Groves, hew down their Images,and abolifh 
the* very r^mes of their gods.Wljat can be more fully fpoken ? 
So Nam .33.52. They njuft dcftroy,not one , but, all their 
Pj&urcs and pull down all their high places. When one<Ie- 
manc!ed why in King Henry the eighths dayes- they pnlted 
down the Monkeries > It was anfwered, That, the very nefts rf 
'x/ofSetfcflides. Ijusfa rwkjmujl. be pulled down, that thrj fmUd tfcerc tta more. 
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Weearetoblefs God for. this here in England , that in our 
dayes hce hath not onely rooted up Idolatry, but hec hath caft 
but all the rags and remnants of it ; there is not a hoof , not 
a crofc, not a crucifix,not an Image left behind*. The greater 
is their fin-then, that in thefe dayes of Reformation, have not 
onely leaped out <rf the Surplefs, but out of the Miniftry^ and 
out of the Church too. They have nownely caft out the Font, 
but the Infant alfo. The Ceremonies are gone, and fome are 
cafting the. fubftance after theim Set forms are gone , and 
now they would have no prayers at all. Oh the folly and 
madnefs of this licentious age ! Do wee thus requite the 
Lord , O foolifti and unwife ! Is this the thanks wee give 
him for all his Ordinances, Mercies , and great deliverances, 
to feparate from theAffcmbliesof his people, to contemn 
his Ordinances , the pledges of his love unto us, to vififie his 
Minifters, and hate the paths of purity and peace? The Lord 
hach born long with this Atheiftical brood , but hee will not 
alwayes bear. Thelord will wound the head of thefe his ene- 
mies , and the hairy pates, of fuctr as walk on in fuch paths of 
libertinifm and prophaneneft. 

p The fervicethat men do for - God {hall bee rewarded. 

If Jehu cut off Ahabs pofterity , deftroy Baal 2nd his wor- 
fiiipers,and execute Gods commandyhough it be but hypocri- 
tically , yet it fhall Bee rewarded with a temporal reward,an- 
fweraole to hisfervice , his fons (hall fit upon his Throne to 
ihe fourth Generation, % King .10.30. Ahabs hypocritical hu- 
miliation obtained a reprivalv The King of Babylon^ though a 
Heathen , yet is rewarded by God for the fervice hee doth 
him, £^^.29.18,19.20. yea and thofe wicked ones, Mai. 
1 . 1 o. but efpecially fuch as ferve him fincerely, (hall bee re- 
warded fully , Afc^.14.24. Rev.l^i 3. Hee never [ayes to the 
feed of Jacoo , feek.mj face y in vain , Ifa.4 ? . 1 9. . Wee cannot 
lofe , though wee fhould lofe all by ferving him. Not onely 
For j but- In the very keeping of his Commandements there is 
great reward, Pfal.i 9. 11 • All the good wee have done in 
fecret , fralfc at laft bee acknowledged and openly rewardft, 
even to a cup of cold water, and 1 0.4^42. Pha- 

raohs Butler may forget the kindnefs oc }ofeph y and the Saints 
themfelves may forget the good which they taNt&^- Y \N^ 
their God dorh nor, Mal.j.i 6,Matth.i< i :i4 r , &c. 
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10 Cod may re**rd men for the mmer ef their fervjet , jet 
pmijh them for the manner of doing it. 

Jehu was commanded to deftroy the houfe of Ah*Jr y and 
God commends him for it, and rewards hisfer- 
vice, for the aft in it felf was good; yet becaufe 
Jehu did it hypocritically, and by halves , and 
chough bee deftroied Ahaln houfe, yet hee fol- 
lowed him in his Idolatry, arid did cut off the 
pofierity of Akab for fclf-ends^ vi&. do fettle 
the Kingdome on himfelf and his pofterity the furer, and did 
not primarily look at Gods glory therein, therefore God calls 
it Murder j and threatens to avenge the blood cX Ahdh oaths 
houfe of John, Hofea 1. 4. Becaufe hee did not GodS work for 
God, but for himfelf, to fettle the Crown fafter on his own 
head, and To did Gods work for bafe felf-ertds; his great care 
was to fettle the State and Kingdome^nd that hee did rborovv- 
ly; but when hee came to reform the Church, dut hee did 
haltingl y, and halvingl y, Hee deftroies the Pried* aiid- Idoh 
of Baal j butnotthePriefts and Idols of Dan and Bethel; hee 
was not fincere in what hee did, heepickt and chofe hisway^ fo 
as might beft ftand with his own politick intereft ; hee fuppreft 
onefalfeway, and did rollerate another; and therefore the 
Lord puts a But upon him y * King. 10. 5 1 . Bm J eh* took no 
heed to walk in the way of the Lord with aS his hart , for. hee 
departed not from the fins of ]troboam y who made Jfrael to 
fin : This Bat fpoiled all. A man may do much, go far, and 
fhew much zeal forGod, as Jehu did nere, and yet bee no- 
thing. How far an hypocrite may go, is abundantly Ihewed by 
others- The ^frboaft much of their zeal , in converting 
the Indians j when they pervert them rather, and turn them 
from one kinde of Idolatry, to another, and under the Name 
of Chrift, draw them to Antichrift , flaying and maffacring 
thofe poor fouls in a moft inhumane, barbarous manner, feek- 
tng their gold, rather than their good, as appears by Hi- 
ftory. . < 

II The better men are, the longer many times they live. 
Jehn was one of the beft Kings that ever Ifrael had fince the 
Tribes were divided, and hee reigned longer than any King 
of Jfrael before him did, and but one after him : that "reigned 



longer, and that was ;}w>io^tY&fec^ ^ 
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who reigned one and forty years* when J* A* rtigned but eight 
and twenty. Piety hath tnc promife t>f long life, Prov. 
4. And if fuch as honour their natural Eachcrs, (hatt have their 
daies prolonged, how much more fuch as honour their hea- 
venly-Father ? 

11 Death [farts «***. 

valiant, powerful* politick* -*ftive, # fuccefefid J*/i* 
dies. No privUedge nor preoogative can peeferve men from the 
grave; Death is that great Leveller, which laies all in the duft; 
it is the way of all flefby • and therefore weeihouid prepare to" 
meet-it*- ■ ;:■:=•.?■■.- 

1 a J?Ap*&*&, the San of Jrfc, fuccwds his Father, both in 
his fin, and iathe Throne ; hee reigm fevemeen years over 
Ifr*ei 9 and hith the ufual brand fet on him, which his prede- 
ceflbrs had, viz,, that hee did that whidh was evit in the l%ht 
o£ the Lord, in following thi fin* <t(Jtrob**m, wtoo made/jf- 
raelfm. This kindles Gods wrath agatoft him> and makes it 
burn like fire, infomuchthat the Lorn delivered Ifrael into the 
hand of the Syrians, who oppreft them, very fortly, both in 
their perfons and eflates, and made* them likf the dufi by 
tbrejhipgy i. e. very weak and.contemptiblc (lite corn which 
istoamuchthrelbfi which is broken and fcasered about) 
leaving them but fifty horfe-men^ ten Cbarriots, ahd ten thou- 
fand foot-men j a poor Guard for a Kiingdome, %King.. 13. 
3# 7. 22. • 

Queft. But what doth Jehoahaz ^//? this, his deep dijtrefs ? 

An[w. Hee goeth to his prayers, as wicked men nfe.ro do , 
nevertill neceffity and deep diftrefs- doth drive them.Theyxnake 
: not prayer a duty, but a refuge; yec fuch is the goodnclsof 
the Lord, that feeing the deep diftrefs his people werein, and 
the Cad oppreflion they lay under, hee anfwers the prayers of 
this wicked man, ana gave Ifracl a Saviour, and Deliverer, fo 
that they dwelt quietly and fecurely as. before. 

Queft. But what was the ground of aB this merey t: 

Anfw. Nothing but Gods free Grace; though they were 
moft unworthy, yet th* Lord mas gracious to them, and had 
cemfMjfmo&rbem kecasife of his covowmt^i King. 1 ?• 2?. 
. Ofcif. I fhofe that will not ferveG*di (ball k.jUw.t* 
men* % / , _ 



See more in my 
Comment en 
Pfal. 81. 7/ 



144 



The Hiftwy pf the 



4>jh nefcit mi- 
re* difcAt luvi- 
l*re % yet how 
many that go to 
Sea, inftcad of 
piaying, curfe 
and fwear? 



See'niy Com- , 
'rnenconz Tim. I 
f-p. i8z. ' 



7/r**/forfakesGod, and God forfakes'them* and delivers 
them into the hand of Hazjul, andinipche band of Benhadad 
his Son, who opprclfed and vexed Ifrael all thsir daies , 
%King* 13. a, 3. - * 

2 Even wicked men, when they are in deep diftrefr, will pray. 
Idolatrous Jehoaha* is brought very low,andnow bee praifcs. 

TheHeathenifli'Marinerscanprayina tempeft, and call6n 
Jonah (o to Ao 7 ]onabi. 5, 6. A wicked Pharaoh in time of 
trouble may begg the prayer of a Mofes y and Saul of a SamucL 
How many prophane perfons amongftus, when they are fick, 
and dying, yet will fend again and again for thofe Minilters to 
pray for them, whom they hated in their health? when the 
Devil was fckj, &c. Wee read of four forts in one Pfalm that 
cried to the Lord in their trouble, vk~ Travellers, fick-men, 
Sea-men, Captives, Pfal. 107. So did Ifrael, Judg. !©♦ 1©. 
Pill. 78. 34. 

3 God hears the prayers of wicked men y and femetimes an- 
swers them, fo as to deliver t hem from temporal diftrefes. 

Many a time did Ifrael cry hypocritically to the Lord, onely 
in their trouble, and nee delivered them out of their diftrefs , 
Pfal. 7S. 34, to 39. So hee dealt with Ahab, i King. 21. 
29. And RchoboAtn, 2 Chron. i». 7. 

Wicked men may pray to God, as to a Creator, and hee may 
hear them, though they cannot pray to him as to a Father. 
Heels a God of pitty and copipaflion, and the very diftrefs 
and mifery of the Creature Virt**lly, though not Vocally \ cries 
unto him for mercy. Hee that bears the cry of the Ravens , 
cannotbut hear the cry of his rational and more noble Crea- 
tures. This Reafon is given in the Text, Verf. 4. Hee f aw 
the ofpreKon of Ifrael to bee great , and therefore hee heard and 
delivered them. 

4 God ufnally faffers things to come to extremity, before tee 
deliver* 

Ifrael is brought as low as the duft; great, doubtlqfs , was 
theflaughter, when but fifty horfe-men were left, and ten 
Charriots, and ten thoufand foot, what are thefe to fave a 
Kingdome ? God could have prevented this, but for the grear 
termanifeftation t of hiswifdome> power and glory, bee oft 
deals thus with his people. 
$ Magistrates are the Suviwtrs of eo^U % 



. — 'J — " 

God gave I (rati a Saviour, Vtrf. %. i.e. Hee raifed up ]o^h , 
the Son of Jehoahaz, y who regained the Cities which his Father 
had loft, 2 King. 13*25. and prevailed mightily againft the 
Syrians^ as did Jeroboam his Son, 2 King. s 14. 27. Hence Ma- 
giftrates ih Scripture are oft called the Saviours and Deliverers 
of a people, J*dg> 2. id. and 3. 9. 2 King. 14. 27. JVeh.p. 
27. 1V». 1 1. 14. 0^</ a 21. There is but one common Sa- 
viour of us all, ahdthefe are fubordinate Saviours under him, 
as Mofes> Gideon y Jeptha y Deborah, Barac, Jofhua, Dazid>&c. 
Wee fhould therefore love, honour, refpeit them, pray for 
them, pay to them, and defend them whom God hath raifed 
for our defence. In their peace, lieth our peace , wee fhould 
therefore bee tender over them. 

6 Nothing works on hardened fibers. 

No judgements* nor mercies; Ifrael here is brought as low 
astheduft, God hears their prayers, gives them a Saviour, 
raifeth them out.of the duft, and yet Ifrael is Ifrael ftill, as 
Idolatrous and forgetful of God as ever; and that foul ten 
ftill lies as a blot upon them, 2 King. 1 3, 6. fmthey depart' 
ed not from the jins of Jeroboam* who made Ifrael fin. Phrygians 
( they fay ) are amended by blows, but no beating will mend 
thefe : Sotrue is* that of Solomon* let a finful fool bee brayed ne- 
ver fo Ung in the morter of ajjlittto*> yet his folly will-jot depart 
from him) Prov. 27. 22* ' You may beat him . to deaul, . before 
youcanbeathis folly out of him, Jer. 8, 28, 29- 

Neither do mercies win them, lfa+ i6. ia Unlefs God fet 
in with his Spirit, nothing works kindly upon our fouls, bur 
men will bee made more obftinate by judgements, .and more 
loofe by mercies. Befides, Elijka living in thofe times ( no 
doubt) but hee had forewarned them of the evils approaching, 
and yet nothing -works upon them. 

7 The ground of all Gods goodnefs to his people is no merit 
\'of onrs , but onely his own free- grace and love , a King. 

% No migWnor man- hood can > fave a fin ful people f om 
ruine? 

King Jehoahaz, here is faid to bee a man of Mighty and one 
that with abundance of courage and valour fought with the Sy- 
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I people chat undid them. Their Idolatry was their worft ene- 
' my, and ftrengthned their enemies againft them.' 

1 3 ]efaafo or ]oafh fucceedeth Jefoahaz, his father, both 
in his dignity and iniquity. Hee reigned fixteen years , and 
bach the common ftwand brand put upon farm that his Pre- 
deceffors had, 2 King. 1 3 . 1 o> 1 1 ,1 1, 1 3 . Hee obtained three. 
' great Vi&ories againft the Syrians^ of which EH(ka fore-told 
! him, * Kiag.i 3.17,18,19. and related many of the Cities 
of I frail from them,and thereupon is called their Saviour and 
Deliverer ) 2 King.i 3.5,25. Hee alfo prevailed againft Ama~ 
jcwAKing of }*dah, and pillaged the Temple of )er*falem y 
with the Kings houfe , 2Kwg.i4.t3- and which makes moft 
for hispraiie , though hee were a King, yet hee 
goes to vifit the fick Prophet Elijka , weeps oyer 
him, anfd calls him* My Father, my E other y the 
C harlot of I [rael, and the horfemen thereof. Such 
tender affeftion and reverence did this wiclied 
King bear to this man of God , vyhom hefi ac- 
knowledged to bee the Walls and Bui works, the 
.•Ammunition and defence both of Church and State, who by his. 
praying and preaching, did more for the defence and fafcty of 
//Mf/, ttph all their Armies could do. 

I Obf. It is dangerous following our fare-fathers in fin. 
Jehoajh doch fo, and is punched for his pains. People are 
fo befotced with the example of their-Parents and Anceftors, 
efpecialty if Idolaters , that they will after them what ever 
come of them, z King.i 7. alt. which made the Lord to adde 
that comminarionto the end of the fecond Commandement, 
(which t hee. doth to no other Commanderaent ) againft thofe 
children which fhould walk in the fteps of their Idolatrous 
fore-fathers, and often forbids that fin, as fore -feeing our 
pronenefs to it, Ezekj 20. 18,19,20. PfaLnZJS. Zach.j.^. 
and bids us to the Law, and not to Exampl^^//*.8.ao. If 
Joajk would have followed his Predeceflors, hee fliould have 
fet before him the example of Abraliam , Ifaac* and Jacob y 
and not of Jeroboam an Idolater that had mif-Ied fo many in- 
to fin and mifery. Wee may follow our fore-fathers fo far as 
/ (hey followed Chrift , and uo further. But fuch is the bevvit- 
(ching power of Superftvtvow ^ c^^Wsv <g*. 
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fejfion and rootij&gin mens hearts , it is feldome ever reoced 
up again , buc runs from generation to generatiop,till all bee 
cut off. Idolatry hath fo many flefli-pleafing, pompous Rite* 
and Ceremonies , fuchfeemingfanShty anddevorions 9 fuch 
fplendor-of Temples, Images , Organs, and other allure- 
ments as are very taking with carnal men ; befides the fat 
BiJlvopricks ; Denaries , Ordinai-£hips and Kingdomes with 
which they intice many from Chrift. This w*s chat- which made 
all thefe Kings of Ifrael keep up the worfoip of thcCilvcs,that . 
they might keep die people from going from them to lerufalem. 1 

2 Obf.-^* may cmy*cr other s y *nd yet not eo»^te& themselves, j 
Joafh here beats the Syrians xhree times , recovers many, ; 

Cities from them, takes the Kfhg of Jtsdah pcifoner , and yec ; 
himfelf is a prifoner to fin ; . hae piljagerh )erttfale/H , and the \ 
Devil pillageth him. Hee is called the .Saviour of Ifrael y and i 
yet himfelf was not faved from Jris imquir y; for hec lived and \ 
dyed an Idolater. So true is that of S oUmon , Prov. 16. 3 2. 
Hee that can rule hie own fpirity is better than hee that ta^eth a 
City. -Alexander that ^ "could conquer orhers , yet Wine and 
Women conquered him. 

3 There is none fo wicked, but there is fame good w them, 
joajh here a wicked King , yet vifics the Prophet in his fick- 

nels, fymp-ithizeth with him , and weeps .over him in his *alfli- 
#ion, confidering the great lofs that the Church and State 
would receive by his death ; hee gives him honourable Titles, 
favouring of much refpeft to him. How would fome Atheifti- 
cal Seilarie* amongft us . have railed atxhis King for calling 
the good Prophet Father , and ltiling him , The Chariot of If- 
raelj i. e. The Shield and Buckler , the beft defence that //- 
rael had. Thofe Sots and Satans, whom the Devil hatb blind- 
ed, and ftrongjy deluded , are not worthy of an Anfwer [yet 
' if any would fee them anfvvered , let them perufc my Com- 
ment on 2 TVW.3.17.P.296.] Wifdome isjuftified of hec 
own children ; and though this ungrateful world vilifie Gods 
Minifters whilftliving>ye;when they are dead ^hey arc ready to; : \nmefi7peroft 
ador^them. \dffpmandmy- 
turn nsqux Id met mm Mm* dogmata fhe dficttltmn^Uam continent , ncque Mis redder 
m*%is cowifosyftd potmfrr9g*w<nres>&c Hornhc€k/»ww4 Centt4UtrfM.6%.\%6 % * Vir ~ 
totem irutfmm Admit* ex ecxtis colimai Vtatat*. 
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4 Thtre is no lofs in {hewing kindnefs to the Prophets of 
God. 

' The King comes to vifit the Prophet.in his ficknefs, and the 
Prophet by way of gratitude atfures the King of a threefold vi- 
&017, which hee fliould have againft the 'Syrians , 2 King. 13. 
25 &c. The Lord takes the kindnefs which wee (hew to his 
Prophets, as done to himfelf . Hee that honours them* ho- 
nours him whofe Embafladors they are. Ebedmelechy that (hew- 
ed kindnefe to Jeremy, hath his life given him for a prey, Jer. 
3 9. 1 7, 1 8. Hee that receives a Prophet, in the name of a Pro- 
phet, and (hews kindnefs ta him upon that account, fcfecaufe 
hee is a Minifter of Chrift, {hall have a Prophets reward. Mat. 
100 41. #. e. Hee flhall have an eminent reward, fit for fuch a 
one as hath promoted Gods fervice in a high degree. Gains 
loft nothing by fuch guefts as John, nor the Shunamite or 
reptan Widow by entertaining Prophets; of fuch Chrift feems 
to fay, as Paul did of One f mm, if hee owe thee ought, put it 
on mine account, I will repay i:. 
y Hee died. 

The moft potent , fuijfant-, fuccefsful Conquerors of the world, 
are conquered by death. As I have {hewed before. 

1 Jeroboam the fecond fucceeds his Father Jo*(h, and reigns 
one and forty years; not one of his rank reigned fo long; hee 
was one of the moft profperous, fuccefsful, and victorious of 
all the Kings of lfrael> fince the divifion of the ten Tribes. 
Hee recovered the antient borders of Ifrael from cbe Syrians, 
and made them tributary to himfelf. The ground of all this 
goodnefs is given, a King. 14.23,25,26,27, 28. The 
Lord f aw the affliction ofjjrael, that it was very bitter > for there 
was none {hut up cr left, nor any helper left, therefore the Lord out 
of his wonted mercy raifed up Jeroboam to bee a Saviour to them; 
Yet hee is ftigmatized with the old brand that his predeceffor 
had before him> v'*.That this New Jeroboam was a chip 6f 
the old block, for hee did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lord, and departed not from all the fins of old Jeroboam, the Son 
ofNebat, who made Ifrael Jin, 2 King. 14* 24. 

And that which a^ravateshis fin is this, 1 That hee fin- 
ned againft great Ught, for in his daies preached Jonah, A- 
m*s, Hofea % three very famous Vt^V^ y *4*^^*\ 
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L*v*i for the Lord fent Jonah to prophefie of vi&ofy, and good 
fuccefs mr.o him, 2 King. 14. 25. Butfnce hee profited no: 
by this Prophers Miniffefy, xfrz Lord fends him ta Niniveh 
che chief City of the great Empire of the A fyrtans . 

Obf. IJVhena Nation is in its mojl f rotter ous and fieurijh- 
i*g condition^ it may bee neareft mine. 

Ifrael never flourifht ( fince the diviiion of the ten Tribes) 
under any King, as it did under this : Joafh and Jehoahaz, had 
done valiantly before, but Jeroboam excells them all. Under 
him the Kingdome flquriflu-, in riches, honours, vi&ories, and 
great fiictefs. But after this its honour and power ftill decaied, 
till it was totally ruined. It was in this Kings reign, that Hofea 
fore -told the ideftru&ion of Samaria, Hof. 1. 1. And Amos 
fore- told the ruine of ]eroboam and his houfe, Amos 1. 2. and 
7. 8, 9 y 10, 11. Idolatrous Kingdome* cannot ftand long ; 
Babylon may think to fit as a Queen, but forrows /ball at laft 
-furprize her, and no worldly pomp or power ftiall bee able to 
keep off Gods judgements from her, Rev. i& 7, 8. All King- 
domes have their rife and ruine * and when they bee at the 
height, then thety decreafe and moulder away, as wee fee in 
thcAjfyrtoXy Babjbnian> and Perfian Monarchies; what vaft 
Dominions had they ? yet alt , are vaniiht and come to no- 
thing. " • 

This ftiould keep us humble in the midft of ail creature- 
comforts. Pigeons , when they fare beft, are moft fearful. Id 
ths higheft profperity remember that a change will come. 
Hence it is, that when ever the Lord gave Ifrael z mercy, hee 
prefently adds a caution, that they forget not him the giver 
ofit, Deut.4. 1,*, 6, 9. & 8. 11, 13,13,14* Heenath 
made a good progrefs in the School of Chrift, who hath learnt 
to ufe profperity as well as adverfity aright. Paul had learnt 
both thefe leffons, hee dfcild bee abafed, and hee could a* 
bound, Phils 4. 1 2. 

Obje&. Wee have arms and ammunition^ and therefore wee 
need not fear. 

Anf*>< The Lord takes off that , Hof l, 4, 5. Yet a little 
wfaile, and I will caufe the Kingdome of Ifrael to ceafe. i. e. I 
will put an end to that Kingdome, and utterly deftroy it. But 
htfW doth that appear ? Why, / wilt brtukjht to* «!$ \\voA ^ 
Th( bow is Acre put for all war-like InfcutnfctyL*., \. 
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, deftroy their ammunition, and bring all the ftrength of their 
war -like power to nought. 

% That God c*n make *fe efwhkjd Inftruments for the fur 
vlrtg of his peofle* 

Jer*ho*m here a wicked man, yet becomes a Saviour to 
Ifrael ; though hee intended felf , yec God makes him a deli- 
verer of Iris people- If God will help his Church, bee cannot 
want Inftruments; The very Earth fk*U helf the Wtmm, Rev. 
i a. id. i m e. Wicked men, who are as vile as the Earth, fliall 
yet bee afliftant to the Church oit God. 

3 When * feefU h*ve the heft Pr etchings they m*j 'bte net- 
reft ruine. 

//r**/ now had three extraordinary Prophets feat unto them, 
vU. Am9S) Hefes, three eminently holy, bold men, 
thatfparcdnotto tell them of their fins, as appears by their 
Prophecies; yet Prince and people contemning their warnings, 
and pcrfifttng in their fins, about dwrty years after they .were 
rooted up, and lead into captivity by the proud Ajfyrim; So it 
was with Jerufakm^ it had the bett Preacnerfi not long before 
its mine. There was Chrift and -his Apoftles, but -they con- 
temning the Gcrfpcl, crucifying the Xord 6f filory^ florwgiris 
Prophets, and abufinghis.mefieijger§; about forcy yews after 
it was iackt by T \tns and V tffatw, and laid in the duft. s 

London Was never fo richly ftored wichpioiis, paittfuL, learn- 
ed Miniflersof thcGorfpel, nor the Nation fo richly ftinufht; 
wkh able and induttrtons Preachers, as at this day. But if" Ci- 
ty *nd Country go on to Height and vilifie the faithful Mini- 
flersof Chrifl^ as they have done of lace ; and ihftead of the 
power of Religion, reft content with a formal, hypocritical 
profeffion of it; a man that is no Prophet, nor Prophets Son, 
may tsafily fore-fee judgesnent approaching. When the Sun 
jftiincfs'hottett,harveft is at hand, fee glorious fun-ftiine of 
theGofpel, ripens men apace , eithor for Hemp, or/ Hell. 
God will not 'heir fo long with finners so^ as h^e did in 
ti mes of Ignorance, Att.ij* 30. 

4 nhen (j&sMtjftogers nrenotfrlzted^e remeves them. 
If J^4^*egar<lnt>t jw^'sMinitory, God will fend him 

from rfem to JNinhxh, that populous City. ■ Wternpeople are 
/ dead under livelyOractes^ and battejumicter frtteful ftieans , 
/ God mil ptter rawertc tkat 'jos^s. fcwi ^ VkN&stJc^ « 
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the Miniflety from them. Hee mil not alwaies plow the 
Rock, and fow the Sands , nor cake pain* with a people that 
fti'all bring forth nafctnj* but briars and thorns; when a people 
bee rebellious, God either takes away his Prophets, o: makes 
them dacnb^ Ezsks 

Many blame Mimfter* in oar daies far removing from place 
to place, and if they do.fc without juft caufe , fo do !• But 
people muft know, that there are many juft caufe* of a Mini- 
flers removal fcoro one place to another ; fome of which I 
fhaH fet down , 



As, 



In cafe of Perfecurion. 

2 In cafe of Corporal Weaknefs and Sicknefs. 

3 Upon Improvement of Gifts; 

4 When the Maintenance is Incompetent. 



1 In cafe of Pcrfectmony efpecially if it bee perfonal, and 
the Minifterbee fpeciatly aimed at; cfcen oitr Saviour tells us, 
that being perfecuted in one City, riity may fly to another t 
and referve themfelves 1 for better times* This 
is granted by aft fober men , and therefore I 
ftiall refer the Reader to the Margin for fuller 
fatisfa&ion. Thus, when a Minifter cfefirfcs to 
fpend himfelf for the good of a people, but they 
cannot endure found; Doftjine , * Tim. 4. 5. 
But lay fnarcs for their Minifter, and make a 
man art offender for a word, I fa. 19. %x. And . 
think him too hot, too plain, tooprecife, and Aall unanimouf- 
ly (for the opposition oCone or two malicious wretches, fhould 
fettle us rather) defire us tadepttrt out of their coafts, then the 
cafe is clear, and wee may fbake off the duft of our feet againft 
fuch wilful contemners of the Gofpel, M*t. 10. 14. Though a 
peoples preferic barrennefs under his Miniftery bee no juft 
caufe of his raj|bval,yet when a people fhall fet themfelves ma- 
li*ioufly ag3iTO a- mans Miniftery, it varies the cafe. God. re- 
moved Lot from the 5Wt**V*r, when from day to day they 
vexed his righteous foul with their malicious wipkednefs. 

1 In ctft of Sickpefs. Somfe constitutions will not away wirh 
fomeClimatS; a Minifter may love a people, and they him, 
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and yet for want of health and ftrength to ga thorow with the 
work of his Miniftery, hee may lawfully change places with 
one of a ftronger constitution. The like may bee faid for 
chofe who preach to a great Congregation , but by reafon of 
wcaknefs, their voice is fo low, that half the people cannot 
hear them; in this cafe they may remove to a lefler Congrega- 
tion, where they may bee oetter heard*. 

3 Upon Improvement of abilities. A young man begins to 
exejreife his gifts in fome.obfcure Chapel, or little place; but 
by ftudy and exercife his parts are improved,, and hee fitted 
for fome more eminent and gublick place. In this cafe alfo 
a man may lawfully, and without offence remove. The A- 
poftle would have him that ufed the office of a Deacon wff, pro- 
moted to the Miniftery, 1 Tim. 3. 13. A diligent man ftaies not 
long in a low place. Wee fee it is thus in all callings, upon 
Improvement of Abilities- The Banttfttfr is made a Reader , 
the Reader, a Serjeant, the Serjeant a Judge, the Judge a chief 
Juftice, &c. And why will not men allow of that in the Mini- 
ftery which is approved of in alj other, profeflions? 

It is a very fafe way to.have young mens gift* and lives tri- 
ed and exercifed in leflcr Congregations at firft, and being 
found faithful in a little, then to make them Rulers over 
greater Congregations. It is a temjptation tp put a green head 
into a great place,, when hee hath neither grace, gifts, nor gra- 
vity fit for the pi ace. It either pufife them up) or makes them 
idle ( if the means bee great ) or elfe they are difcouraged , 
.and fink under the burden, being unable to grapple with the 
oppositions and contradi&ions of finners, which are incident 
to fuch great places. They had need to bee folid, feafoned > 
fubftantial peaces, that havcrhe weight of the building lying 
ontham; 

4 When the Maintenance u Incompetent. If a man have a 

great family to maintain, tut the means is fo (rail, that hee. 
cannot maintain his family, nor go thorow th^vorksof his 
Miniftery, with that comfort and credit as becomes a Minifter 
of the Gofpel; in fuch a cafe alfo it v lawful to remove, Wee, 
fee it is fo in all callings; if a man cannot livein one Town, 
hee may lawfully remove to another; God would have the Mi- 
nifies of the Gofpel not to beg , but to live comfortably in. 
chcir Minifkrj; and to bee mttivwsved not like Swine-heards, 
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but like the Ambaffadors of Chrift, with a competent, fixed, 
honourable maintenance. The Levites that had their Tyches 
taken from them, left rheir ftations without blame , Neb. 
13.19. 

j Whereas many think that a Minifter can remove at his 
pleafure from place to place ? and get what • place foever 
pleafeth him,-they are much deceived ; for God hath decreed, 
and fore-appointed Minitters to their places before they are 
born. Hee hath decreed how long fuch a Minifter ftiall abide 
in fuch a place, and how long in fuch a place, A& .1 7.26. and 
though wee are loath to remove , yet when providence calls, 
bee the means more or lefs , it matters not , we^ muft obey, 
(7*0.12.1.4. .^#.7.3.5. And if a Sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground , nor a hair from our heads , without a providence> 
much lefs can a Minifter remove from one Congregation to 
another without a providence; fo thattfe^ quarrelling Qua- 
kers , with the reft of that rout, who rail at us when wee 
juftly remove from place to place, do not fo much revile us,as 
the Lord,who is the difpofer of us; he is the Potter,and we are 
the clay, hee may raife us,or mine us,plant us,or tranfplant us, 
as bee fees good , and none may fay unto him , What doft 
thou ? It is not wee , but the Holy Ghoft that fets us over our 
flocks, ^#.20.28. 

Qijeft. But why doth the Lord remove men from place to 
pLvt • , as hee did the A ] po$Us fometimes , why doth hee not fixe 
them to one place ? 

Anfw. The Lord is a free agent , and is nor bound to give 
us a rcafon of his doings , it may fatisfie us that it is his good 
pleafure to have itfo, Pfd-39'9* Matth.i\.*i y i6. 

2 If nothing will' fatisfie you without a Reafon , reafons 
enowmay bee given. . . . ' 

1 Some&upes people hate and perfecute their Minifters, 
and look- JlLtbem as a burden, not a bleffing ; it is fit fuch 
•(hpuld b^Hpt , and made to know the worth of the mercy, 
by thewaiB^fcf it. 

2 SomeciiRes people ate barren under the means of grace, 
and do not value the Gofpel according to its worth , it is juft 
with God to remove it to thofe who will prize it better. 
When the fews contemned the Gofpel , the Apoftle left ttatxv^ \ 
and wenrto the Gentiles, Aft.i 3.46. Tte Y^tow&<a<& 
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lhall bee taken from fuch, and bee given to chofe that will 
bring forth the fruit of it. 

3 As for the Apoftles , there was great reafon why they 
were not fixed to one place : 

1 Becaufe the Church was then in planting, but nor plant- 
ed. 

2 They were to fpread the Gofoei over the world) and 
therefore were not confined to any fixed charge. 

CdMtto*. Yet to prevent fcandal, th©feC4**/w would bee 
remembred. 

i Becaufe many are apt to cavil and cry , Minifters are 
cwetowy and remove without a caufe; let none remove rafhly, 
ambiuoufly, fdfyfeekingly , but judicioufly, and piouily, for 
the profit and edification of the Church; and the better to 
ftop die mouthes of adverfaries , it were well if in fuch cafes 
men would not bee their own judges, but refer the hearing of 
the cafe , with all its circumftances, to the Presbytery, or for 
want of that v to fome neighbour Minifters, who are able to 
judge and determine the cafe. 

a Theymuft do what in them lyes to provide an able fuc- 
cetibur for the place they leave , that the Church bee not un* 
provided of. a faithful Paftor. 

I- If after all this, any (hall bee found to make it their 
trade to remove from place to place,folely to get more means, 
and lhall refufe to refer their caufe to the bearing and de- 
termination of fober , pious , judicious Minifters , let them 
bear their fliame for mee, I (hall dever plead for fuch. 
By all that hath been faid, wee may fee, 
i That fome offencTin the JDefe8 y whilft theyhdd it un* 
lawful for a man upon any occafion to remove, whereas Chrift 
who is the Lord of the harveft , bath not onely power to call 
Minifters , but alfo to transfer them from one Church to ano- 
ther; and therefore it is not in the power of^flfeun abso- 
lutely to indent with any people toftayfol^^Egfo long 
withthem* 

i Others offend in the Exceftj when upon every light oo 
cafion, without any urgent neceflity, or benefit to the Church, 
they forfake their proper charge , and chaffer for Parishes as 
Xvjag&iklibj j Horfe-courfers do for horfes ; or as Seneca faith of tick men, 
I Mmatimilm * um*r pr« rtmtdiu > xtej think co curt their fic* - 
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fouls with changing of their feats, as the dropfic man thinks to 
cure his dropfie with change of drinks. 

1 5 Zachariahfon to Jeroboam , fuccecds him, both in the 
Throne, and in his fin > and hath therefore the common brand, 
fet upon him, twc.Tb'at hee did that which was evil in the fight of 
the Lordy as his t ore-Fathers had dene. Hee was fo far from re- 
penting of tht wickednefsof his fore-fathers, Jehu, Jekoahaz,, 
Joajh , and Jeroboam, that hee juftified them in their abomi- 
nations, by walking in their finful paths. This his obftinacy fo 
iucenfed the Lord againft him, that when bee had reigned but 
fix months, hee cut him otf by Shall am ^ who killed him open- 
ly fo wicked was hee, andfo ill-beloved, dfat the people let 
mm bee flain before them, they did not oppofe, but rather 
approve of what was done, a Kwg . 1 5. 8, p, 10. This was the 
time of theKingdome of Ifraefs wane, things grew '-worfe 
and worfe with them, one judgement following in the neck 
of another, till they were quite deftroyed; and one wicked 
King rifing upas Gods executioner to do juftice upon another, 
till all was over-thrown . 

Obf. 1 God faithfully performs what ever hee fromifeth. 
God promifeth Jehu , that his feed fhould fit up|p his 
Throne, to the fourth Generation, and fee it here punctually 
performed; and if hee thus faithfully keep promife with his 
enemies,, who daily provoke him by their ingratitude and Ido- 
latry, what will hee not do for his people, whoferve himfin- 
cerely? Hee that thus keeps touch with his enemies will ne- 
ver fail his friends. Though for a time hee may hide himfelf, 
to try and exercife their graces, yet not one tittle of all that 
hee nath promifed, frail fail. 

2 Godisfaitbfnl in fni filing his Tbreatnings, thoHgb it bee 
longfirjt. 

The Lor<|Areatned to avenge the blood of Jexreel upon the 
howfc of JdS*, Hof. x. 4. and now about one hundred years 
after, Zachariah the laft of Jekn's race, is flain. Though God 
defer long, yet hee comes at laft; though his mill grinde flow , 
yetitis alwaies fure. 

3 " Still fee how wicked Parents bring a cttrfe upon their chil 

1 JehtsSn helps too* off his Son ZacWUh to&ftra&^4«>» 
're^nedbut fix months. X z i 
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j j 6 Shallum, a man of a new flock, having (lain Zacharlah^ 
rta,m- 1 re jg ns i n hi s ftead one month ; fo quickly doth the hand of 
u cg ', juftice finde out bloody Ufurpers, and retaliate their fins; for 
j as hce flew Zacharlah, fo Menahcm flaies him. As men mete 
! to others, fo ufually God metes to them again, Mat. 7. 2. 

j 17 Menahem flaies Shallum ^ and reigns ten years in his 
I Head. 1 Hee was an obftinatejd*loter> for hee walkt in the 
\ Idolatrous fteps of his predeceffors , whom God had puniflht 
• before him, and his own hands had been the executioner of 
;Gods wrath upon one of them, 2 King. 1 5. 1 8. 

2 Hee was *r**/ f # all that fttmitted not to him. Heecamfc 
t-o Ttphfah, a City fituate in the way to TirzAh, demands ad- 
mittance, which oeing denied to him, an Ufurper, in his wrath 
liee puts all to thefword, without diftin&ion of old or young, 
male or female, and which adds to his cruelty, hee ripe up the 
.women with childe, 2 King . 1 5. 16. Now if Menahem do thus 
to thofe that withftand and oppofe him, a Tyrant, what fliall 
bee done to Met/ahem, who oppofed God, and feduced his 
people-from him to Idols ? 

Queft. But why did the pof le opftfe Menahem?" ' 
Anfk. They knew him ro bee a Tyrant, and -.bloody Ufur- 
per, and came to the Kingdome by murder, and therefore the 
people are not to bee blamed for fliutting their gates againft 
him, till they had better fatisfa&ion about his title to 'the 
Crown; and if Menahem had been an ingenuous, valiant fpi- 
rit indeed, hee would have loved them the better for their 
fidelity, and conftancy, fuppofing they would have been as 
faithful totiim when hee had been fetled amongft them; but 
men thar are void of prudence, piety, and true valour, are 
fatisfied with nothing but blood. None fo cruel as the coward- 
ly Tyrant* when hee conquers. ' 

3 Hee was Tyrannical^ Hee exacted by farce no lefs than 
a thoufand talents of filver, which was, three hundred feventy 
and five thoufand pounds, to give to tull^ the King of AjfyrU^ 
that fo hee might fettle the Kingdome fafter on himfelf. Hee 
came to the Crown by Treafon, Murder, and Ufurpation* and' 
haying a guilty confcience, hee feared left fome might rife up 
agaitifl A/jn, as hee haddone ts^&lsSsss^^ *cd therefore hee 
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kbours by might and main to fecure the Kingdome to him- 
felf. Ufurpers fear fhadows many times, J»dg, 9. 36. They 
fear, where there is no caufe of fear. 

This Menahenf (.faith Jofephm) was a Captain, and great 
Commander in King Zachariah's army, hee hearing that Shal- 
/iw had (lain his Mafter, came with the army, and deftroies 
Shall***; as Omri deftroyed Zimri y and fucceeded him in 
the Throne. 

Obf. i Tyrants and Traitors feldome live to he old. 
In the fpace of one year there are four Kings of Ifrael fuc- 
ceeding one another, yU>. Jeroboam, ZacbariahySha/luiband 
Menahem. Abimelech , an ufurping Tyrant , 

reigns but three years, and then is killed by a V. Mcndo?a y in % Reg, 4ll x. 
woman. Judg. 9. 12, 53, The Popes of Rome , Sefi.is. p.i6%. 
how quickly were many of them cut off? Some 
reigned not a.year, others not 'a quarter,- others 
a month, others a week, and fome but a'few 
daies. How many Popes did Queen Elizabeth 
out-live, though they curft her with Bell, Book, 
and Candle? So true is that of Solomon, Prov. 28. 2. For the 
tranfgrejfionsofa Landj many aro the Princes thereof. 1 There 
are many ftriying at the fame time one againft another for the 
Crown. Or , 2 There are many in a ft-iorr time fucceeding 
on$ anorher; fuch fudden changes are hurtful both to Prince 
and people, and are apt to raife tumults and infurre&iom, he- 
caufe a people : are unacquainted with the men, and their man- 
ners. When people do wickedly*, bpth they and their Kings do 
periih, 1 Sam. 12.25. 

2 T yrants have more care of themf elves, than of the people. 

Good "Rulers' are men of publick fpirits,they ferve not them- 
felves, but their Generation, AH. 13. 36. 

Bur tyrannical Menahcms tax and pole, fleece and flay, 
not for theij peoples good, but to fettle the Kingdome on 
themfelves. 

3. God want snot Rods to pttnijh a perverfe people. 

When the Syrians have done with Jfrael, now bee raifeth 
up the Ajfjrians, whodiftrefled tfiem mjpe than the former ^ 
till they were totally ruined, iKing. ij.6> Whenlefler 
Rods do not mend a people , then come gRax&t \ ^ta. 
ther than fail , one wicked man flaaU V>e^ ^^oitvotsx v& ^ 
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nothcr , as wee fee* in thffe wicked Kings. 

4 See here how misery ftill attends IoUlatry at the keels. 
Menahem walkc in the Idolatrous waies of Jeroboam, and 

the King of Ajfjria prefendy falls on him. So I Ckron. 5. 
25, 26. 

5 Idolaters are barbarom, bleed) men. 

Who ever faw an Idolater that was not cruel ? Idolatrous 
Menahem^ what cruelty doth hee exercife on all fores and 
fexes ? Hee kills his King ,, and now murders the people; Ty- 
rants are like dropfie-men, the more blood they drink, the 
mor*thirfty they are. The cruelty of Papifts is notorioufly 
known to the world. Ask England, ScotUxd> Ireland, France, 
Germany, Savoy, Poland , and all Protefant Naaons, and 
they will tell you of many thoufands that have been moft in- 
humanly (lain by that man of fin. No lefs than thirty thou- 
fand Proteflants were (lain at the Parifian Matfacre, 1 $72. 
in a months fpacet Go to the Indians, and they will tell you 
fad dories of the butchery and barbarous murders committed 
by the Papifts there.. 

6 Idolaters nfnally are mat of prefers. 

They impofe heavy burdens upon their people ; fo did Me- 
nabem here, and fo did Solomon before him, when m hee fell to 
Idolatry, and Rehoboam his Son adds to their burdens, 1 King. 
1 1. 4, 1 1. It is juft with God, when meu will «not ferve him 
with gladnefs of heart, in the abundance of all things, and 
fubmit to his eafie yoak, then to put an Iron yoak bf oppreffion 
upon them, thattbey may know the difference between his 
fervice,andtheferviceof Idols, Dent. 28. 47, a8. 2 Ckron. 
12. 8. Hof. y 11, Such as can fo eafily part with fpirituals, 
fhall lofe their temporals. Thofe that will not have grace, 
Aall not have riches long. 

IS Pekahiah fucceeds his Father, and therein i% more hap- 
py than his Father, who gained the Kingdome by murder. 
Hee reigned two years, and did evil in the fight ot the Lord, 
as his predeceffors had done before him; and therefore hee 
hath the common bqaid fet upon bun, 2 King. 1 J. as, 13,24, 
2 Pel^ah the fon ot Remaliah, a Captain of his own,con- 
fpircs agiwft himi, andflaieshimin his Royal Palace ac&r- 
marU. jirgob and ^wb>w&fefcj cfc^Gttudke^ tie 
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thought to bee Tikalrs partners, who aided him in themur 
der of their fovcraign. Others conceive they were on the 
Kihgs fide, and (lain with him. But the firft opinion is con- 
ceived to bee moll genuine. 

Obf. I God many times mfits the fins of the fathers *pon the 
children, efpeciattv when they Walk in their fteps. 

Menabem kiUidhis King, and now God raifeth up one to 
kill his Son. Thus wicked men that get riches and Kingdomes 
for their children by indire& means, get a curfe for them , 
and bring them into many ftraights and miferies, which orher- 
wife they might have avoided. 

2 If God nee againft us, noplace can fecure tu> 

Let Pekahiab get into Samaria, the City Royal, and bee 
guarded in his Palace there, yet Giod hath jl Pekah that fhall 
hnde him out, and (lay him in his own Palace, for his fin, and 
the fins of his bloody Father. 

3 If wee take the fifty Gileadites for the Kings friends and 
afliftants, thenobferve i Tbatfncb as fide with great men in 
their fins, mufllookjo fsifer with them. 

No doubt but thefe Gileadites gloried, that they were ad- 
mitted-to bee Courtiers, and Afliftant to the King; but as it 
proved, they had better have been Carters, for then they had 
notperiiht, as they did,' It is dangerous living in Princes 
Courts* they live lafely, who live privately; efpecially it is 
dangerous to have communion and fellovviliip with th^ wick- 
ed. Good Jebofaphat joyning with wicked Ahab againft the 
Syrians % had like ta have loft his life ifrto the bargain. The 
Geefe in the Fable that joynod with the Cranes in preying up- 
on the fields, were killed for company. 



1 9 Pekah having killed Pekfhiah, reigns twenty years in 
his ftead ; Hee alfo did evil in the fight of the Lord, and hath 
the common brand , 1 Ki»g. 1 5. a 7, 28. Hee was born of 
obfeure Parents, his Father Remaliah was a private parfon , 
and therefore by way of contempt hee is called Remaliatii 
Sm, and the tail of afire-Hand, Ifa. 7. 4. and 8. 6. Hee is 
puniflitfor his obftinacy and idolatry. 

I frith the lofs of $ great fart of his Kingdome\ All the. I 
people of the Land of Naptfatii were Vexd rato c^i\Nkt^\>v 
Ttgladh-PJle/frKingot JffyrU, 1 King; \ v*9^^^J^ 



Procul dfove, 
frotiU M fnl- 
mine. 
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and a half beyond Jordan, with Napthali veAZebtdm on this 
fide Jordan 9 were now carried all away, and this was the be- 
ginning of Ifraels forrow. 

1 with the lofs of his life. Hojhea confpired againft him, and 
flew him, Vcrf. 30. Tyrants of c come to violent ends, and 
thole that flay their Soveraigns, riull have fome that will flay 
them. If Pekah kill Pekabiah, Hojhea jhall kjll him. As hee 
came to the Kingdome by murder, fo by mucder hee lofeth 
ic. 

ObfT 1 Idolatry from firfi to laft is ft ill attended with mi- 
f er 7- 

jj Pek^h perfifts in the Idolatrous fteps of his predeceffors, and 
now fee how many Cities and Regions are ioft, iKing. 15. 
29. Ijon and Abel-beth-maachab> and Jamah, and Kedejh, and 
Hazj>r, and Gileaifi and Galilee, and all the Land of Napthar 
li ; fothac upon the point , five Tribes of Ifrael were loft. 
This was the nrft captivity of Ifrael. . ^ 

2 The tronblers of Gods people ma*) times are men if fordid 
and obfeure Originals. 

Pekah here Rematiahs Son , and the tail end of a brand , 
which retains not fire long, but after a little fmoaking vanifli- 
eth, it is hee that molefts Judah the peopleof God, I fa. 7 
4, ?, 6. It was Alexander , a Smith, not a Gold-Smith, or a 
Silver-Smith, but a Copper-Smith, that molefted Paul, 2 Tim. 
4.14. David complains* that the abje&s and dreggsof men 
gathered themfelves againft him, Pfal. 35. 1 5, 16. and Job 
complains of fuch, Job 19. 18. and 30 1. 

ao Hofhea the laft King of Ifrael,. having flain Pe\gh, reigns 
nine years in his ftead; and though hee were the laft of all the 
Kings of IfraeU yetheealfois branded for one thjt did evil 
in the fight of the Lord, though hee was not altogether fo bad 
as the other Kings of Ifrael that were before him, 2 King. 1 7. 
1,2. Where there is any goodnefs, God takes notice of it, 
and commends it, as I have (hewed before. This will appear, 
1 In that hee did not worihip Baal, nor ferve the Hoft of Hea- 
ven, as fome of his predeceflcrs had done before him. Hee 
abandoned the grqfler Idolatry of many of his Predeceffors, 
ahd'fecondly, Hee fuffered fuch of his fubje&s as would, 'to go 
up to worihip in the Temple 3 £Tli ^ tm > frnner 
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Kings of Ifrael would not permit, but laidfnares for them, 
i. Bur when Hcz*ki<*h proclaimed a Paflfcover, many 
of the ten Tribes went up to keep it in Jtruf*lem y 2 Chron 
30.11. 

Yet fee how judgement ftili attends upon Idolatry , Mur- 
der and Treachery. 

1 Gods hand lies heavy upon King /fo/Z** himfelf, hte k 
fubdued and made tributary to Salmtneftr King of Ajfyria^ 
2 King. 170 3. Seethe unconftancy of worldly honours , Ho- 
jhea to day a King, to morrow a prifemer; hence hee is called 
a bubble, or foam, that foon vanifbeth, Hof. 10. 7. 

a Hee breaks Covenant with the King of Ajfjri* , confpiies 
againft him, and feeks to Se, the King of Egm for aid , refu- 
fing to pay the annual Tribute which hee had covenanted to 
pay. Upon this Salmtnefcr touts him up, and bindes him in 
prion, Verf. 4. This was done ( faith SanEllm) after the City 
was taken> though by a Prolepfisitis mentioned before. This 
is the fruit of Treachery and Impatience; when men feek by 
indireft means to get out of troubles, they do but double them, 
and multiply forrows to themfelves. 



Rex ipfe cap- 
m f*it>& vin- 
cttlis adi'tftttj 
nam licet 
1$ true, V. 4. 
in vinculo, dica* 
tur effe €o»/e- 

0«r, id tamen di&um eft per Trolepfim , fu£ f*pe ante [mm tempos narrattmm 
anticipat. San&ius. 



3 This is not all, for judgement doth not onely light on the 
King, but on his Kingdome alfo# Samaria the Metropolis , 
and chief City, is taken by Salmanefer King of Jffjri*, after 
three years fiege, and the whole Kingdome overthrown. The 
IfrMiUtir zxt carried captive out of their own Land Into A ffyrU , 
and amixt people of forraign Nations are planted in their 
Land, who made up a Mongrel Religion, confiding of Paga- 



nifm,an<Hpdaifm, fearing the Lord, and ferving their Idols 



too, 2 
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vCt foftphus bis Hlftory. 



Hee that would 
fee more of 
thefe twenty 
Kings of Ifratfy 
let him per-, 
Alfreds Encjcloptd. Rijtvr. 7. 31. e. if. p. 1039. 



Seeing all thefe twenty Kings of Ifrael were fo wicked,; 
wcrinay ■ «;•■ 
; Obfe^ve 1 Thttfim great menaregeoi mtn. 
! Frbiit'tbe divifion of the ten Tribes, xo ^c»g6a^ *\ 
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\ Jfrtel) there was not one good King of Ifmel^ char Kingdorae 
remained Idolatrous, from firft to laft. There was a continued 
Series of Idolatry that did run thorovv the whole race of thetr 
Rulers. They fhould have fcen to their people that they had 
lived in godliaefs and honefty, and they were a means to lead 
them in paths of ungodlinefs and Idolatry ? They.*finnqp[ $- 
re&ly againft their office, for God fets up ^^ftrite? to itilc 
for him, btit thefe lead their people from him. All "other 
creature? obferve the word of Gods command,, and fulfil the 
end of their Creation, and are therefore titUetf Godsfervants, 
Pfal. x I p. 9 ». AH are thyfervants t . The Sun, Moon,' Starsr , 
Plants, Brutes, all a£t in their Orbs, aticf Spheres for their Cre- 
ators praife; onely man rebels againft him. 

2 AH thefe Kings followed the example of a wicked Jere- 
foam againft the Rule* : 

4 3 They perirht not alone, but^drew their fubje&s with 
them into perdition;* yea Jndahvnt in pare infc&ed by.them > 
2 King* 17. ip. 

4 They a&ed all this againft the warnings? of God* Pro- 
phets, againft fignal mercies and judgements; all which ferves 
to clear the juftice of God in their total extirpation and .mine; 
wee may fland amazed at the AupendiouS patience of the 
Lord, who bare above two hundred years with fuch a fucceflion 
of Idolaters, and evildoers; when if his patience had not been 
infinite, and every way like htnjfelf, hee would not havb bom 
two hundred daies wirh them. ; ' 

Great places corrupt.many, fcacte eirerbettter any« '"ftfil fol- 
ly therefore, for ?ny amlxtioufly to ifeek Kin^fliip r artdjugfr- 
places,from vvhence fb many havebrt&c fcbfeir ^ftecfe;W6ih6uid 
rather pitty and pray for great men , t^an atiy way twj them, 
fincc they are expofed to fo many dangers^tiia great fqntatiofls. 



•jfefcitU amid 
quid fit impe- 
rare, nm & 
gladih & tel* 

urvkibus mfir '.s anoltrisimpendem,imm'?unthxft4, undiqte fpttMta, ipjifufilt/FHiiiitlw, 
Vpfi cwiitts firnfidantur, no* cibus pro volvptate, no* her pro authoritate. Adit juod omtiis 
*t<U iiiimpirio xtpnhin&tm\ fenexejl qurjpim} inbMijvidtfMr* Si jtvems, ineftfhror. 
pipt Saturnlaus &f*d Flavlnm y$pifcum. 

* The. end ef mckfifnen is mlferakle. - ^ : " 

What ever the good mans beginning may be?, beeifcjnweff 
J to bluftrous and rugged^?th\s«nd BiH'jhP* 
J the contrary, let the we&ai m*tfc%€^^ Co x 
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pleafant and plaufible, yet his end is forrowful. A good cSan 
begins like a Tragedy, but ends like a Comedy; but a wicked 
■paan begins like a Comedy, and ends like a Tragedy. OF thofe 
twenty Kings of Ifrael y eight of them at leaft, if not nine, died 
violent and untimely deaths; the other twelve, though they 
died in outward peace, yet had they no true inward peace; how 
could they, when their Idolatries and fpiritual whoredpmes 
were fo many ? The higher men are, the more hurt they do, and 
fo are neerer to judgement. 

The Kings of a^phey were generally better men, fo 
they lived longer than the Kings of Ifrael did , and came not 
to fuch untimely ends, but few of them v t>«i. four, Joafh* Je- 
raMyAmmen, and Jefiab* Betides, in the time of the twenty 
Kiues of //r4f/,there Were but eleven over Judaht and of thofe, 
Afa by name reigned in rhe time of eight fevcral Kings of//- 
raeL> and thofe of five feveral ftocks; and UznUb reigned in the 
time of fix other Kings of Ifrael^ of which^four were of other 
ftocks. It will bee our wifdome to take heed of thofe rocks a- 
gainft which fo many have ruined themfclves, Sit aliorumpcr- 
dkio, tHAcMutio; Let us live by Rule, not by Example, and 
thenpeace will bee our portion, Gal. 5. %6. The godly Kings 
of j*Aah % that kept purity of worfhip, and went hand in hand 
widi the Prophets, they flourifht, and were victorious. So good 
it is to walk in Gods Way, and keep to the Rule, Jo(h. i. 8. 
But the Kings of //rati had lofs upon lofs , and vexation upon 
vexatibn by enemies within and without, till they loft Life, 
Land, and all. So ill it is to walk in carnal by-patfas againft 
.the Rule. . t . 

3 That S*c<xffien> Antiquity y Univtrfdlky, are aU but vain 
wltfout Verity. 

The Idolatrous Ifratlites here might have pleaded all thefe 
for their Idolatry, it doth not therefore foMow that it was juft 
and good. Genebrard confeflfeth, that of fifty Popes in order fuc- 
ceeding one another, there wasnot onfc good. They were all 
Apoftatical, not ApoftolicaL 

l-ticijPap*, Ti- 
ft", Cardinates, carntles; D$mmcani>J)*mni*ci- y fefvha* jtfnvita. Rirct. 

4 Such as partake with wicked men in tfccir ptw.^^rfL A\* Wt 

tmApwtb tbim in their pUgw. ^ ^ 

■ Y lfrr*tV 
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Jfrael here follows their twenty Kings in Idolatry, and 
now they mull follow them into captivity and mine ; if you 
would not partake of others plagues , bee fure not to par- 
take with them in their fins, £w.x8«4. 



HAving (hewed before that Impudency in finning is a fore- 
runner of fome judgement approaching; I (hall now give 
you an inftance of the Impudency, ^narchy, and Blafphemy 
.of our times. The bare rearing of this finful, fenfelcfs Pam- 
phlet, is confutation fufficient. 

Here you may fee what is the fruit of that New-light Co much 
cried up by fome; it teacheth men to difturb Congregations in 
Gods worship, to bring Pockets to Church, and openly to fow 
them on the Lords day, to rail on Gods Meflengers, and call 
them lyars, to lay their Baftards at Gods Door, and father all 
their abominations on Gods Spirit. The Spirit moved, and the 
Lord ( faith this deluded, hardened wretch) fibred him up, and 
commanded him, &c. And fhall not the Lord vifit for thefe 
things ? if Rulers will not, hee certainly will. Thefe talk much 
of the Spirits leading them, but certainly it is an ill fpirit that 
leads them; for God is the God of order , and not of confu- 
fion; his Spirit is the Spirit of Peace and Purity, and teacheth 
men to a& according to the word, and not according to their 
own brain-fick dehsfiens. As for his vain fcrupulofitV , in not 
daring to ufe the ordinary names of our months and daies, you 
may fee this excellently confuted by the learned Dr. Reynold^ 
in his Commentary on H*gg*i } Ser. i • p. 8, p, t o# 

In the year 59, inthe fourth month, the laft day of the month , 
hemg the fifth day of tbewee^ 

THe prefence of the Lord was felt within mee x and in his 
light hee let mee fee what his pleafure was with mee; ic 
was clearly ftewed mee that I fhould go to the Steeple-houfe 
in AUcrmtnbnry, the firft day of the week then following, and 
take with meefomethingto work, and do it in the Pulpit at 
/ehcirGngingtime. 

( At which fight I found much ot^v^^ 9 ypA 



fitting ftill with trembling* there came upon mee a very great 
weight, preffing mee to obedience; yea a heavy burthen was 
felt, till I- hadconfented to obey; I felt the weight to en- 
creafe ; oh how hard my unwilling will was to yeeld, but the 
Lord ftrengthened mee, and having confented,- 1 found a little 
eafe, vea I did refolve in the power of the Lord to go on : J 
p*rpofed to carry with mee a Pockft to fow* 

So the fixft day morning being the third day of the fifth 
month after the eighth hour one of the Doors being open, 1 
paflfed in , thinking to get into the Pulpit to hide my felf 
iiere till their fingingtime, and then get up and work; The 
Sexton fpying mee, took mee by the arm, faid, friend, wee do 
not open yet, for it was their Communion day, as they call it: 
but the time I was in, I found that the Galleries were higher 
than the Pulpit, and I fhould have been difcovered before 
their fong began ; I fee the Clerk giving Tickets fo about the 
ninth hour their Doors were opened, I paffed in as one of 
their own crowd, the throng came in very f aft, I gat into one 
of the Galleries to fpy if poflible to get in the Pulpit fome 
way, but I found none at that time, fo they began to read , 
and I came down, and finding no way to get into the Pulpit, 
I came to the Table that is prepared fo: that troop, I thought 
to get upon the Table to work, but the Table was fet round 
with young men, and when they began th^ir fong, they laid 
on their hats upon the Table, fo I (landing ftill waiting on the 
Lord, having a great minde to do the Lords work , thiir fong 
king up, my hat offended them, they took it off, and caftk 
away, and one of the young men gave it mee again, I put it 
on, and it offended again, in fo much that Piercefall did per- 
ceive mee, who came violently, and took my hat off to fling 
it away, but I held it, then bee took mee by the hair of the 
head, and dragged mee out, and as one of their own company 
teftified'to his face that hee ftruck mee, but I cannot fay that, 
but a lufty red hair'd man did ftrike mee, I fuppofed him to be 
an officer in that hateful place, but Piereeftll after hee had 
dragged mee out by the hair, faid, Sirraj*,Doyou<notknow 
William Duikfj I faid nay, for I did not know him; Sirrah, faid 
hee, I put him in prifon, and fined him ten pound, and you I 
muft bee ferved fo too, and fo charged thtCox\&M&^^^ 
and went himTdf in again, and received *Ja& SicratatK. -Va. ^ ^ 



• The ConiUble told mee that I mi^ht go away if I would,but 
in ag tin I rauft not. So I flood a while, and finding in my felf 
no conltraint, I'paffed away towards More-fietds, finding a 
little eafe from the weight of the burden, being faithful to what 
I might bee done at that time : but the fixth day of the week, be- 
! ing the eighth day of the month, tiering at work in my Shop bat 
; not on the Shop-board, the burden of the Lord came upon mee, 
and the light making manifett the fame thing that was not yet 
done, mult bee done, and the Lord would not difcharge mee , 
but laid a neceflity upon mee. I beholding this with trembling 
and fear , I did refolve in the power of the Lord not ro eat nor 
drink, till I had performed the Lords requiring. So having pur- 
pofed in heart, I greatly defired the Lords atfiftance; and it 
was fhewed mee how to do it, and the Lord made way for mee. 
So the firft day of the week, being the tenth day of the fifth 
month, I waited opportunity till the finging time began, which 
when I heard* I patted in, but bcinj* fearful to' bee taken with 
the hat again,and fo iofe my main bufinefs,for the Lord: I ftept 
out again, but flayed not, I came in again, I lookt towards the 
Pulpit, and fpied the Pue door open, that the Prieft might pafs 
up the Pulpit.So I waited, thinking that Edmund Calamj would 
I go up the Pulpit, I intended to get in before him; for thought 
I, that boy that fits upon the flairs, will open the Pulpit door 
for the Priefl, and I will get in before , but no Prieft came , 
whereupon in the tnwer of the Lord, I fixed my eye upon the 
Pulpit, and I fpied an Iron hoek, and I pafied thorow the Pue 
up the flairs, and unhookt the door, and pulled twice, and gat 
it open, and / fate my felf down upon the Cufhin, *nd my feet up- 
on the (eat where the Prieft when bee hath told out. bu lies doth fit 
down^and hawing my workjready, I fulled one or two ftitcks.Tht 
people loft their fong, and fome cried, pull him down , fome 
break his neck down, and a lufly fellow came up, and. did in- 
tend to do mee a mifchief, *ud rang nty neck^ as if bee would 
have wrung it in two. So I let go my hold, andheeflang mee 
down flairs, but the Lord preferred mee, and I felt no hurt; for 
having done that which the Lord required mee to do y I was full 
of peace; and it had been little to mee if rhey had there taken 
away, or filled the body. For I was full of joy, and they were 
full of wrath and madnefs; fo they tore my Coat off, and my 
/ hity and dragged mee outn atvd orue xo&tcft&Vp) ^ Vai^ *ad ( 



flung mec upon the ground, .and fome that Was without 
faid, why do yce ufc the manfo? but I gate up again,, 
then they dragged mee quite out into the ftreet , and 
there held mee, and while they held mee, one came, arid 
gave mee a violent kick on the fliins, and faid, hee could 
finde in his heart to knock mee down,hee made my (hin bleed, 
and another kickt mee on the other Ihin, but did not much 
hurt , another faid that I had been fome notorious (inner here- 
tofore, and now came to do fomething that might merit; Pre- 
fently the Church-warden, as they call him, came out, and 
hee and the Bell-toller carried mee away to the Counter, 
till their Sermon was ended, as they call it, then they carried 
mee away to Pauls Yard, to ftay for the Mayor , but the Ser-! 
jeanj: faid, hee would carry mee atway to the Mayors houfe,and 
there ftay mee till hee came in, fo hee did : And all the way 
thorow Taternofter-Row as I went, the boyes kickt my heels, fo 
then the Mayor came in, and they told him that I- was at 
work in the Pulpit; then faid hee to mee, Wherefore did you 
work there ? I faid, in obedience to the Lords commandement; hee 
faid , It was a falfe fpirit, and faid hee \ Where are your fure- 
ties ? I faid, The Lora was my furety ; hee faid , The Lord 
would not bear mee out in this thing ; faid hee to them, Carry . 
him again to the Counter; fo they carried mee back again, and 
there I was till the third day. 

Now let all fober people judge whether I did this thing out 
of envy againft either Prieft or People. 

Yea further, I fay, the Lord God lay it not to their charge , 
who have faid that I did it in malice, devilifhnefs, and envy; 
it is the defire of my foul that they might bee faved, 

• ■ . ** 

Apdfo dovrnte my name , being a 

PrifonerfortheTeftimonyofthe 

Lord in the Common Gaol in Solomon Eccles. 

Newgate > London, Committed 
. the, i %tb*tf*he %th* Month, , 
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